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FOREWORD 


Research revealed that there were almost one hundred unrecorded wills 
and depositions among the Norfolk County, Norfolk Town or Norfolk 
Borough records from 1711 - 1800. These have been copied by me for 
this collection. 


The Colony of Virginia was divided into eight shires or counties in 
163. Three years later, two new counties were formed from that part 
of Elizabeth City County lying south of Hampton Roads; Upper County 
of New Norfolk and Lower County of New Norfolk. 


The following is the earliest record pertaining to the Lower County of 
New Norfolk. 


"At a Court houlden in the Lower County of New 
Norfolk the 15th May 1637 


Present Capt. Adam Thorowgood Esqr 
Capt. John Sibsey 
Mr. Edward Windham Mr. Francis Mason 
Mr. William Julian Mr. Robert Came" (Camm) 


In 1691, Lower Norfolk County was divided into Norfolk County and 
Princess Anne County. The records of the present Norfolk County there- 
fore start with the year 1637 and so are among the oldest in the nation. 
Princess Anne County records, prior to 1691, are found in the Norfolk 
County records. Descendants of those who settled here are found through- 
out the United States. 


The First Court for Norfolk County, held after the 
Dividing Act, written in April 1691, was composed 
of the following gentlemen as Justices: 


Colonel Lemuel Mason 

Captain William Robinson 

Captain John Hatton 

Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Lawson 
Major John Nichols 

Mr. James Wilson 


Norfolk City records prior to 178, are recorded in Norfolk County. 
Norfolk, founded in 1680 and established as a town in 1682, became a 
royal borough in 1736 and a city in 185. 


I am indebted to Judge Major M. Hillard, former Norfolk County Clerk 

of Court, Mrs. Ann Schneider, Miss Alice Ball, Mrs. Mary Lane, Mrs. Essie 
Emory, and all others connected with the Norfolk County Courthouse. Their 
cooperation made this compilation possible. 


Mrs. Elizabeth B. Wingo 
1230 Manchester Ave. 
Norfolk 8, Virginia 


WILL OF JAMES AVERY 
dated, October 175) 
proved, November 175 


In the Name of God Amen I James Avery of Norfolk County 
being Sick and weak in body but of perfect Sence and memory I praise 
God for it. Do make and ordain this my last will and Testament in 
manner and form following 


Imprimis I Bequeath my Soul to God and my Body to the Earth to be 
Decently Entered at the Discretion of my Excatrex hereafter named 

I give unto my beloved wife Mary Avery my best bed and furniture 

I give unto my beloved Son George Avery one Silver Spoon and half my 
working Tools and the other half to my son James Avery 


Item, I give to my Son George Avery a pair of Pistols and Holsters 
and Carbine 


I give unto my Daughter Mabell MacNeel one Silver Spoon 
I give unto my Daughter frances Avery one Silver Spoon 
I give unto my Daughter Matthew (?) Avery one Silver Ypoon 


I give to my Daughter Mary Avery one bed and furniture to She and Her 
heirs for Ever I give unto my Daughter Ann Avery one bed and furniture 
to She and her heirs for Ever I give unto my Daughter Eliz. Avery one 
bed and furniture to her and her heirs for Ever al] which Lagacies to 
be Delivered unto them when they arrive to the age of Twenty and one 
years I give unto my beloved wife all the Remainder part of my movable 
Estate within and without to be Devided between She and my Two youngest 
Sons William Avery and Jno. Avery and the Child She is now with Child 
with She paying all my Just Debts and funerall Expenies and I soe 
Nominate Constitute and Appoint my Said wife Mary Avery and my beloved 
friend Nathaniel Taetam Joint Execatrex of this my last will and 
Testament hereby revoking all others by me formerly made In Witness 
Whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this fourth Day of October 
Anno Domini 1754 —__ 


Signed and Sealed Jas. Avery, Wax Seal 
In the presence of us 

W. Butt 

Peter Butt 


WILL OF JAMES BACHELDER 
dated, 3 March 1754 
proved, date missing 


In the name of God Amen I James Bachelder of Norfolk County being 
of perfect Sence and memory blessed be to God for it I thought fit 
to mack this my Last will and testament in maner and forme as 
folloeth. 


Impremis I give and bequeath my Soul to God my maker and to is 

only son Jesus Christ my Redeemer hopeing throught the merits of 

is parson to Enig Eternal Life when he Shall See fit to tack me 

to is marcy whoase I hope to be Received among the happy Company of 
the Souls and Angels and their to Remain in unety pease and friend- 
ship forever and my body to be buried in a Christian and Desent 
manor according to the Discretion and order of my Executors heare- 
after named after my Just and Lawful Debtas are paid and funarel 
Expenses Satisfied IJ mack Constitute and apoint my Dearly beloved 
wife to be my hole and sole Executor of this my Last will and Test- 
ament to order according to my Desier and Request to be fullfilled 
in Every Respect as I have Desired and all to be Justly and 
Truly Satisfied and paid as heareafter I hath Bequeath according to 
my Desier So Revoking all other wills by me formerly maid I construct 
order and appointe this to be my Laste will and testament verly 
Excluding any others by me formerly ordered or Done 


Item, I gave and bequeath unto my Son Joseph Bachelder the lower 
part of my Land up to the brainch to him and is heares and If my 
Son Joseph Shall Die without heares then is part to go to my son 
William Eachelder and is heares 


Item, I gave unto my Son John Bachelder the uper part of my Land 
Joinen to Stephen Bachelder to him and is heares for Ever if Hither 
of them Die withcut hearse then the Land to go to my Son William 
Bachelder. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Loving Wife the third parte of my 
Estate and the use of the Remainer During her widowhood and I gave to 
my wife the use of my negro men Called Cush bott after her marage and 
after the negro man to be Sould and the money to be cape for my Son 
William Bachelder. 


Item, I gave to my Grandaughter Mary Bachelder Seven pounds Six 
Shilling in full of posshion (possession) Esteate clearing her fall 
(for) the Remainder part of my Esteate and all Reste of my Esteat 
that it has pleased God to Endue me with I desier that it may be 
Equaly Devided amonks all my Children Excepting my wifes thirds that 
I give her after her mariage to be Devided amonk all my children I 
Desier that all my Sons be of age at Twenty years ould. 


So Comiting my Soule to the pertcon of all mighty god and my body to 
the Earth from whence it was Tacken I Leave it to the Descrition of 

my Dearly beloved wife whome I Leave whole and Sole Executer to order 
according to her Desier and Request in Witens Wheareof JI have heareunto 
Set my hand and Seal this 3 Day of March 175). 


James Batcheder 


(Seal missing) 
Witens 
Solomon Cherry 
Stephen Batcheder 
Paul Chirry 


WILL OF JOSEPH BATLY 
dated, 3 August 1723 
proved, 19 June 172) 


In the Name of God Amen the third Day of August in the Year of our 
Lord God 1723 I Joseph Baily of Norfolk County Virginia being weak 

in Body but of Perfect mind and memory praise be to Almighty God. 
Wherefore calling Unto mind the Mortality of my Body and knowing that 
it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my 
Last Will and Testament in manner and form following. 


Imprimis first and principally I give and Recommend my Soul into the 
Hands of Almighty God that gave it, hopeing at the General Resurrection 
to receive the Same Again by the mighty power of God and my Body to 

its Mother Earth to be decently Interr'd at the descretion of My 
Executor or Executrix hereafter mencon'd And as touching my Worldly 
goods wherewith it hath pleased Almighty God to bless me with, I give 
and bequeath in manner and form Following 


Imprimis I give and bequeath unto my Son Joseph Baily all my Lands 
Houses & appurtenances whereon I now dwell w'th all & Singular the 
Appurtenances thereunto belonging to him & his Heirs Lawfully begotten 
whither Sons or Daughters to them & their heirs for Ever after my 
Wifes Decease. But if in case my son Joseph Baily Should die without 
Issue then the Sd. Land and appurtenances to fall unto my Eldest 
Daughter Elizabeth Baily and if She dies w'thout Issue to my Youngest 
daughter Mary. I Likewise give unto my Son Jos Baily a Mill one Cow 
& Calf w'th their Increase one Sow and Piggs w'th their Increase 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Eldest Daughter Elizabeth Baily one 
Large Feather Bed with all the Furniture thereunto belonging one Large 
Pewter Dish, one Iron Pot, one Cow & Calf w'th their Increase, half a 
Dozen Pewter Plates, one Sow & Piggs w'th their Increase, and one Yeo. 
& Lamb and their Increase, and one Spice Morter but my Desire is that 
my Wife have the Use of the Sd. Morter so long as She Shall Live 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Youngest Daughter Mary Baily one Small 
Feather Bed one Cow & Calf & their Increase, one Sow and Piggs with 
their Increase, and one Yeo. & Lamb w'th their Increase one Large Pewter 
Dish half a Dozen of Pewter Plantes, one Large Iron Pot 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my brother in Law Joseph Cooper my Gunn | 
Item, I give and Bequeath unto my brother in Law Edward Cooper my cane. 
Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Loving Wife Ann Baily all the rest of 
my Estate both Real and Personal making the whole and Sole Executrix of 


this my Last will and Testament Utterly Revoking and Disannualing all 
former Wills by me made heretofore I Witness whereof I have hereunto 


Se ee Naan aS 


Set my Hand and Seal the Day and Year Above Written 


Joseph Bayly, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed and Delivered 
as the Last will and Testament 
of the Testator in presence of us - - - 
Lem'1l Langley 
James Williamson 
Solomon Cooper 


Proved in open Court held the 19th of June 172) by 
the oaths of Lem'l Langley & Solo Cooper Two of the 
Wittnesses hereto Subscribed and being Swore to by 
the Ex'rs herein named is ordered to be Recorded. 


Test Solo Wilson CC 


An 


WILL OF PAUL BALLENTINE 
dated, 13 July 1754 
proved, October 1754 


In The Name of God Amen I Paul Ballentine of the Southern Branch of 
Elisabeth River in the County of Norfolk in Virginia Being very Sick 
& weak but in Perfect Sence and Memory Praised be Almighty God for it 
yet Knowing the time is Uncertain when it will please God to call me 
hence have thought fitt to Order all my worldly Estate as I Desire 
with the Blessing of God it Should be First I Bequeath my Precious 
and Immortal Soul to God and the Lord Jesus Christ that Gave it and 
my Body to be Buried as my Executors shall in their Discretion think 
fitting and for my worldly Estate I Give it both real and Personal 

as follows Viz, 


Item, First I Give and Bequeath to my well beloved wife Ann Ballentine 
all my Land House Household Furniture Negroes Horses Cattle & Hogs & 
all things that I am or Shall be possessed with at my Decease During 
her Natural Life or widowhood but and if my Said wife Shall Marry again 
then I Give her the use of my negro wench Jenny my Household furniture 
and Stock During her Natural Life 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Son Jonas Ballentine after the Decease 
of my Said wife the Land I now live on with the Houses and Mill to 

him and his Heirs forever but if he Die without Heirs then I Give it 
to my Son Paul Ballentine and his heirs forever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Eldest Daughter Abigail Ballentine 
one Negro boy named Benomus to her and her heirs forever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Kezia Ballentine one Negro 
boy named Toney to her and Heirs forever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Ann Ballentine one Negro boy 
Cesar to her and her heirs forever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Betty Ballentine one Negro 
boy named Will to her and her Heirs forever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my son Paul Ballentine one Negro Girl 
named Hannah With her Increase to him and his Heirs forever 


Item, my Will also is that if my Negro Wench Jenny Should bear another 
Child I then Give and Bequeath that said Child to my son Church Ballen- ~ 
tine and if it be a Girl the Increase also to him and his heirs forever 
and if my Negro wench have no more Children than these Already Given 

to my other Children I Give my Said son Church Ballentine my Negro wench 
Jenny at the Decease of my wife 


Item, I Give and Bequeath All my Houshold Furniture and Stock at the 
Decease of my wife to be Equally Divided Amongst all my Children 

that shall be than Living I also Nominate and ordain and Appoint my 
well Beloved wife Ann Ballentine and my Rrother in Law Christopher 
Cawson my Sole Executrix and Executor to see this my Last will and 
Testament well and Truly perform'd I Also Renouncing all other former 
will or wills do allow this my Last ill and Testament In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto Sett my Hand and fixed my Seal this Thirteenth 
Day of July Anno Domi 175) 


Paul Ballentine, Wax Seal 

Signed Sealed and Delivered 
in Presence of Us 

her 
Martha X Williamson 

mark 

her 
Martha X Portlock 

mark 
Thomas Williamson 


DEPOSITION OF JERMIAH BECK 


The Deposition of Jerrmiah Beck is that I leave my Brother 


Beniamin Beck if he would give all it he had 
to His next 

Sworn to by me - - — Sworn to In Open Court by Jeremiah 
Beck ----- day of March 1748/9 and on motion of Marg'tt Beck is 


admitted to Record. 
Test. Solo. Wilson CC 


And is recorded by Solo Wilson CC 


(Above document not now recorded) 


WILL OF ABRAHAM BESELEY 
dated, 1 February 1753 
proved, 16 August 1753 


Virginia, Norfolk County. 

In the Name of God Amen, I abraham beseley being very Sick and low 
but in my perfect Sences at this time and not knowing how soon it 
may please God to Call me away out of this world. So this is my 
Last will and Testament and first I gave my Soul to God that gave 
itt me In Hop(e) s that he will receive it to mercy and all my 
worldly good(s) I gave as foloweth 


Itame, I gave to my Son beniamin beseley my gun and Sord I gave to 
my Son also three Sows and pigs 


Itame, I gave also to my Son Abraham beseley tow Sows and a heffer 


Itame, I gave to my son Roberts beseley a deep dish and three deep 
plates I also gave him a Small Iorn poott 


Tatame, I gave also to my daughter Ann Suges five Shillings Sterling 


Itame, I gave also to my Daughter Matha beseley a box Iorn and heators 
I also gave to my daughter Matha a yong heffer 


Itame, I also gave to my daughter Margit beseley a large dish and 
three plats I also gave my daughter Margit a hefer 


Itam, I gave also to my deare wife Martha beseley ye ould mare and 
her colt 


Itame, I gave the Remander part of my Estate to my deare wife Martha 
beseley during her widow Hood and afterwards my Estate to be Eagelly 
to be devided betwen my five children biniamin and Abraham Roberts 
Matha & Margit and I dow fuder mak an apint my wife Martha beseley my 
hole Excuter to See this my Last will performed 


As witnes my hand the first day of febuary one thoussand Seven hundred 
and fifty three 


Abraim Beesley, Seal 


Sined Sealed In the presents of us 
Test Holst'd Hollowell 
Test John Holstead 
Test his 
Willis X Persons 
mark 
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WILL OF TUCKER BEST 
dated, 9 January 1798 
proved, 20 January 1800 


In the Name of God Amen. I Tucker Best of the County of Norfolk 
being at this time (thanks to God) of sound Mind & Memory do hereby 
make & ordain this my last Will & Testament in form & manner as 
follows - Viz 


First, I give to my beloved Wife Nancy Best the use of the Manor 
Plantation whereon I now live during her life or widdowhood, she 
keeping the Houses in repair & cutting no more Timber than the 
plantation requires. I also give unto my Wife the use of all my 
negroes Viz. Phebe, Jesse, Sam Easter, & Moses & all my Stock & 
moveable property of every kind untill my Daughter Betsey arrives 
to the age of eighteen years old - all this I give in Consideration 
of her giving up her right to a piece Land near Shoulders Hill, and 
Keeping & schooling my Children 


Imp's. I give & bequeath to my Daughter Betsy, when she comes to the 
age of Eighteen years, one third of my moveable property & the follow- 
ing negroes Viz - Pheby, Easter & Moses & there incrise except Easters 
first child to her & her Heirs for ever 


Imps. I give to my Son Malacha Best all that parcel or Tract of Land 
whereon I now live as also the following negroes, Jesse, Sam & the 
first living Child that Easter brings after the death of his Mother 
to him & his Heirs forever 


It is my Will and desire that if anything should be recovered of 
William Best or his estate that it should be equally devided between 
my Wife & Children 


And that my Executors shall proceed to make sale of a piece or parcel 
of Land, laying near Shoulders Hill which I got by my Wife, & apply 
the money to the discharge of my just debts 


And I do hereby appoint my Friend Ethelared Lancaster my Executor of 
this my last Will & Testament, revoking all former Wills. In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand & affixed my Seal this ninth day 
January one thousand Seven Hundred & Ninety Eight 


Tucker Best, Seal 
Signed, Sealed, delivered & 


Acknowledged in presence of 
Stephen Wright 
his 
John X Avis 
mark 
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WILL OF WILLTAM BEVERLY 
dated, 28 February 175) 
proved, April Court 1754 


In the Name of God Amen, the 28th day of February 1754, I William 
Beverly of the Western branch of Eliz. River Norfolk County, being 
in perfect & Sound mind & memory, thanks be given to Almighty for 
the same, Do make & ordain this my last Will and Testament in the 
following manner & form 


First & principally I Recommend my Soul into the hands of Almighty 
God, & my body to the Earth to be decently buried at the discretion 
of my Executors hereafter named & as touching all such worldly 
Estate as it hath pleased God to bless me with in this Life I do 
give & bestow thereof as follows 


Item, I do give unto my Son Hillery Beverly my Handmill 
I do give unto my Son William Beverly my Gun 
I do give unto my Son Benjamin Beverly my Chest 


I do give unto my Daughter Elisabeth Beverly my Best Bed & Furniture 
thereunto belonging 


I do give unto my Son Hillery abovs'd. (abovesaid), one pewter Dish 
and one pattle Bason Do 


I do give unto my Son William Beverly One pewter Dish and one pattle 
Bason Do. 


I Do give unto my Sen Benjr. Beverly One pewter Dish and one pattle 
Bason Do. & my Tron Wedges 


I Do give unto my Daughter Eliz'th., one pewter Dish 


I de give unto Each of my Children abovesaid One Hiefer to be paid 
to them as they attain of Age 


All the Rest of my Estate of what kind soever I do give unto My Wife 
Ann Beverly during her widowhood, and afterwards to be equally Divided 
among all my Children. Furthermore I do nominate Constitute & Appoint 
my loving Wife Executrix of this my Last will and Testament in Witness 
whereof I have hereunto Set my hand & Seal tne Day’& Date first above 
written 
Sig'd & Seal'd in presence of us 

Rich'd Harris his 

Henerey (?) Pullen William X Beverly, Seal 

Thomas Ward mark 


aia 
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WILL OF RICHARD BICARDICK 
dated, 16 May 1791 
proved, February Court 1793 


In the Name of God Amen, I Richard Bicardick of the Town of Portsmouth, 
& Norfolk County, Virginia; being very sick and Weak in Body, but of 
perfect mind & memory, Thanks be given unto God: calling unto mind 

the Mortality of my Body, and knowing, that it is appointed for all 
men once to die, do Make and Ordain this my last Will and Testament, 
That is principally and first of all, I give and recommend my Soul into 
the Hand of Almighty God that gave it, and my Body I recommend to the 
Earth, to be buried in decent Christian Burial, at the Discretion of 
my Executors; nothing doubting but at the last day I shall receive 

the same again, by the mighty Power of God, And as Touching such 
Worldly Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this Life, 
I Give, devise, and dispose of the same in th: following Manner and 
Form: First I give to my wife Mary Bicardick my House & Lott whereon 

I now live wholy & solely for her use and Benefit forever. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto her my dearly beloved wife Mary 
Bicardick, One Lott of Land No. Gosport, Portsmouth; to her, 
Her heirs and assigns forever. 


Item, also a few Negroes which are to be divided & after a Division 
of those Negroes take place to be her whole & sole property forever. 


Item, I also give and bequeath unto her my said Wife Mary Bicardick 
One half of a Lott in the Borough of Norfolx, now held by Savage 
Calvert, And the said Mary Bicardick I do Constitute make and Ordain 
the Sole Executrix of this my last Will and Testament, all and Singular 
my Lands, Messuages, and Tenements by her freely to be possessed and 
Enjoyed, And I do hereby utterly disallow, revoke, and disannual all 
and every other former Testaments, Wills, Legacies, Bequests, and 
Executors by me in any Ways before Named, willed and bequeathed rati- 
fying and confirming this, and no other, to be my last Will and 
Testament. In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto Set my Hand and Seal, 
this Sixteenth day of May, One Thousand Seven Hundred & Ninety One. 


R. Bickardick, Seal 

Signed, Sealed, and delivered, 
and declared by the said Rd. Bicardick, 
as his last Will and Testament in the 
presence of us, who in his presence, and 
in the presence of each other, have hereto 
Subscribed our names - 

Alexr. Phillips 

Alexr. McFarlane 

Elisabeth Cocke 
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WILL OF MARY BLAND 
dated, 12 April 1799 
proved, date not given 


In the Name of God Amen. JI Mary Bland formerly of Norfolk but at 
present in the Town of Portsmouth in the County of Norfolk, being 
Sick and weak of body, but of sound mind and memory, thanks be to 
God for the same, and calling to mind the uncertainty of this 
mortal life, do make and ordain this my Last will and Testament in 
the following manner and form, that is to say, 


Imprimis, I give and bequeath to God a Soul polluted with many sins, 
but I hope purified by repentance, and I Trust, redeemed by Jesus 
Christ. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my loving sister Sarah Wilson my 
negro woman Lucy and her three children Charles, Henry, and James, 
to her and her heirs forever. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my loving sister Nancy Wormington 
my negro woman Patty and her child William to her and her heirs 
forever. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my loving sister Charlotte Wormington 
my negro woman Rachel and her child Bob, to her and her heirs for- 
ever 


Item, It is my will and desire, that my Lots of land in Gosport be 
sold by my executors hereafter named, either at private or public 
sale, for ready money or on a credit, at their discretion, and the 
money arising from such sale as all the rest and residue of my 
estate of what nature or kind soever, to be equally divided between 
my said three Sisters Sarah Wilson, & Nancy and Charlotte Wormington 
to them and their heirs forever. 


Item, Should it hereafter appear that the four negroes I have given 
my sister Sarah, are not my right and property, and she loses them, 
then and in that case I give to my said Sister Sarah, Patty and her 
child Wm. (before given to Nancy) to her and her heirs forever. And 
should it appear that neither of the said negroes Lucy and children 
and Patty and child are my right and property and those to whom I 
have given them, lose them then and in that case I give to my said 
Sister Sarah my negro boy Bob to her and her heirs forever. 


And Rachel I give to be divided between my Two sisters Nancy and 
Charlotte Wormington in this manner, for her to be appraised by Two 
good men and for Nancy to take Rachel and pay Charlotte one half of 
what she is valued at, or for Charlotte to take her and pay Nancy 
one half of her value, as they may agree. And should it hereafter 


1), 


appear that my right to negro Lucy and children is good and my 
Sister Sarah keeps possession of them, and it should appear that 
Patty and Child are not my property, and my sister Nancy to whom 

I have given them (in case Sarah's right to Lucy and Children be 
good) should be dispossessed of them, then and in that case I do 
revoke the third bequest to my sister Charlotte, and so much of the 
fourth bequest as directs a division of the proceeds of the sale of 
the Lots, between my three Sisters, and do give and bequeath to my 
sister Nancy my negro boy Bob to her and heirs forever, and to my 
sister Charlotte negro Rachel and the proceeds of the sale of the 
Lots aforementioned to her and her heirs forever. 


And Lastly I do hereby constitute and appoint my friend Joseph 
Bagnall & my brothers in Law John and James Wormington Executors 
of this my last Will and Testament. In witness Whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 12th. day of April 
ios 


Mary Bland, Wax Seal 


Signed, Sealed, published 
and declared as and for 
the last will & Testament 
of the above named Mary Bland 
in presence of us - 
Swepson Whitehead 
Wm. Wilson Jr. 
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WILL OF WILLIAM BRESSIE JUNR. 
dated,27 July 1782 
proved, January 1783 


In the Name of God Amen, this Twenty seventh day of July one Thousand 
seven hundred & eighty Two, I William Bressie Junr. of Norfolk County, 
being of Weak body but of sound & perfect mind & memory do make & 
ordain this to be my last Will & Testament, in manner & form as follows 
to wit, 


Imprimis, I leave & its my desire that my negro Woman Amey with all 
my Stock of Horses, Cattle, Sheep & Hoggs, with all my Houshold 
furniture etc, be sold & after the support & education of all my 
children & paying my Just debts, if any remains I give & bequeath it 
to my Son Frank & his heirs forever 


Item, Its my Will & desire that all the use of my negroes be hired 
out yearly, & the profits arising from such sales to be for the support 
& education of all my children according to their several nessessitys _ 


Item, Its my Will & desire that all my negroes be laid off in lotts by 
Indifferent persons chosen, as near adjust as to them may appear Just, 
& for my Son Frank to have his first choice & the remainder parts for 
my Daughters Nancy & Salley, to them & their heirs forever, this 
division of the Negroes is to be made when my son arrives at age 


Item, Its my Will & desire that my land be rented out yearly & the 
profits arising from such sales, I leave for the better support & 
education of my Son Frank 


Item, Its my desire that for all sums under five pounds at my sale be 
for ready money, & all over that sum Twelve months Credit with Bonds 
to bare Interest from the date with good Security I Do Nominate & 
apoint my Brother Thomas Bressie & William Wilson Junr. exceutors to 
this my last Will & Testament revoking all other former Will or Wills 
heretofore made & this to be my last, In witness Whereof I have here 
unto Set my hand & Seal the day & year first above written 


Will: Bressie Junr., Seal 
Signed Sealed & Delivered 
in the presence of 
John Baxter 
Ann Bressie 
Thomas Bressie Junr. 
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WILL OF HENRIETTA BRET 
dated, 31 October 17h7 
proved, Date Missing 


In the Name of God Amen I Henrietta Bret of the Borough & County of 
Norfolk, being sick & weak, but praised be God, of perfect Sense & 

memory, do make & ordain this my Last Will & Testament in Manner & 

Form following 


Imprimis, I recommend my Soul to Almighty God, who gave it, in Hopes, 
thro! the merits of my blessed Savoir & Redeemer, Jesus Christ, to 
meet with, a joyful Resurrection & my Body to the Earth to be buried 
according to the Discretion of my Executors hereafter named. As to 
what wordly Goods the Almighty hath been pleased to bestow on me, I 
give as followeth, 


to my beloved Counsin Affelia Bret, I bequeath one negroe Girl (w'th. 

her future Increase) named Amy, to her the Sd. Affelia Bret & Her Heirs 
for ever, in Default of such heirs, then I give the afores'd. negroe 

& her Increase as above, to my Cousin Elizabeth Bret & Her Heirs forever. 


Item, I give & bequeath one negroe Girl named Esther w'th her future 

Increase to My Cousin Robert Bret & His Heirs for ever, & for want of 
such Heirs, I give the afores'd negroe Girl Esther & her Increase to 

my Cousin George Avery & His Heirs for ever. 


Item, I give to my Cousin Elizabeth Bret, One negroe Girl named Mary 
to her & Her Heirs for ever, & for want of such Heirs, I give the sd. 
negro Girl w'th Her Increase to my Cousin Frances Avery & Her Heirs 
for ever. 


Item, my desire is that my negroe Woman named Tib. shall be sold by my 
Exec'rs the sd. negroe woman to make choice of Her Master or Mistress 

as soon as conveniently it may be done after my Decease, for ready money, 
& the money to be equally divided between, after the following Legacies 
are Taken out of the money arising from the sale of the sd. negroe 

woman, Viz. one pistole to my Cousin Mary Hunter to buy Her a Ring, One 
pistole to my Cousin Mary Ann Bret to buy her a Ring, one pistole to 

my Sister Affia Stevens, one pistole to Eliza' Holt, one pistole to my 
Cousin John Bret & one pistole to my Cousin William Hunter, to buy each 
of them a Ring, also Six Shillings to Elizabeth Nicholson, also Six 
Shillings to Prudence Nicholson, Also I give one pistole to Dinah 

Owner. Also I give one pistole to my Cousin William Bret. JI likewise 
give one pistole to Mrs. Belitha, my Sister Stevenson, my Cousins Frances, 
Mabell, Martha & George Avery. After my just Debts & Funeral Charges 

are paid, my will is that the Rest of my Estate shall be equally divided 
Between my aboves'd. four Cousins, Frances , Mabell, Martha & George 
Avery. 


Item, I give unto my GodSon John Pasteur one Gold Ring which I have in 


aby 


my pocket and I do hereby nominate, constitute, & appoint, my Trusty 
Friends Capt. John Hutchins & Capt. John Phripp Exec'rs. to this my 
last Will and Testament; hereby revoking all former Wills by me here- 
tofore made. In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my Hand & affixed 
my Seal this 3lst. Day of October 17h7. 


Signed, Sealed & delivered her 
in presence of us Henrietta X Bret, Wax Seal 
mark 


Tshmael Moody 
Mary Moody 
Mary Hunter 
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WILL OF JOHN BROWN 
dated, 31 March 1738 
lodged, 16 February 1738/9 


In the Name of God Amen I John Brown of ye Island of Bermudas Mariner 
finding my Self in my Perfect Sences God be thanked for the Same but 
in a very bad State of health. 


Imprimis I bequeath My Soul to God who of his Tender Mercy has been 
my Saviour - --- - and my body to be buried according to Christian 
burial ----------- 


Item, I bequeath all my Worldy affect house and Land to My Child 

(in case it Should live) or to his or her airs for ever, in indefault 
of an air, To My Loveing brothers Child Sam'l. Brown of the Island 
afores'd: ------- 


Item, My Mate James Lewell being dead I invest the charge of the Ship 
Industry to Wm. Noggons or whome he Shall think Proper, to follow the 
order given me by My Owner To Act in My or his behalf. - ----- - 


The 3lst. of March 1738 three oClock after Meridine in ye Lat'd. of 
3°6:3 4 No Cape St. Maris N W 9 Leag'e. 


his 
John X Brown, Wax Seal 
mark 
Test. 
John Cumby P.S. the Way on board to be put into 
Arff? Hodgshaus? ye hand of Mr. Pringle according 
Alex'r. Pettigrew To ye Invoice? 
his 
John X Jier? 
mark 


At a Court held ye 16 of ffeb. 1738/9, This will ordered 
to be Lodged in the office. 
Test SW C Cur - 
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WILL OF ABRAHAM BRUCE 
dated, 5 November 1752 
proved, April 175) 


In the Name of God Amen the 5th. of Novem'r. 1752, I Abraham Bruce 

of the Western branch of Eliz'th. River Norfolk County Being in Sound 
mind & Memory thanks be Given to God for ye Same and Calling to mind 
the uncertainty of my Continuance in this mortal State of Life Do make 
& ordain this my last Will & Testament in the following manner & form, 
First & principally I Recommend my Soul into ye hands of Almighty God 
who gave it me & my body to ye Earth to be Decently buried at the Dis- 
cretion of my Ex'rs. hereafter named and all my Worldly Estate I do 
give Devise & bestow thereof as follows first my will & Desire 
is that all my Just & lawfull Debts be paid & Discharged 


Item, I Do hereby Sett my Son Abraham Bruce free this present day & 
Impower him to Claim possess & Enjoy all such part of my Estate Given 
to him this my Will Immediately after my Decease 


Item, I Do give & Bequeath unto mv Son Abraham Bruce Two full Shares of 
all my personal estate 


My Said Estate to be Divided by any Two or more Men as all my Children 
Shall Agree to Choose And the remainder of my Estate to be 
Equally Divided among all the Rest of my Children after my Son Abraham 
hath Rec'd his Five Shares as abovsd 


Furthermore, I Do hereby Nominate Constitute & Appoint my Son Abraham 

Pruce & my Loving friend Richard Harris Executors of this my Last Will 
& Testam't. In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto Set my hand & Seal 

the day & Date above written. 


Sign'd Seal'd & Declared to be his Last Will & Testam't. 
In presence of us the Subscribers 


his his 
James X Bruce Abraham X Bruce, Wax Seal 
mark mark 
her 
Mary X Garner 
mark 
her 


Rose X Bruce 
mark 


WILL OF WILLIAM BUSTIN 
dated, 19 July 175h 
proved, November 175) 
In the Name of God Amen 


J William Bustin of the County of Norfolk Being in Sound mind and 
memory Do make this my Last will and Testament: and first I Recommend 
my Soul into the Hands of Almighty God who gave it to me and my Body 

I leave to the earth whence it was Taken to Be Desently Buried and 

as for my Temporal Estate I Dispose as followeth 


Item, I Give and Bequath unto my Loving wife Sarah Bustin all Singular 
my Estate Reyall and personall within and with (out) Dores of what 
quallity Soever for her Soport and maintenance During her natural Life 
with liberty to make up of wood and timber for her Soport ----? 


Item, I Give and Bequath unto my Granson Christopher Bustin my maner 
plantation I now Live on with the Land thereunto Belonging Except Two 
acres of Land which I Shall Dispose of other ways by this my will which 
said Land and plantation as aforesaid I give unto my said Granson 
Christopher and his heirs But if he the Said Christopher Should Die 
without Issue or Before he attains to the age of Twenty one years then 
in Such Case I give the Said Land unto my granson William Bustin and 
his heirs forever 


Item, I Give and Bequath unto my Granson Benjamin Busten my Lands 
called Tatems to him and his heirs But & if he the Said Benjamin Should 
Die without Issue or before he attains to the age of Twenty one years 
then in Such Case I give the Said Land unto my granson Thomas Bustin 

& his heirs 


Item, I give and Bequath unto my Son Thomas Bustin the Land and plan- 
tation which he now lives as the Same is Lade off to him and his heirs: 
But and if my Granson Christopher cr either of the heirs of my son 
William Deceased who by this my will, have the right of my manor plan- 
tation when they or either of them Comes of Lawfull age Shall Refuse 

if Required By my Said Son Thomas to make and Execute Lawfull Convey- 
ances to my Said Son to my Said Son Thomas for the Said Lands he now 
lives on then in Such Case my will and meaning is that my maner plan- 
tation given unto Christopher fall to Said Son Thomas Bustin and his 
heirs 


Item, I give and Beauath unto my son Thomas Bustin a peice of Land 
Called the Swamp Land joyning on the Land of Thomas Herbert & my 
Granson Benjamin & his heirs 


Item, I give and Bequath unto my Grandaughter Sarah wife of Sam'1l 
Sparrow one half acre of Land joyning upon the Line of Mr. Andrew 
Sprewll from the water Side upwards also one feather Bead & furniture 
to her and her heirs 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Grandaughter Frankey Busten one 
Lott and half acre of Land Joyning to Sarah Sparrows Line upwards 
also one Cow and Calf if any left after the Decease of my wife to 
her and her heirs 


Item, I give and Bequath unto my granson Thomas Bustin one half acre 
of Land adjoyning on the Line of my grandaughter Sarah from the water 
Side upwards to him and his heirs 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Granson William Busten one half acre 
of Land adjoyning to my Granson Thomas his line so upwards to him and 
his heirs 


Item, My will and meaning is that after the Death of my wife Sarah 
that my negro man London Be hired out for the Fest price can be gott 
and the money arising for Such his hire when my Said Grandson Thomas 
Busten comes of Lawfull age to Be equally Divided Between my Two 
Gransons Thomas & William Busten But that the Said negro man London 
be then and Belong unto my Said Granson Thomas and his heirs 


Item, My will and meaning is that if my wife Dies Before my Granson 
Christopher Comes of Lawfull age that the Houses and Land given unto 
him be rented out untill he Comes of age to Inherit them and the 
Said rent be for his use only 


Item, And as to what personal Estate given unto my wife that Shall 
Remain after the Death of my wife if any Remains to fall be and Belong 
unto my Son Thomas Bustin and his heirs: And further my will is that 
this my Small Estate, as well Knowing my Self Clear of Debt & my Said 
Estate chiefly given to her my Said wife that the same may not be 
appraised not that my Executors may not be compelled to Render an 
Inventory of my Said estate And I Doe nominate and appoint my Loving 
wife Sarah and my Son Thomas Bustin to be Executor and Executrix of 
this my Last will and Testament, In Testimony whereof I have hereunto 
Set my hand and Seal this nineteenth Day of July one thousand Seven 
hundred and fifty four 


William Bustin, Wax Seal 


Signed Sealed and pronounced By the 
Said William Bustin to Be his Last 
will & Testament in presents of us 

Thomas #dwards 

Sophiah Edwards 

Will: Portlock 
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WILL OF MARGARET BUTT 
dated, 18 August 1735 
proved, 21 November 1735 


In the Name of God Amen I Margret Butt of Norfolk County being Sick 
but of Sound and perfect mind and memory for which I bless Almighty 
God and calling to mind the shortness of this mortal Life Do make 
ordaine and own this my Last Will and Testament of manner and forme 
following 


First, I bequeath my Soule into the hands of God who gave it and my 
body to the Earth (torn) -- at the Deposition of my Executor or 
Executrix herein mentioned and for all the worldly goods which it 
hath pleased Almighty God to bless me with I do give in manner and 
form as followeth 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my god Daughter Sarah Wilson that 
piece of Land which was given unto me by my father Robert Butt called 
and known by the name of --- --- --- --- --- on John Pinkerton his 
Land only Excepting my Sister's Ede Jones to have the privelege on 
the Said ---? During her Natural Life and after her Decease to go to 
said god Daughter Sarah Wilson and her heirs forever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Deare and Loving mother Elizabeth 
Butt all my personal Estate both within doors and with out doors 
unto my Said mother and her heirs for Ever, and for the true per- 
forming of --- --- --- --- --- last Will and Testament I do appoint 
my mother Elizabeth Butt and my Sister Ede Jones whole and joyntly 
my Executrix(?) In witness hereof I have hereunto Set my hand and 
Seal this 18'th day of August 1735. 


her 
Margret X Butt, Wax Seal 
mark 
Signed & Sealed in presence of us 
Tho. Nash 
Emanuel Burgess 


At a Court held the 2lst. of November 1735. 
The above will is proved by all the witness 
& Sworn to according to Law 


SW cCcl 
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WILL OF WILLIAM BUTT 
dated, 18 May 1750 (per Deposition following) 
proved, July Court 1751 


Norfolk County. In the Name of God Amen I William Butt being Sick 
and weak of body Doth make this my Last will and Testament Disanuling 
all other wills heretofore made as followeth, Viz 


Item, I give to my Son Caleb Butt that Plantation he now Lives on 
& all my Land joyning to it all to That Plantation Called Fox Neck 
with all that Land in that patten Called Fox Neck. Likewise part 
of that tract which I Bought of Colonel Newton beginning at a white 
oak Standing on the Line Called Fox Neck So Running to a --- oak 
Standing in Archers Old Field from thence to a marked pine standing 
near the old Luken (?) place and Likewise my Negro Maryea this I 
give to him and his Heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Son Edward Butt my manor plantation 
and all the remainder part of my ungiven Land that is lying in the 
North West woods and my negro boy Named ---?, This I give to him and 
his Heirs for Ever 


Item, I give to my son Edward Butt my negro girl Named Lucy to him 
and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give to my Daughter Sarah Butt my Negro boy named Moses and 
my Negro girl Named Jenny. This I give to her and her heirs for 
Ever only Reserving the use of my negro Girl Jenny to my 
wife Mary Butt Yuring her natural Life. And for the due management 
of this my Last will and Testament I do appoint my Loving wife and 
my Son Caleb Butt my hole Extors. of this my Last will and Testament 
and hereto Set my hand & fix my Seale. 


William Butt, Wax Seal 


NOTE: See Deposition of Lemuel Butt next page. 
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DEPOSITION OF LEMUEL BUTT 


The Deposition of Lemuel Butt aged Forty seven years and upwards who 


being first sworn on the Holy Evangelists Saith that on the eighteenth 


Day of May in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty and a certain William Butt now deceased, late of the County of 
Norfolk and who was then sick and weak applied to this Deponent to 
write his last Will which this Deponent accordingly did agreeable to 
the Directions and Instructions of the said William which Will is 
hereunto annexed. And this Deponent further saith that to the best 
of his Knowledge the said William was in his proper Senses when he 
gave this Deponent the Instructions aforesaid to write the Will 
aforesaid and when he signed the same. And that he the said William 
with the assistance of this Deponent signed the Will aforesaid with 
his proper Name which assistance this Deponent gave the said William 
in compliance with the said William's Desire and request for that 
Purpose, and that the said Will was sealed at the Desire and in the 
Presence of the said William Butt And further saith not 


Lem'1 Butt 


Sworn to in Open Court 
this 25th. of July 1751 


Sam'] Boush Cl Cr 


NOTE: See next page for the deposition of Anthony Butt. 


DEPOSITION OF ANTHONY BUTT 


The Deposition of Anthony Butt aged Fifty eight and upwards who 

being first Sworn on the Holy Evangelists saith that on the eighteenth 
Day of May in the year of our Lord MDCCXL1, This Deponent was at the 
House of William Butt, late of the County of Norfolk, now deceased 
who was then sick and weak and that this Deponent heard the said 
William Butt desire Lemuel Butt to write his last will which the 

said Lemuel accordingly did agreeable to the Instructions of the said 
William; and this Deponent further saith that to the best of his 
Knowledge the said William Butt was in his Proper senses at the Time 
when he gave the Instructions for writing his Will aforesaid, and 
when he the said William signed & ordered the same to be sealed and 
that this Deponent saw the said William Butt with the Assistance of 
the said Lemuel sign the Will aforesaid which assistance the said 
William requested of the said lemuel and further saith not 


Anthony Butt 
Sworn to in Open Court 
Enise2Oth. day or July, l751 


Sam'l Boush CC 
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WILL OF ELIZABETH CALLOWAY 
dated, December 1711 
proved, 21 September 1711 


Know All men by These presents that I Elizabeth Callowa Widow woman 

of the western branch of Norfolk County first I doe give to my Daughter 
Suzanna Calloway won feather bed and bolstur one carpett and a pare of 
Sheets. Allso a brass kittle and a brass pann Allso one puter Dish 

a bason an Two plates and Three Poringers and puter funell and salt- 
seller. also one bellmetle -- Also one small Chest 


Secondly I Doe give to my Sun Thomas Burtun one bellmetle Pott also 
Two puter Dishes and Three platts also one Hieffer of four years 

old marked with a cross and a Hole in the Right Year and in the left 
Year a Cross and Three Slitts and Also Hur increase And These Legases 
Which I have Given to my Daughter is to be Delivered att my Death to 
hur and if in either should Dye before my Sun Thomas Should come at 
age then my Daughte to have them in Hur Possession untell he is att 
age To Receive Them. 


This Deed Gift made This Day of December and in Ye Year of our Lord 
Anno Do 1711. 


Signum 
Eliza' X Calloway, Wax seal 
Signed & Sealed in The presents 
of us 
Test Jno. Nicklis 
Matth: Spivey 


Acknowledged in Court this 2ld of Sept. 1711 and Ordered 
to be recorded Test Lem Wilson Cl Cur 


Recorded in the Records of Norfolk County by me 


Thos. Butt D CCur 


{Above document not now recorded} 
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WILL OF JEREMIAH CHERRY 
dated, 11 February 175) 
proved, December Court 175) 


In the Name of God Amen I Jeremiah Cherry of Norfolk County being 
Very Sick & weak of body but in Perfect Sence & memory Bleassed be 
God for it I thought fit to make this my Last will & Testament In 
maner & form following Imprimes I give & bequeath my Soul to God 
my maker & his only Son Jesus Christ my Redeemer 


Item, I give & bequeath to my Son Thomas Cherry that part of my 
plantation I now Live on up to the Road to him & his heirs for Ever 
& the Road to be the bounds botween him & his brother hereafter 
mentioned 


Item, I give & bequeath to my son Jeremiah Cherry the Remainder part 
of my plantation above the Road to him and his heirs for Ever & my 
‘Swamp Land I give to be equally Devided between my to Sons Thomas 
Cherry and Jeremiah Cherry & there heirs for Ever 


Item, I give & bequeath to my well beloved wife Mary Cherry my 
Negrow man named Anthony Endureing Hir Widdowhood & at hir Death 
or marage to be Sold & Equaly Devided between my Sons & Daughters 


Item, I give & bequeath to my wife Mary my horse & Side Sadle one 
feather bed Enduring her Life & the Use of my handmill Endureing Hir 
Widdowhood & at hir marage or Death the mill to go to my Son Thomas 
Cherry 


Also I give to my wife my bigest Iron Pot Endureing hir Life & at 
hir Decease to my Son Thomas Cherry 


Item, I give unto my Daughter Martha Cherry one feather bead & the 
furniture belonging to it to be Delivered to Hir at the Day of hir 
marage also one pewter Dish to be Delivered to hir at hir Marage 


Item, I give to my Daughter Mary Cherry one feather bed & the furniture 
belonging to it also one pewter Dish to be Delivered at her marage 


Item, I give to my Daughter Sarah Cherry one feather bed & the furniture 
belonging to it also one pewter Dish to be Delivered to hir at hir 
marage 


Item, I give Unto my Daughter Tamer Cherry one feather bed & the furni- 
ture belonging to it also one pewter Dish to be Delivered to her at 
hir marage 


Item, I give to my Wife Mary Cherry five pounds in money to be at 
hir one Desposeing & all the Rest of my money I Desire to be Equaly 
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Devided between my Sons & Daughters & all the Rest of my Estate within 
Doors & Without that is not allready Will'd away to be Equally Devided 
between my Sons and Daughters 


And I Do appoint my Loveing wife Mary Cherry to be my hole & Sole 
Executer of this my Last Will And Testament Revokeing & Dissanuling 
all other wills by me made In Wittness whereof I have hereunto Set my 
hand & Seall this llth: Day of Febr'y 1754 


his 
Jeremiah X Cherry, Wax Seal 
mark 
Signed Sealed & Acknowledge 
In the presents of Us 
Solomon Cherry 
Joseph Cherry 
John Ferebee 
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WILL OF JOHN CHERRY 
dated, 30 April 175) 
proved, March Court 1755 


In the Name of God Amen I John Cherry of the County of Norfolk being 
Sick and Weak of body But of Sound and Perfect Memory thanks be to 
Almighty God for the Same Do make and ordain this my Present Last 

Will and Testam't - in manner and form ffollowing that is to Say I 
recommend to God my Soul hopeing thro the merits of my Blessed Saviour 
to have full Remission of all my Sins and to Inherit Everlasting Life 
and my body I Commit to the Earth to be Decently Buried at the Dis- 
cretion of my Exceu'rs Hereafter named And as touching the Disposition 
of all Such Goods as it hath pleased God to bestow upon me I give and 
Dispose thereof in manner and form ffollowing 


Imprimis, I Give and bequeath unto my son Spring Cherry the plantation 
and Land I now Live on Containing Fifty Acres with all the Conveniant- 
cies thereunto belonging to him and his heirs for Ever also one hundred 
and five Acres of Swamp Land IJ Give the Sd. Spring Cherry to him and 
his heirs for Ever 


Also I Give unto my Son Spring Cherry my old plantation and Land 
Down to the Road the Sd. plantation I formerly Lived on to him and 
his heirs Lawfully begotten of his body for Ever 


Item, I Give and bequeath unto my Granson Jonathan Cherry the Remainder 
part of the Land Lying below the Road which Did belong to the Sd. old 
plantation Land the Sd. Land joyning upon Deep Creek - to him and his 


heirs for Ever and the Road to be the bounds between my Son Springs 
Land & my Grandson Jonathans Land 


Item, I Give unto my beloved wife Sarah Cherry one Cow & Calf and one 
Sow and piggs and Three pounds in money to hir and hir heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Grandaughter Ufan Cherry one heipher to her & her 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Son Spring Cherry my handmill Stones and one 
feather bed and the furniture thereunto belonging the Sd. bed which 
I Lay on to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Daughter Bethia Cherry one feather bed & the 
furniture belonging to it and one Small Iron pot and the half of my 
pewter and one Cow and one Stock of bees to hir & hir heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Son Spring Cherry one Large Iron Pot and my mare 
and the other half of my pewter which I have not Already Given before 
and one Large chest and one Crosscut Saw to him & his heirs for Ever 
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Item, I Give unto my Grandaughter Ann Cherry one heipher to hir and 
hir heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Granson Joell Cherry my new Gun to him & his 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Son Spring Cherry all my Cooppers Tools and 
all the Remainder part of my Chattles that I have not Already Will'd 
away to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my Daughter Elizabeth Cherry Twenty Shillings and 
that is to be in full of hir portion 


Item, I Give unto my Son John Cherry Twenty Shillings and that is to 
be in full of his portion 


Item, I Give unto my Son Aaron Cherry Twenty Shillings and that is to 
be in full of his portion 


Item, I Give unto my Daughter Affia Hill Twenty Shillings and that 
to be in full of hir portion 


Item, I Give unto my Daughter bethia Cherry one Large Table for Ever 


Item, I Give all my Stock of hogs to be Equally Devided between my 

Son Spring Cherry & my wife Sarah Cherry & my Daughter bethia Cherry 
Allso my money which I have not Allready Wil'd away I Leave to be 
Equally Devided between my Son Spring my Wife Sarah and my Daughter 
bethia paying my funerall & Coart Charges: And I Do hereby Contestute 
and Appoint my Son Spring Cherry Sole Execu'r & Exectrix of this my 
Last Will and Testament Revoking Disannuling and makeing Void all 
former Wills by me made and this only to be taken for my Last Will and 
Testament. In Wittness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seall 


this Thirtieth Day of April one Thousand Seven hundred and fifty four _ 


his 
John X Cherry, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed and Acknowledge mark 
In the presents of Us 
Joseph Biggs 
his 
Hillery X Cherry 
mark 
John Ferebee 


WILL OF LEWIS CONNER 
dated, 10 January 1733 
proved, 16 March 1733 & 21 June 1734 


In the Name of God Amen I Lewis Conner being Sick and weak in body but 
parfect memory thank God Doe hereby make this my Last Will and Testament 
in manner & form following 


first I Bequeive my Soul to God that Gave it Trusting in The mercies 

and merits of Jesus Christ for a Joyful Resurrection at the Last Day 

and my body to the Earth from whence it came for what worldly Goods I 
have I Give as followeth 


first I Give to my Daughter Clare my Negro wench Aby and her youngest 
Child Taby and her boy Clytus unto her heirs for Ever 


I Give to my Son Rodrick my Negro boy James and my Negro Girl Ding 
to him and his heirs for Ever. 


I Give to my Son Demsey John Thurrowgood my Negro boy Robbin and my 
Negro Girl Lucy and to his heirs for Ever 


I Give to my Daughter Monicey my Negro wench Rose and Her Child Soly 
and to her heirs for Ever 


I Give to my Daughter Margett my Negro wench hanner and her Uhild 
fillis and to her heirs for Ever 


I Give to my Daughter Mary Teresa and my Negro wench Beck and to her 
heirs for Ever 


I Give to ny Daughter Charlett my Negro wench hannah With my mothers 
Good Leave and after her Deceas to my Sd. Dafter and to her heirs for 
Ever. 


I Give to my Daughter Clottilda my Negro wench Soue and to her heirs 
for Ever to be Delivered her at the Age of Sixteen or marrage and I 
Oblidge my Sd. Daughter to be confined under the gardinShip of my Deare 
wife till the term of Sixteen years or marrage. 


I Give to my Son Lewis my Negro fellow Pompy and after my mothers Decease 
I give him my fellow Dick to him and to his heires for Ever. 


I Give to my Son Anthony my Negro fellow hannabal and my Negro boy Herry 
to him and to his heires for Ever 


I Give to my Deare and Loveing wife Elizabeth Conner Her own proper 
Negros Viz. by the name Seafer, Tom, Jack Sarrah and the two malatter 
boys David and Lewis and besides I Give to my Deare wife aforeSaid my 
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old Negro fellow quoth? and to all these to her heires for Ever. 


I Give to my Deare wife all the houseoll Stuff I have In the world of 
any Sort whatsoever with all manner of working Tools To. 


I Give unto my Son Anthony Conner my Plantation at Nanneys' Creek and 
the Stock of Cattle thereon allowing to my wife the Prevledge of Killing 
Such Beaf as is fitt to butcher for Two years next in Sowing. 


I Give to my Son lewis Conner a Parsell of Cattle that belongs to 
Batson Whitterses Pen and five Sows and Piggs when Ever he pleases to 
carry them off the Plantation but not before and I Give him a wild gang 
of mares and coults at the inlett. 


I Give to my Deare wife all my Iand within the Paster and with all my 
houses thereunto Standing with that I now Dwell in to her Dureing her 
Naturell Life Provided She Continues a widow Then to my Son Lewis 

Conner I devise the Same & to the Heirs of her Body Lawfully Begotten. 


I Give to my Loveing wife all the Rest of my Stock whatsoever horses, 
hoggs sheep cattle and all Domestick fowl To her own Propper use for 
Ever 


I Give unto her the use of the marshes at Currytuck inlett Dureing her 
Natural Life and I Give her my gun. 


I Give unto my Son Lewis about Two hundred acres of marsh Joyning to 
Simmonses Paster and all soe about as much more in the midle of the 
table of pines marshes between Mr. Robersons and horatir Woodas (Horatio 
Woodhouse) there bounds. 


I Give to my Son Lewis five thousand acres of Land Lying Neare the 
mouth of Crtchne Creek neare the fort I Give to him and his heires for 
Ever. 


I Give to my two Sons Demsey and Rodarick Tenn thousand acres of Land 
Lying upon Crtchne Swamp to be Equilly Devided between them and to 

their heirs for Ever never-The Less If theire mother my Deare wife Shall 
think it to there advantage She may Dispose of the Sd. Land and Apply 
the money for their better use. 


I Doe Give my Land at urther Side of the River where my mother doth 
dwell and Jno. Deeans after my mothers Deceas to be Sold by my Exertrix 
towards the payment of my Debts and I Give my Land at head of Leanhaven 
(Lynnhaven) River about three hundred and fifty acres to be sould by her 
for the Same uses and I Give three hundred ninty Sixt acres of Land at ~ 
Pongo Ridg between Mr. Morses and Frances Spon? Line To be sold for the 
Same uses by her and I Doe alsoe Give my Seder land in Carrolina contan- 
ing about Eight Thousand acres To be Sold by her towards the payment of 
my Debts and when all is Sold that is hereby ordered to be Sold If there 
are anything Remeaning after my Just Debts is paid the over plush (plus) 


I Desire her to Devide between her self and all my children mentioned 
here in ye will as for my Daughters Elizabeth Lee and Bridgett Lee 
Each of them one Shilling in full of There part of my Estate. 


I Give to my Son Lewis one hundred fifty Eight acres of Land on 
Bullocks Creek which I bought of Capt. Jenkins to him and his heirs 
for Ever and I Give him my Sord 


I Give to my Son Anthony one thousand acres of Sandbanks and marsh to 
him & his heirs for Ever and I Give him my watch. 


Any Debts that Should be found Due to me I Give to my Deare Wife also 
my Negro Boy Sam & Hastens my mullatto I give to my Dear wife Eliz'th 
Conner and her heirs for Ever 


I Doe heare by nommonate my Deare and Loveing wife my hold and Sole 
Exectrix of this my Last will and Testament in Witness whereof I have 
here unto Put my hand and fixed my Seal this the Tenth Day of Janry. 
one thousand Seven hundred and thirty three. 


Lewis Conner, Seal 
Sign'd & published before us 
William Denby 
John X Denby 
Timothy X Paton Junr. 


At a Court held the 16th. Day of March 1733 proved by the 
oath of John Denby & ordered to be recorded 

Test Solo Wilson C Cur 
At a Court held the 21 of June 173 Wm. Denby made oath 
as Wittness to the Sd. Will 
19th. July 173) pro. -- by Timothy Paton 


Se We. CC 


NOTE: A partial abstract of this will was included in "Brief Abstracts 


of Norfolk County Wills,1710-1753" by Charles F. McIntosh. 
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WILL OF FRANSIS DEALL 


dated, 10 October 1720 


proved, December Court 1720 


Norfolk County October ye 10,1720 

In the Name of God Amen I Fransis Deall of Deep Creek In Norfolk 
County being Sick and Weak but of Sound and perfect memory -- 
Blessed be God I do Ordain Constitute and Appoynt this to be my 
Last will and Testament In ye First place I give and Bequeath my 
Soul to Allmighty God, it gave it: In ye Next place my Boddy to 

be Decently Buried According to ye Discretion of my Executors, 
After a Christian like and Decent Mannor: And I ordain and Appoynt 
My Two Sones Richard Deall and John Willobe to be my Executors and 
no other 


Imprimis: 


Item, 
Item, 
Item, 
Iten, 
Item, 


Item, 
my Bes 


Item, 


I give 
I give 
I give 
I give 
I give 
I give 


t Suit 


oD 


I give 


ug 


give my son John Deall one young Sow 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 
of 


EO 


my son Richard Deall one young sow 

my Sone Thomas Dall one Heffer named Cole 

my Sone David Deall Phillpayts Heffer 

my Sone Addam Gentles Heffer 

my Daughter Fransis Clockson my Silver Bodkin 


my Daughter Elizabeth Willobe my warming pan, and 
Cloths 


my Daughter Margaret Deall my Silver ---(?) Cup and 


my feather Bed and good Lucks Calf 


Item, Two young Bulls I give to my Son Richard Dall for to by my 
Son Addam Deall one feather Bed Tick 


In Witnes Whereof I Hereunto Set my Hand and Seal ye day of ye Date 


Hereof 

her 

Fransis X Deall, Wax Seal 
Sighned Sealed and mark 
Delivered In ye presence 
of us 
Samuel Moore 
his 


Henry X Deall 


mark 


(name not legible) 


Att 16 Xr 1720 by Samuel Moore Rich'd Dale Proved At a Court 
held the ---- December 1720 by the oaths of Sam'1] Moore and Richard 
Dale and on motion of John Willoughby & Rich'd Deale Executors 
admitted to Record 


Test Solo Wilson 


1198492 
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WILL OF CHARLES DENBY 
dated, 29 December 1753 
proved, February Court 1754 


In the name of God Amen I Charles Denby of Norfolk County being 

very Dick and weak but In perfect Sence and Memmory thanks be to 

God for it but Knowling not the Hour of Death I do Nominate and 

make this my Last Will and Testament first I Recommend my Soul to 
Almighty God my Maker & Creator and my body to the Earth from 

whence it was Taken to be Decently buryed att the Discretion of 

my beloved wife Hlizabeth Denby and as for my Wordly Estate it hath 
pleased God to bestoe upon me after my Just Debts is paid and funeral 
Charges Satisfied 1 dispose of as follow'th. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth Langley my 

Negro Girl, Named Jenny and her Increas and one feather bed and 
furniture one Cow & Calf and One Sow & piggs Two pewter Basons Two 
pewter Dishes and Six pewter plates to her my Said Daughter Elizabeth 
Langley and her heirs for ever in full of her part or Portion of my 
Estate 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Tabitha Denby one Negro 
Girl Named Frank(y) and one Negro Girl Named Nancy and their Increas 
and one feather bed and furniture to my Said Daughter Tabitha Denby 
and her heirs forever in full part of my Estate. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Klizabeth Denby the 
use of all my estate both reyal and personal within doors and without 
During her Natral Life and After her Decease-I give my Negro boy Tom 
one Desk one bed & furniture - all the pewter my wife hath at her 
Deceas and Two potts one chest stands now by the Door one Young Mair 
& one Cow & Calf to my son Joseph Denby and their Increas to him my 
Said Son Joseph Denby and his heirs forever 


After my wifes Decease I give my house and Land and all the appurtenances 
one Negro woman Named Moley and her Increase and all the rest of my 
Estate not before given away to my Son Charles Denby and his heirs for- 
ever. And I do nominate and appoint my loving wife Elizabeth Denby & 
Jonathan Langley to my Whole and Sole Executor & Executrix of this my 
Last will and Testament In Witness whereof I have hereunto Sett my 

hand and Seal this 29th. Day of December one Thousand Seven Hundred 

& fifty Three. 


his 
Charles X Denby, Wax Seal 
mark 
Signed Sealed & Delivered 
in the presents of us 
Wm. Ivy 
Samuel Bartee 
Hugh Purdy 


WILL OF EDWARD DIAL 
dated, 19 March 179 
proved, August Court 1753 


In the Name of God Amen I Edward Dial of the Town of Suffolk & County 
of Nansemond being at this time in perfect health & Sound Memory do 
make and order this to be my Last Will & Testament 


Impremis, I Bequeath my Soul to God who gave it & my Body to the 

Earth to be Decently Interd at the Discretion of my Exceutor here 
after mentioned and as to what Worldly Goods & Chattles it has pleased 
God with my Indeustry to bestow on 


I give and bequath as follows 


Imp. - I Give and bequath to all the Children that has been begotten 
on the body of Iseable Dial one Shilling Starling (Sterling) Each 
to them Severlly & the'r heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give and bequauth to Mr. David Meade my hole Estate Excepting 
what whit (?) Servants I have att that Time of my Death & to them I 
give them ther freadom & Ten pound Starling to be paid by David Meade 
to them the Saide David Meade is to pay all my Just Debts & also Shall 
bury me in the Churchyard if aney Church be in Suffolk Town if not 

to be berred in the Said David Meads bering yard. JI also Desier to 
have a funeari]. Serment. Also I Desier to have a Neet Soaff (or Soapp) 
and a Ledden Coffen with a head and a foot Stoon (stone) for the 
Corfen (Coffin) to stand upon with a Toom Stoon (Tombstone) next. pray 
Lett the eapateiopt ( Epitaph ) be according to your mind & what you 
best chouse 


I aLowling (allowing) this to be my Last Will & Testament as I have 
alray Said I give my hole Estate to the Said David Meade I apoint him 
& his Son Andrew Meade to be my Exortcrs above mentioned. 

Witness my hand 


Edward Dial, Seal 
March 19th. Day 179 
Witness our hands 
Richard Lakey 
her 
Anne X Neall 
mark 


37 


38 


WILL OF ENOS EASTWOOD 
dated, 16 March 1792 
proved, January Court 1793 


In the Name of God Amen I Enos Eastwood of the Parish of Portsmouth 
in the County of Norfolk being weak of Body but of perfect mind and 
Memory (praised be God for it) and calling to mind the uncertainty 
of this Transitory World, Do make and ordain this my last Will and 
Testament in manner and form following viz 


In the first place after my Just Debts are paid; I give unto my 
loving Daughter Nancy Eastwood all the Estate I may die possessed 
of, be it of whatever nature or kind soever, unto her & the Heirs 
of her Body forever 


Item, In case my said Daughter Nancy Eastwood should die without 
Issue, then in that Case I give my land and one negro fellow named 
Sam unto Enos Eastwood Son of Willis Eastwood and his Heirs forever _ 


Item, I give unto Sarah Eastwood Daughter of Willis Eastwood one 
negro fellow named Adam to her and her Heirs forever, provided my 
said Daughter Nancy Eastwood die without Issue 


Item, I give unto my Mother Margaret Deane My Negro Sandy during 

her life, and also my will is that she may dispose of him, as to 

her seemeth best forever provided my Daughter Nancy Eastwood 
die without Heirs 


Item, All the Residue or remainder of my Estate I give unto Cornelius 
Eastwood and Charlotte Carney to be equally divided between them and 
their Heirs forever, Provided always that my Said Daughter Nancy 
Eastwood Die without Issue of her Body as aforesaid 


Lastly I appoint Charles Conner Esqr Executor of this my last Will 
& Testament revoking and disannulling all other wills by me made 


In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my Seal 
this Sixteenth day of March In the Year of Our Lord one thousand 
Seven hundred and Ninety Two. 


his 
Enos X Eastwood, Seal 
mark 
Sign'd Seal'd and acknowledged 
before us - - = 
Before Signing it is my Will that my Negro Sam should be sold, and 
that the money arising from the sale, be employed to purchase another 


Negro in his Place at the Discretion of my Executor herein Mentioned 
and that the Negro so purchased in case of My Daughter Nancy Eastwood's 
dying without Issue, be for the use of Enos Eastwood Son of Willis 
Eastwood and his Heirs forever 

Elisha Eastwood 

Thomas Kellum 

John Perkins 
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WILL OF JAMES EASTWOOD 
dated, 7 April 1753 
proved, January 1755 


I James Eastwood of the western branch of Eliz'th River Norfolk County 
being in Sound & perfect mind & memory do make & ordain this my Last 
Will and Testam't in the following manner & form Viz. 


Item, I do give & bequeath unto my Son Elisha Eastwood all my Land to 
him & his Heirs forever 


Item, I do give & bequeath unto my Loving Wife Margaret Eastwood the 
full use and profits of my negroe Woman Named Phillis for And during 
her Natural Life, and after her Decease all the Increase of the said 
negroe Woman to be Equally divided among my Children here named Viz, 
Enos, James, Willis, Richard & Esther 


Item, All the rest & residue of my Estate of what kind soever I desire 
that my Wife Margarett Eastwood may Enjoy & possess during her widow- 
hood and afterwards be Equally Divided among all my Children 


Furthermore I do Nominate Constitute & Appoint my Loving Wife Margarett 
Eastwood & my Son Elisha Eastwood Executrix & Executor of this my Last 
Will & Testam't, In Testimony whereof I have hereunto Set my hand & 
Seal this Seventh day of April in the Year of our Lord 1753 


his 
Sign'd Seal'd & Declared James X Eastwood, Seal 
in the presence of us mark 


Richard Harris 
Thomas Harris 
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WILL OF RICHARD EDMUNDS 
dated, 11 September 1750 


proved, August ct. 1753 
further proved, February 1755 


Norfolk County Virginia 


In ye Name of God Amen I Richard Edmunds being Sick in Body yet of 
perfect Seence and Memory Thanks be to God for it and do Bestowe my 
worldly Estaite as it hath pleas'd God to Bless me with as follow- 
eth: 


Item, I Give the plantation and Land where I now Dwell to my brother 
Nathaniell Edmunds Dureing his natural Life and after his Decease ye 
Same plantation and land I give to Samuell Berrey and his heirs for 
Ever 


Item, I Give to my Brother Nathaniell Edmunds one plantation and the 
land beloning to itt commonley Caled ye Gum Swamp the Same I Give to 
him ye Said Nath'1ll Edmunds and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I leave my Brother Nathaniell Edmunds the use of all my Moveables 
In Dowers & oute Dores During his life Time and after I Give the said 
Moveables In Dowers & oute Dores to Samuell berrey and his heirs for 
Ever and Soe Nominating and appointing my Brother Nath']1]1 Edmunds 

whole and Sole Executor of this my last will and Testament 


As Wittness my hand and Seal This Eleventh Day of September 1750 


his 
Richard X Edmunds, Wax Seal 
Wittness mark 
Richd. Wm. Silvester 
Richard Silvester 
Ann Silvester 
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WILL OF EDWARD ETHEREDGE 
dated, 13 February 1752 
proved, 16 August 1753 


In the Name of God Amen I Edward Etheredge of the vounty of Norfolk 
Being in Sound mind & memory Do make and ordain this my Last will 
and Testament In manner and form following (Viz) 


First I Recomend my Soul Into the hands of Almighty God who gave it 
to me and my Body to the Earth and as for what Temporall Estate it 
hath pleased Almighty God to Bestow on me I Dispose of as followeth 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Eldest Son William Etheredge that 
Land and plantation whereon he now Lives which I Bought of Thomas 
Butt to him and his Heirs for Ever also all my Coopers Tools in full 
for his part of my Estate 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son Edward Etheridge the Land and 
plantation whereon I now Live to him and his heirs for Ever: But 
and if he my Said Son Edward Should Die without Issue of his Body 

or Before he Comes to the age of Twenty one years or Disposes of the 
Said Land that then in Such Case the Said Land and plantation to 
Decend unto my Son John Etheredge and his heirs for Ever I also Give 
unto my Said son Edward my hand mill when he comes of Lawfull age in 
full of my Estate 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son John Etheredge my useing gun 
to him and his heirs 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son Thomas Etheredge one Large Chest 
to him and his heirs And as for the children of my Daughter Sarah 
Deceased my True Intent and meaning is that they Take nothing of my 
now Estate having in the Lifetime of my Said Daughter Sarah given her 
So much of my Estate as I Intended for her. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Loving wife Betty Ann Etheredge 

one full half of all the Remainder of my Estate of what kine or 
quallity whatsoever not heretofore given away to her own use and Dis- 
posing of: and the other half as Before mentioned I Bequeath and 
give to Be Equally Divided Between four of my Children that is to 

Say my Sons John and Thomas and my Two Daughters Lydia and Betty 
Etheredge and their heirs. 


And I do Constitute, ordain and appoint my Son William Etheredge and 
my wife Betty Ann to be Sole Executor and Executrix of this my Last 
will and Testament In Testimony whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand 


and Seal this Thirteenth Day of February one Thousand Seven hundred 
and fifty Two 


Sign'd Seal'd and pronounced his 
In presents of us Edward X Etheredge, Wax Seal 
Richard Maccoy mark 


Caleb Maccoy 
Will: Portlock 


WILL OF LYDIA FENTRESS 
dated, 17 August 1786 
proved, June Court 1787 


In the Name of God Amen, I Lydia Fentress of Norfolk County, being 
in perfect health and sound in memory, thanks be to Almighty God 
for the Same and knowing that all mortal flesh is born once to die, 
do make this my last will and Testament as followeth 


Item, I give and bequeth to my Son Latimore Randolph Fentress After 
my Decease the following Articles to Wit 


All my wareing Apparrel such as gowns, Shifts and everything, that 
I am now Possessed with, to him and his heirs Lawfully begotton of 
his body for Ever. In Testimony of which I have before Witnesses 
appointed the same Latimore Randolph Fentress my Sole Executor to 
this my Last will and Testament. 


Signed Sealed and delivered in Presents 
Ofeyn Aug't 17th., 1786 


her 
Lydia X Fentress, Seal 
Witness mark 
John Baxter 
his 
E X Timberlake 


mark 
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WILL OF JOHN FULFORD 
dated, 29 October 1791 
proved, September 16, 1799 


In the Name of God Amen I John Fulford of Norfolk County being Sick 
and weak in body but of Perfect Sence and memory Thanks be to God 
for it do think it proper to give what worldly goods The Almighty 
God has given him Viz 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Brother Eden Fulford all the land 
whereon I now live Containing Ninety Two Acres more or less to him 
and his heirs for Ever 


All the Remainder of my Estate to be Equally Devided between my 
Sisters Isbell Etheredge Lydia Fulford Mary Sickes & Sarah Fulford 
after my Just Debts is paid and my funarail Charges paid also I 
appoint Kedar Old hole and Sole Executor this my last will and Test- 
ament given under my hand and seal this 29. Day of October 1791 


his 
John X Fulford, Seal 
mark 
Signed and Sealed 
In Presence of Test 
Arthur Old 
his 
Powers X Etheredge 
mark 
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WILL OF RICHARD GAMMON 
dated, 28 September 1791 
proved, date not given 


In the Name of God Amen I Richard Gammon Sen'r. of the Parish of 
St. Brides in the County of Norfolk and Common Wealth of Virginia 
Being Weak in Body: But sound in Mind, Memory, and Understanding, 
Do Make this my Last Will and Testament in Manner and Form Follow- 
ing. That is to Say First and Principally I recomend My Soul to 
Almighty God who Gave it. And my Body to be with Decency Interred 
at the Discretion of my Executors hereafter Mentioned And for such 
Worldly Goods as it has pleased the Divine providence on me to 
Bestow — I Bequeath as Follows all Just Debts and funeral Ex- 
penses being first Paid 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Son Alexander Gammon - The House 
& plantation Whereon I now Live, Also One Young Cow and her Increase 
to him and his Heirs forever 


edly, I Give and bequeath to my Beloved Wife Martha Gammon all my 
Moveable Estate That shall remain within and without Doors after 
the discharge of the following Legacys, Viz 


3d, I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Martha Gammon, One Bed and 
Furniture and one Cow and Heifer with their Increase to her and her 
heirs forever 


lth, I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Barbara Gammon One heifer 
and her Increase to her and her heirs forever 


Sthly, My Will and Desire is That my Horse and one Cow shall be for 
the sole Use of my Wife Martha Gammon, and at her Decease: to 
Devolve to my son Joshua Gammon and the rest of the Estate she shall 
Die posses'd of be Equally Devided Among the Legatees above Named, 
And James Gammon and Rebecca also to have an Equal part thereof And 

I do hereby Appoint My Son Alexander Gammon to be my whole and Sole 
Executor of this My Last Will and Testament, Revoking and Disannulling 
all former Wills, Deeds, Gifts or Else before by Me Made or hereafter 
may be Made, Acknowledging this and this Only to be my Last Will And 
Testament In Witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and Seal 
this Twenty Eighth day of September One Thousand Seven hundred and 
Ninety One. 


Richard Gammon, Seal 


Sign'd Seal Publish'd & 
Declared In Presence of 
John Shirley (?) 
Jesse Hanbury 
his 
Joseph X Hodges 
mark 


L6 


WILL OF JAMES GORDON, TAYLOR 
dated, 17 September 1736 
proved, 17 September 1736 


Wee whose names are Underwritten do Testify and declare That James 
Gordon, Taylor late of Norfolk Town Dec'd: In the presence of us 
Some Small time before his death & at Sundry Times before did Utter 
publish and Declare that his will and Deserisous as followeth, Viz. 
All my Estate I have in the world I Leave to Mr. Archibald Taylor, 
And that the Said James Gordon was then of Good Understanding and 
Sound mind to the best of our Judgm't or Conceptions. In Witness 
whereoff wee have hereunto Set our hands this 17th Day of Sep'b'r 


1736. 


John Keen 

Geo: Ramsay 
her 

Grace X Motley 
mark 


Proved in Court the 17th. Day of Sep'r 1736 by the 
oaths of Dr. George Ramsey John Keen and Grace Motley 
and Archib'd Taylor haveing made oath According to 

Law a Cert. for Adm'r with the will annexed is granted 
him according to Law & ordered to be Recorded. 


Test Solo. Wilson CtC 


WILL OF MOSES GRANBERRY 

dated, 12 August 1753 

proved, October Court 1753 

In the Name of God Amen the 12th. day of Aug't 1753, 


I Moses Granberry of the western branch of Eliz'th River Norfolk 
County being Sick & weak in body but of Sound and perfect mind & 
Memory, thanks being given to God for the same, Do make Ordain etc. 
this my last Will & Testament in the following manner & form Viz, 


First of all I do give and bequeath unto my Loving Wife Eliz'th. the 
Property use and Benefit of all my Land Except one Certain part & 
parcel which I give to my Son James Granberry to build upon & Tend 

& also One half of the Benefit of my Young Apple Orchard for & During 
her Widowhood & if She Should Marry my depos. is that She shall Enjoy 
One half thereof During her Natural Life, provided she doth not Disturb 
nor Molest my said Son James Granberry in & upon ye Said parcel of 

Land which I have Mark'd out for him & the half of the Orchard before 
mentioned & also his previlege of the pasture for his Cattle, he assist- 
ing in keeping the said pasture & Orchard in good Order & Repair 

& After my Wifes Decease all my Land & houses, Orchard Afores'd. to 

My Son James Granberry & his Heirs forever 


Item, I do Give & bequeath unto my loving Wife Eliz'th. the Labour 
Profits & use of my Negroe Man Named Pompy, & my Negroe Woman Named 
Beck for & during her Natural Life, meaning & Intending hereby to 
Enable her to have my Younger daughters to be taught to Read & Schooled, 
till they are perfect therein and after my Wifes Decease, I do 
give the sd. Negroe Beck together with all her Increase which she shall 
bear after my Decease to be Equally Divided Among my Four Youngest 
Daughters Viz, Elizabeth, Cloty Mary & Martha, & If either of my Sd. 
Daughters shall die without Lawfull Issue that then the Survivors of 
them shall Equally Enjoy the Deceas'ds part 


I do give unto my Wife Eliz'th. the Labour & use of my negroe boy Sam, 

for & during the space of Seven Years, and Afterwards to the profits 

of the said negroe boy Sam to be Reserved for the Use of my Son Will'm. 
Granberry he to have Schooling Out of the said Benefit, to Read, Write 

& Cast up Accompts. 


Item, I Likewise Give & bequeath unto my sd. Son William My Negroe Man 
Pompy after my Wifes Decease, And also my Negroe boy Sam with all his 
profits & Labour as afores'd, after the Aboves'd. Term of Years are 
Expired, and also one Featherbed and all its furniture thereunto belong- 
ing 


I do give & bequeath unto my Wife Eliz'th. abovs'd. all my Stock of Hogs 
for my familys use and One half of all the rest of my Personal Estate 
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during her Natural life & the Other half to be Equally Divided among 
all my children as they come of proper age or by Marriage to Receive 
their Dividend thereof, & after her Decease the Other half to be 
Equally Divided in the same manner & form 


Ttem, I Do give & bequeath unto my Son James Granberry my Negroe boy 
Named Dick 


Item, I do give & bequeath unto my Daughter Sarah my Negro Girl Named 
Priss 


Item, I do give & bequeath unto my Daughter Ann, my Negroe Girl Named 
Patience and if Ether of my Daughters, Sarah, or Ann shall die without 
Lawful Issue that then their Negroe above given together with their 
Increase shall be Equally Divided between my Two Sons James & William 
Furthermore I do appoint my Wife Eliz'th & my Son James Granberry <a 
Executrix & Ex'r. of this my last Will & Testam't, In Testamony whereof 

I have here unto set my hand & Seal the day & Date first above Written 
Sign'd Seal'd & Declard to be my Last Will & Testam't, In the Presence 
of us the Subscribers Viz. 


Moses Granberry, Wax Seal 
Richard Harris 
Henry Creech 
her 
Mary X Creech 
mark 


WILL OF EDWARD GRANT 
dated, 28 March 175) 
proved, July Court 1754 


March the 28 1754. In the Name of God Amen ei (I) do give and bequeath 
unto my wife dinah grant the plantation that I do Live one and the 

rest of the things unto my wife dina grant induring her Life or widohod 
nd if She Shall mary then the things shall be ekuly devided betwen 

my wife and Children Ei do give to my Son Ablsom grant the plantison 
that ei do now Live one and not disonteing his mother and ei do make 

my wife Dina Grant hole and Sole Exeter. 


his 
Edward X Grant, Wax Seal 
marke 


Malachi Manning 
her 
Mary X Owins 
marke 
his 
Ablsom X Grant 
marke 
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WILL OF THOMAS HODGES 

dated, 12 January 1755 

proved, February 1755 

In the Name Of God Amen 

The Last will and Testament of Thomas Hodges of Norfolk County 


Item, I Give and bequeath to my beloved Son Solomon Hodges my land 
whereon I Live to him and his heirs forever 


Item, I Give to my Son Kadah Hodges ye one moiety of that Land I own 
in Gibbes Neck ye upper part, and ye Lower moiety to my Son Samuel, 
part and part alike of ye high land and Swamp to them and their heirs 
forever also I give to my Daughter Ann Hodges one Negro Girl 
named Priscilla, to her and her heirs forever, also I leave my Negro 
Wench Named Charity to be sold to ye highest bidder, and ye money to 
be Equally Divided amongst my children, that is my Son Solomon, and 
Kadah and Samuel Hodges, and my Daughter Ann Hodges Share and Share 


alike also J Give to my son Solomon Hodges and Kadah Hodges 
and Samel Hodges my negro wench named Leah to have part and 
part alike in her and all ye Residue of my Estate to be Sold, 


and ye money to be Equally Devided amongst my Children herenamed 
that is Solomon Hodges and Kadah Hodges and Samuel Hodges and my 
Daughter Ann Hodges part and part alike. 


I appoint my beloved Brother Richard Hodges to be my whole and sole 
Executor of this my last will and Testament 
I Ratify this and no other to be my last will and Testament In Witness 


whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal This Twelfth Day of 
Jan'y 1755 Se 
his 
Thomas X Hodges, Seal 
mark 


Robert Hedges 
Daniel Howell 
William Williams 


WILL OF HANNAH HOLLADAY 
dated, 27 November 1725 
proved, 16 September 1726 


In the Name of God Amen I Hannah Holladay of the County of Norfolk 
in Virginia Being in Perfect Helth and Memory (Blessed to God for 
itt) but calling to mind the mortality of this Life & knowing that 
all flesh must die Doo therefore make & ordaine & appoint this to 
be my Last Will & Testament In manner following (Viz.) 


Impr., I Give Devise & bequeath onto Mrs. Abigail Connor my Satten 
Suit of Cloaths & my black crap suit and my Knitingshearth with a 
Silverhead. And I give to her Daughter Margaret one Stone Gold 
ring & my Silver Potorger, I also Give to her Daughter Elizabeth 
my Silver Bodkin. 


Item, I Give & bequeath to Elizabeth Thruston, wife of Mr. Edwd. 
Thruston my Great Bible & one 4old Buckle. I also Give to the sd. 
Thrustons Daughter Mary one Hoop Gold ring. 


Item, I Give & Bequeath to Sister Mary Knott my Gold Neaklace & 
my book of the whole duty of man. 


Item, I Give & Bequeath to Jonas Holladay Son of Sam'l (?) Holladay 
~--? my bed and ffurniture & --- --- --- --- . 


Item, I Give & Bequeath.to Granson John Wright my Signet Gold Ring 
& Silver headed cain & I Give to his wife Ann my quilted Petticoat 
& I Give to his Daughter Ann my best Looking Glass & my bookcase and 
I Give to his Daughter Mary my Looking Glass and Candlebox. 


Item, I Give & bequeath to ffrancis Wright 5o0n of ffrancis Wright 
Dec'd my coutch with all its furniture and the Chest lock & key that 
stands under the window. 


Item, I Give to Elizabeth Wright one Small Brass kettle & one Small 
Iron Pott. 


Item, I Give to Mrs. Elizabeth Powers wife of Mr. Sampson Powers my 
old Hood and Cloake. 


Item, I Give to Mrs. Frances Hodges Twenty five Yards of Silk Crape. _ 


Item, I Give to Mary Wright wife of GreatgranSon Wm. Wright my yellow 


Damask Suit of Cloaths & I give to his son Christopher one gold buckle. _ 


Item, I give to Mary Wright daughter of GranSon Joseph wright my Suit 
of Cloaths of black calico lined with black silk. 
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Item, I Give Devise & bequeath unto my Gran Son John \iright before 
named my Negro Woman by name Moll to him and his wife Ann, and after 
their deceas to their disposal. 


Item, I Give devise and bequeath unto my forenamed GrandSon Joseph 
Wright & Elizabeth his wife my (--- torn <e). 


Item, I Give devise and bequeath unto my Grandson William Wright my 
negros named Jacob and Coffee, during his Natural life 

& after his decease I give the sd. negro Jack to his Son William 
Wright & his Heirs for Ever, and J Give the sd. negro Coffee to his 
Son edward Wright and his Heirs for Ever. 


Item, I Give to GranSon John Gregorie Two large Pewter Dishes & one 
pair large Pewter Candlesticks 


Item, I Give to Mr. Thomas Martain my Chest of Drawers, Three Cows 
& Calves & one Sow & Pigs 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Brother John Haddon ffive pounds Sterling _ 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Brother Thomas Haddon ffive pounds Ster- 
ling. 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Brother William Haddon ffive pounds Ster- 
ling. 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Sister Mary Brooks ffive pounds Ster- 
ling. 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Sister Ann Green, wife of wm. Green 
ffive pounds sterling. ., 


Item, I ordain and appoint that my negro girl by name Sarah Shall be 
ffree and that my Executor hereafter named give her ffive pounds to 
Transport as the Law ---(?) 


Item, I Give devise & bequeath unto my aforenamed GranSon William 
Wright the Residue and Remainder of my Estate whether within doors or 
without Real & Personal and to his Heirs for Ever and in confirmation 
hereof I do nominate Constitute & Appoint my Said GranSon William 
Wright to be my whole & Sole Executor of this my Last will & Testament 
In witness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand & affixed my Seal the 
Twenty Seaveneeth day of November one Thousand Seaven hundred and 
Twenty five. Not withstanding anything aforesd. I give to Elizabeth 
Wright wife of Gran Son Joseph Wright my new Hood & Cloake. 


hannah holladay, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed Published and) 
Declared in the Presence of) 
Jos. Wright 


Wm. Kitching 16th. of Sept. 1726 
Isbell X Kitching Proved by the oath of Ed. Wright, 
(her mark) Wm. & Isbell Kitching & Sworn to 


Edward Wright & ordered Ex. 
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WILL OF SARAH HOLLOWELL 
dated, 1 November 1753 
proved, November Court 1753 


In the Name of God Amen I Sarah Hollowell Widow of Thomas Hollowell 
Late of Norfolk County Deceased being Sick but Thanks be to almighty 
God Of perfect Sence & Sound Memory I doe ordain this to be my Last 
Will and Testament. 


firstly, I Recomend my Soul into the Hands of the almighty God that 
gave it me. 


Second, I give & Recommend my Body to the Earth to be Buried ina 
Christian like & Decent manner at ye Discretion of my Executor. 

And as Touching what few worldly Goods it hath been please the Lord 
to bless me with I give and Despose of in the manner and form as 
followeth 


lstly - Iwill & Desire that all my Lawfull & Just Debt shoul be 
Sattisfied & Paid. 


2dly - I give & bequeath unto my Son Absolom Hollowell my Stilyards 
& Ten Shillings in money. 


3dly - I give & bequeath unto my Daughter Mary Bacon my Trunnel 
Bead, Beadstead & Furniture one gallon Stone Jugg and Thirty Shillings 
in money. 


ythly - I give & bequeath unto my Daughter Chareitye Sanders forty 
Shillings in money, one pair of Sheets & four yards of Cotton Cloth. 


Sthly - I give & bequeath unto my son Samuel Hollowell one pair of 
Sheets. 


6thly - I give & bequeath unto my Son Demcy Scutchens Hollowell one 
Three Gallon Iron Pott and Hooks, one Iron Spitt, one Iron Pestle & 
Three Pounds in money. 


7thly - I give and bequeath all the Remaining Part of my Estate to 

be Sold to the Best advantage & the money to be Equally Divided between 
my Two Sons Samuel Hollowel & Demcy Scutchens Hollowell, Provided my 
Son Samuel Hollowell Returns from Sea again And if he does not the 
money aforesaid to be Equally Divided between my Twow Sons Absolom 

& Lemcy Scutchens & my Daughter Mary Bacon. 


8thly - I doe Ordain Substitute and Appoint my Son-in-Law Richard 
Bacon Junior to be my whole & Sole Executor of this my Last Will & 
Testament, hereby making void and Disanualing all other Wills and 
Testaments heretofore by me made as witness my Hand and Seal this 
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the lst. day of November 1753. 


Sarah Howell, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed and 
Delivered in presence of 
John Jordon 
her 
Mary X Jordon 
mark 
her 
Sarah X Lasher 
mark 


Recorded & Exam'd 
Sam'] Boush CC 


Nov'r 1753 proved etc. 


{Above document not now recorded) 
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WILL OF GEORGE ISDELL 
dated, 9 January 1781 
proved, February Court 1782 


In the Name of God Amen, I George Isdell of the County of Norfolk, 
being Very Sick and weak in body, but of sound mind memory and 
Understanding do make, and ordain this my last will and Testament 
as follows. 


Imps., I give my body to the dust, and my Soul I Recommend to the 
hands of Almighty God thru! Jesus Christ. 


Item, I give my Land to my Grandson John Isdell, to him and his 
heirs for ever: All the rest of my Estate after all Lawful Debts 
are Discharged, I give to wife (in case she should live my widow) 
during life; but if she should hereafter marry my will is that 
Immediately after such marriage, that all shall be equally Divided 
amongst my wife, Abram Peyton and George Cratch: and after my wife's 
death my will is that all be Divided between Abram Peyton and George 
Cratch except a small trunk which I give to my Grand daughter Mary 
Huntly. 


Item, I hereby nominate and appoint my wife & Abram Peyton my exec- 
utors of this my last will and Testament Revoking all other wills 
by me made In Testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this Ninth day of Jany. 1781. 


his 
George X Isdell, Seal 
mark 
Signed sealed & Delivered 
in presence of 
John Howard Junr. 
Abraham Peyton 
her 
Elizabeth X Harris 
mark 
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WILL OF MARY IVY 
dated, 30 November 1730 
proved, 21 October 1737 


In the name of God Amen The last will and Testament of Mary Ivy wife 
of James Ivy being sick & weak. - First and principally I give my 
Soul to God that gave it and my body to be buried at ye Discretion of 
my Extr herein named (Viz) 


I give and bequeath unto my Deare'Husband Nr. James Ivy the lott of 
land my Uncle Dan'l Porteen gave me Joyning to that of Col. Walks 
and Archibald Williamson to him and his heirs for Ever w'ch sd Lott 
is siatuate in Norfolk Town on the No: East Side of the main Street. 
I alsoe appt my Deare Husband James Ivy Esq of this my Sd. Will In 
testimony whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand and seale this 30th. 
Day of November 1730 


Mary Ivy, Wax Seal 


Sealed & Acknowledged to be the 
last will of Mary Ivy In the 
presence of 
Solo Wilson 
Alis Miller 
Wilson 


In a Court held the 2lst of October 1737 The above 
will was presented in Open Court by Capt. Jam's Ivy 
who agreed thereto & was Sworn to by? Solo Wilson, 
Alice Ivy Alias Miller who Swore they Alsoe Saw 
Marg'tt Wilson Sign the Same as Witnesses and ordered 
to be Recorded. 


Test Se We. CCc 
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WILL OF HESTER KENEWIN 
dated, 18 December 1717 


lodged, no date given 


In The Name of God Amen I Hester Kenewin Being Very Sick and weak of 
body but of Sound and perfectt memory: please be to Almighty God: 
for the same. Doe make and ordain this my Last will and Testament: 
In manner and forme as followeth: first I doe bequeath my Soull to 
Jesus Christ my Savour and Redemer In hoppes of agood resurection: 
and my body to the Earth from whense it came: & be burryed at the 
Discretion of my Executore hereafter nominated. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Margary Carter one Sarge 
pettacoat and waistcoat: and one black cow with a white face: and 
Three Yeaws: and Two aprons the one white: the other Speckled: and 
Three Linin caps and one white handerkeff: 


Item, I give to my Daughter Amy Margillian (?) one black cow and one 
great --- and one Iron pott: the bigest and one Table and one old 
pewter Dish and one pewter plate 


Item, I give all the rest of my wearing cloathes, both wollen and Linin 
not as yet given away: to be Equally Divided Between my two Daughters 
Margary Carter and Sarah Pead. 


Item, I give to my Daughter Margary Carter all my bedding _ 


Item, I Dow make and ordaine my Loving Son in Law William Carier: iv 
whole and Sole Executor of this my Last Will & Testament To for it 
be fullfild: and Doe give my Executor all the rest of my personall 
Estate not allready given away 


her 
Hester X Kenewin, Wax Seal 
marke 
Signed in psents of us. 
This 18ts: day of December 1717 
Arthur Blake 
his 
James X Ivy 
marke 


This will put into the office without being Proved 
nor the Est. adm. on. 


Test Solo Wilson CCl 
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WILL OF JAQUES LABADIE 
dated, 30 August 
proved, 15 December 1300 


In the Name of God, at Portsmouth Virginia the 30th day of August 

at Eight O'Clock in the morning, Will made and given with my free 
will I Jaques Labadie, native of Bayonne, being in my perfect senses, 
having recommended my Soul to God. 


1- I leave to Mr. Jullien one hundred and Fifty Dollars which I 
lent him agreeable to his bond of one hundred & Eighty Dollars - he 
paving the Equivalent sum of Thirty Dollars for my Funeral Expenses 
if God disposes of me 


2d- I give & leave to Mrs. Jullien (for her troubles and care & 
attendance during my illness) my Gold Watch and Chain 


3d- I wish that all letters or papers that shall be found against 
Mrs. Cassebon remited to her as a present - also the Silver & Gold 
that shall be found in my possession to help her at present Also 
all Bills due to me by Caiseborn's plantation to the amt. of Six 
Thousand Lires to be found at the Male among ------- papers at 

Mr. Pallanc's notory at the Mole 


4th- I wish & leave for my Legatary General & special of all that 
shall remain after satisfying all my Debts paid if there are any 

Mr. Bartheline Ancenille, as there are some articles viz 
the presse & Billiard, which Mr. Bouquet pretends to claim - nothing 
shall be delivered to him without he renders an account of what he 
is indebted to me etc. 


Portsmouth the day and year as before mentioned as witness my hand 
Labadie, Seal 
Acenelly 


Bd. Magnien 
St. Jullien 
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WILL OF JOHN LAMBERT 
dated, 6 March 1728/9 
proved, 21 May 1731 


In the Name of God Amen March ye 6th. Anno domini 1728/9 I John 
Lambert of Norfolk County In Virginia planter being very Aleing 

at this time but Sound Sence mind & memory & understanding blessed 
be God & Calling to mind ye mortellity of my bodye & yet it is 
appointed for all men once to dye due Make & ordain this my last 
will & Testament first and principally I Give bequeth & 
Recommend my ----? & Immortale Soul Into the hands of God that Gave 
it me Trusting in the above murity (?) of Jesus Christ for full & 
free pardon of all my Sinns & my bodye to the Earth to be Decently 
Intur'd at the Decresstion of my Executors hereafter Named not 
Douting but if I Shall Receive Same againe by ye Lord Almighty 
Power of God for what worly Estate ye hath Lent me I give Divise 
and Dispose of In Manner & forme as following, Viz 


Item, I Give & bequeth to my Sonn John Lambert my handmill my 
Steelards and hackle & Cart & wheale it being In full of his portion __ 


Item, I give & bequeth to my Sonn Lem'1 Lambert my ---? bridle & 
Sadle, & one Uow & Calf it being in full of his portion 


Item, I give and bequeth to my Daughter Anne Denbey my bead & furni- 
ture y't stands In my Outward Roome With Two Yews & Lames In full of 
her portion 


Item, I Give & bequeth to my Sunn Israle Lambert & my Daughter Dinah 
Lambert all the Rest Residue & Remainder of my Estate of Cattle, hogs 
& Sheep & Houshold Goods & ye like, of What Nature Quallity or Con- 
ditition Shews it be. To be Kaqueley Divided between Them after my 
Decease, I make Constitute & Ordaine my Sunn Israle Lambert my Whole 
& Soule Executors of this my Last will & Testament In Witness and 
Confirmation hereof I have heare unto Sett my hand & fixed my Seale, 
The day & yeare first above Written. 


Has 
John X Lambert, Seal 
mark 
Signed Sealed & Published 
& Declared In the presence of 
Tho. Willoughby 
Ann Willoughby 


At a Court held ye 21 of May 1731. Proved in Court 
by the ---? 
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WILL OF LYDIA LANGLEY 
dated, 15 February 1755 
proved, May Court 1755 


In the Name of God Amen I Lydia Langley being Sick and weak of body 

but of Perfect mind and memory Praised be God for it, but knowing not 
the hour of dearth do make this my Last Will and Testament in manner 

and form following, first I recommend my Soul to Almighty God my 

maker and Creator and my body to the Earth from whence it was taken, 

to be decently buried at the discretion of my Executor and for my world- 
ly Estate that I shall be my part of my deceased Fathers Estate after 

it is Settled and all his Just debts are Satisfied, and my Just debts 
and funeral charges are fully Satisfied and paid, I dispose of as 
followeth, Viz - 


Item, I give and bequeath unto Mr. Benjamin Guys two Sons John Guy 

and Baley Guy Each of them one of my Gold Rings in full part or 

Portion of my Estate an 

Item, I give unto William Ivy as much of my Estate as Twelve pounds for 
one years Board besides for Settling my Estate and delivering it to my 
Sister Betty Langley. 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my loving Sister Betty Langley all ye 
Rest of my Estate not before given away both Real and Personall to her 
my Said Sister Betty Langley and her heirs forever. 


Lastly I do nominate & appoint my friend William Ivy my Executor of 
this my last Will and Testament Revoking all other wills by me made 
In Testimony whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand and Seal this 15th. 
day of February 1755. 


Lidya Langley, Wax Seal 


Ann Ivy 
her 
Dinah X Dun 
mark 
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WILL OF THOMAS LANGLEY 
dated, 5 February 1753 
proved, 16 August 1753 


In the Name of God Amen the fifth day of February in the year of Our 
Lord God 1753, I, Thomas Langley of Norfolk County being very Sick 
and Weak in body but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be to God 
therefore calling unto mind the mortaility of my body and Knowing that 
it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my 
last will and testament that is to say principally and first of all 
I give and recommend my Sole into the hands of God that gave it and 
for my body I recommend it to the Earth to be buryed in a Christian 
like and decent (manner) at the directions of my executors not doubting 
but at the general resurrection I Shall receive the Same again by the 
mighty power of God and as Touching Such worldly estate wherewith it 
hath pleased God to bless me with in this life, I give devise and dis- 
- pose of the Same in the following manner and form 


First I give and bequeath to my son Robert Langley all Singular my 
lands messuages and tenements by him freely to be possessed and enjoyed, 
likewise I give to my Son Richard Langley a negro Boy called Benn and 
likewise I give to my son Thomas Langley a negro Boy called Jack and 
likewise a pair of Silver Shoe buckles and knee buckles and Stock 
buckle marked TL. 


And likewise I give to my daughter Dinah a negro girl called Nance and 
a feather bed and furniture ---- 


And likewise I give to my Son Robert Langley my gunn and black mare 
called Blaze. 


And likewise I give to my Loving Wife the use of my negro men Laies(?) 
and Lutlo(?) and Harre her lifetime for maintance of her and my four 
children and likewise I give to my Loving wife the labor of my negro 
wench Aby and Chany her life and their increase from the date above 
mentioned to be Equally divided between my four children when my Son 
Thomas Langley is the age of twenty one years. 


And likewise I give to my Loving wife a negro woman called Dine her life 
& then to dispose of as She thinks proper. 


And likewise I give to my Loving wife all the Rest of my estate her life 
and then to be equally divided between my four children. 


And I do hereby nominate & appoint Tho's. Talbert & William Ivy my 

whole and Sole Executors of this my last will and testament. In Witness 
whereof I have here unto Set my hand and Seal this fifth day of February 
1753 ------- 


Signed Sealed & delivered By Thomas Langley, Wax Seal 
the Said Thomas Langley as his 
last will in presence of us 

Hatten Williams 

John Langley 

John 
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WILL OF WILLIAM LANGLEY 
dated, 27 December 1753 
proved, February Court 1755 


In the name of God Amen I William Langley of the County of Norfolk 
am Sick and Weak in body But of Sound mind and Memory do make this 
my Last will and Testament in Manner and form as followeth Viz. 


First, I Give my Soul to Almighty God that Gave it me and my Body to 
its Mother Earth from Whence it was Taken. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my loving wife Elizabeth Langley one 
half of the Plantation I live on and Track of Land Joyning to it to 
her my Said Wife and her heirs forever also I give to my Loving wife 
half my Negroes and Personal Estate to her and her heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Mary Langley the other half 
of my Land & Negroes and the Other half of my Personal Estate to her 
and her heirs forever to be Equally Divided between my Said wife 
Elizabeth Langley and my Daughter Mary Langley if it should please 
God to Take my Daughter Mary Langley out of this world Without heir 
then my wife to Injoy all my hole Estate both Reyall & Personal and 
her heirs forever. 


I nominate my Loving wife Elizabeth Langley the whole Executrix of 
this my Last Will & Testament Revoking all Other Wills by me Made as 
Witness my hand and Seal this 27th Day of December 1753 Acknowledged 
to be his last Will and Testament. 


William Langley, Wax Seal 
Hugh Purdy 
his 
John X Tomlinson 
mark 
Wm. Ivy 


WILL OF MARY LINES 
dated, 1 January 175) 
proved, April Court 1755 


In the Name of God Amen I Mary Lines of the County of Norfolk 
being of Sound Mind & Memory but knowing the frailty of Human Nature 
Disposeth of my worldly goods as followeth 


Item, I give to David Hamilton Marriner one Bed and furniture one 

cow two potts and a Kettle Two pewter Dishes Two Bassons three plates 
and a Tankard and three pewter spoons one pine Chest Two Butter potts 
a pine Table and all my other Estate to me anyways belonging and I 
ordain Capt. Josiah Smith to be my whole and Sole Executor and 
Declare this to be my Last will and Testament In witness whereof 
I have Hereunto Sett my hand and Seale this first day of Jan'ry. 175) 


her 
Mary X Lines, Seal 
mark 
Wittness 
Richard Harrison 
Robt: Moorie 
Geo: Poole 
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WILL OF ALEXANDER LISBUN 
dated, 18 May 1755 
proved, June Court 1755 


In the Name of God Amen May the Eighteenth day of May one thousand 
Seven Hundred and fiftey five 

The Last Will and Testament of Alexander Lisbun firstly I leave all 
my Lawfull Debts To be paid 


Item, I give to my Brother Joshau Conver all my Right and Titel of 
a Negro Boy called Jame. 


Item, I give to my Sister Keziean (?) Conver All my Right and Titel 
of a Negro Gal Retey and I Leave my Brother Joshaua Conver my 
holey Executer Sined with my Sine in presints of us 


Arthur Moseley Sine and Selead with My Seal this 
Abel Belote 18 day of May 1755 

(name illegible) 

Joyce Roberts Alexander Lulbun or Lisbun 


Wax Seal 
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WILL OF JOHN LUDGALL 
dated, 19 July 1738 
proved, 15 December 1738 


In the Name of God Amen, I John Ludgall being of perfect mind and memory 
blessed be God for it I thought fit to mack this my Last will and testa- 
ment in maner and forme as followeth 


Item, I give and bequeath my Soul to God my maker and to his only Son 
Jesus Christ my Reddemer hoping through the merits of his person to 
Enjoy Etarnal Life when he Shall See fit to tack me to his mercy when- 
ever I hope to be Received among the happy company of The Sants and 
Angels and tharunto Remane in unity peace and frindship for Ever and 

my body to be buried in Christain and Decent maner according to the 
Descretion and order of my Executors hereafter named - After my Just 
and Lawfull debts are paid and funerall Expences Satisfied I mack con- 
stitute and appoint my Dearly beloved wife to be my whole and Sole 
Executor of this my Laste Will and Testament to order according to my 
Desiere and Request to be fullfilled in Every Respect as I have Desirered 
and all Legacies to be Justly and Truly Satisfied and paid hearafter. 

I Shall bequeath according to my Desier so Revoking all other wills by 
me formerly maid J constitute ordain and appoint this to be my Last will 
and Testament --------- 


Item, I gave and bequeath unto my Eldes Son John Iudgall my plantation 
with a hundred and fifty acers of Land belonging to it to him and heirs 
of his body lawfully begotten for Ever I Likewise gave my son John a 
feather bed and all the furniture belonging to it now and the bedsted, 
Rug and pare of Sheets and boulster, it being my one Loging bed. 


Item, I gave and bequeath unto my Son William Ludgall fifty acres of 

Land a tracke of Land called hik - - -? ridg(e) to him and is heares 

and I Lickwise give unto my Son William one fether bed with Rug and paire 
of Sheets and bedstid and boultor it being a bed that was formerly call- 
ed is granmothers bed and my will and Desier is that my Son John and my 
Son William shall not have there beds and what is belonging to them bott 
after the Death or mariage of my Dearly beloved wife, 


Item, I gave and bequeath unto my Loven wife my Land that I bought of 
Thomas Dale and my Swamp Land and If Shee Dos not Sell it untill ner 
Death or mariage then to Return to my Son William and is heares. 


Item, And the Reste of my worly Estate that it haith pleased God to 
bless me with I gave and bequeath unto my Dearely beloved wife During 
her Death or Day of mariage and after her Day of Death or Day of mariage 
to be Equaly Divided among all my cheralldren So Commiting my Selfe to 
protection of Allmight and my body to Earth from whence it was takin I 
Leave it to Discrition of my Dearly beloved wife whome I Leave whole and 
Sole Executor to order according to her Dricision (Decision) and my 
Requests. 
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In Witens whereof I have heareunto Set my hand and fixed my Seale this 
19 Day of July 1738. 


his 
John X Ludgall 
mark 
Witens 
Solomon Cherry 
James Batcheler 
her 
Elizabeth X Cherry 
mark 


Norfolk County - At a Court held ye 15 day of December 1738 
Proved by all the Witnesses & Sworn to by the Exec's etc. 


es ie ASL Cbhe- 


NOTE; A partial abstract of this will is included in "Brief Abstract 
of Norfolk County Wills, 1710-1753," by Charles F. McIntosh. 
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WILL OF JOHN MACCOY 
dated, 11 November 173) 
proved, March 173)/5 


In The Name of God Amen The Eleventh Day of November In the Year of 
Our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty four; That I, John 
Maccoy of Norfolk County, In the Colony of Virginia, Being very Sick 
and Weak In body but of perfect mind and Memory, Thanks be to God 
for it: Therefore Calling to Mind the Mortality of my Body, And 
Knowing that itt is appointed for all men, Once to Die, Therefore -- 
I doo make and Ordaine this my Last Will and Testament, That is to 
Say, Principally and First of all, I give and Recommend my Soul Into 
the Hands of Almighty God, that Gave itt, And for my body, I recommend 
itt to the Earth, to be buried In a Christian Like Manner, att the 
Decretion of my Executors, Nothing doubting, but at the Generall 
Resurrection, I shall receive the Same againe by the mighty Power of 
God, And as Touching Such Wordly Estate, Wherewith itt has pleased 
God, to bless me with, In this Life; I give and Dispose of the Same, 
In the fflowing Manner and form as followeths 


Imprimis, I give and bequeath to my brother Hugh Maccoy and to my 
brother William Maccoy: my whole Estate, within doores and without, 
after my Debts are pay'd, they are whom I Constitute and Ordaine, 

my only, and Sole Executors, of this my Last will and Testament, and 
all, and Singular, my Land and Messuages, and my Land to be devided 
between my Two Brothers Hugh Maccoy and William Maccoy, as thus 


I give and bequeath to my Brother Hugh Maccoy, the half of my Land, 
that part binding upon his Line, and the other part or half I give 
and bequeath to my brother, William Maccoy, by them to be freely 
possessed and Injoyed for Ever, and I doe hereby, Utterly Disolve, 
revoke, Disannual all, and Every Other former Testaments, wills & 
Legacies, requests & Executors by me anywayes before this time named, 
Willed & bequeathed, Rattifying & Confirming, this & no Other, to be 
my Last will and Testament, In Wittness, whereof I have hereunto Sett 
my Hand and Seall the day & Year above Written 


his 
Sign'd Seal'd & declared John X Maccoy, Seal 
Published & Pronounced by the assignoment 


sd. Jno. Maccoy his Last will 
& testament, In ye pres't of us 
James Timberlake 
his 
Richard X Maccoy 
mark 
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WILL OF PETER MALBONE 
dated, 16 May 1737 
proved, 16 June 1738 


In the Name of God Amen I Feter Malbone of the Borough of Norfolk 
Being in health, and of Good sound Mind and Memory, But calling to 
mind the uncertainty of this Life and not knowing how soon it may 
please Almighty God, to call me from this World. Do make this ny 
Last Will and Testament in the manner and form following, Viz. 


Principaly I recommend my Soul to God hoping for a Joyfull Resurrec- 
tion & full pardon for my manyfold sins throth the merrits and inter- 
cesion of my ever blessed Redeemer the Lord Jesus Christ, and my 
body I commit to the Earth to be Buried Christian like, at the dise 
cretion of my Executors hereafter Named, and what Worldly Goods God 
hath bestowed on me I give in the following manner/to witt/ 


Inprimis I give and bequeath unto my dear and loving Wife Margaret 
Malbone one third part of Two Lotts of Land lying on the Northside 

of the Main Street of Norfolk Town together with one third part of 
the Houses Buildings - Improvements and priviledges upon the said 
Two Lotts, or belonging thereto - She having Liberty to make Choice 
where She thinks fitt, and to live therein or Receive the Rents and 
profits of the Same as She Shall think fitt. To hold the sd. one 
third of said Two Lotts with the Buildings and Improvements thereon 
unto my Said loving wife Margaret for & during her Natural Life. I 
also give and bequeath unto my said Loving Wife Margaret, for and 
during her Natural Life the full and Entire Benefit priviledge and 
advantage of all the Buildings & Improvements lately by me made on 
that part of my Land next adjoyning to the old Courthouse that is 

to Say, a Small Dwelling House wherein I now dwell, with a Kitchen 
Smoke House Store Milk House Stable Garden and other conveniences 
thereto to her my said Wife for her Natural Life as aforesd. I also 
Give unto my said loving Wife Margaret the Use of my Negro Girle 
Phillis during her Natural Life provided She continues a Widow, I 
also give her my said Wife the use of my waiting Boy Cuffy during 

her Natural Life, and my Best Bed and Furniture, to her choice, And 
the Use of my New Case of Drawers & Bookcase and Brass Candle Branch, 
provided She lives in the House wherein they now Stand, from w'ch 
place they are not to be removed. I also give my said Wife her choice 
of any Horse or mare, I Shall die possessed of w'th a Saddle and 
Bridle, and one third part of my Stock in Princess Ann, and I give 
unto my said loving Wife all and Singular the Goods Chattels Lands 
and Tenam'ts which belonged or was poss'ed by her before our Marriage. 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Son Godfrey Malbone and his Wife 
Katherine, Two Thirds of Two Lotts of Land in Norfolk Town, on the 
North Side of the Main Street, with the Buildings and Improvements 
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thereon for and during their Natural Lives and for and during the 
Natural Life of the Survivor or longest Liver of them, And after the 
decease of my said Son Godfrey & his sd. Wife Katherine then I give 
the said Land unto my Grandson Peter Malbone Son to the sd. Godfrey 
and Katherine and to the Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten for Ever 
and for want of such Heirs then to his Brother my Grandson Godfrey 
Malbone and the Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten for Ever. I also 
give and bequeath unto my said Son and Daughter Godfrey and Katherine 
Malbone the other third part of said Two Lotts & Houses, after the 
decease of my said Wife for & During the Natural Lives and Life of 
them the said Godfrey Malbone & Katherine his Wife and for and during 
the Natural Life of the Survivor & longest Liver of them. And after 
the decease of my said loving Wife Margaret And after the decease of 
my said Son and Daughter Godfrey Malbone and Katherine his Wife, I 
give the said Land unto my aforesaid Grandson Peter Malbone and the 
Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten for Ever, And for want of such 
Heirs I give the said Land unto my said Grandson Godfrey Malbone and 
the Heirs of his Body lawfully Begotten for Ever. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter, Mary Kennor that part of 
my Land in Church Street whereon the Old Courthouse stands with the 
Buildings and Improvements thereon unto my said Daughter and to her 
Sole disposall and to her Heirs for Ever I also give unto my said 
Daughter Mary, after the decease of my Wife Margaret that part of my 
land and Houses next Adjoyning to the old Courthouse w'ch I have 
already given my said loving Wife during her Natural I Say I give the 
same after my said Wifes Decease unto my said Daughter Mary Her Sole 
disposal and to Her Heirs for Ever She not to molest my Wife, during 
her Life, I also give unto my said Daughter Mary Six Silver Tea Spoons 
one Bed & Furniture one Negro Girle Nann all in her possession and 
whatever else is now in her possion I also give her my large Copper, 
and Small Brass Kettle and my Negro Girle Phillis after my Wifes de- 
cease or marriage, and one Iron Pott 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son George Malbone one Lott or half 
Acre of Land in Norf'k Town in Church Street begining at Cartwright 
Butts Land and runing Westerly forty Foot, & bounding thereon thence 
Southerly Forty Foot, to the Land Given my Daughter Mary So bounding 
on her Land to the Marsh, and to contain for breadth on the Street 
Fifty Two foot as the same is already marked and laid out by me, to 
him my said Son George & his Heirs for Ever ----- for Ever, I also 
give unto my Said Son George my Negro Man Gulliah and my Negro Boy 
Cuffy after the decease of my Wife, and I give him my Gunn 


Item, I give unto my Daughter Affiah Hancock, Five pounds to buy her 
Mourning, a Brass Kettle a Case of Black Walnut Drawers w'th a Glass 
on the Top now in her possession Besides the Land and Negros already 
made over to her by Deed of Gift from me recorded in Norf'k Court in 
full for her Share of my Estate 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son Peter Malbone one Lott or half 
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acre of Land in Church Street Begining at the Land given my Daughter 
Affiah by my Deed of Gift aforementioned And runing for breadth on 
the Street Fifty Eight foot, from the Land my said Daughter Affiahs 
to the Church the same is laid out and marked, unto him my Son Peter 
w'th the Buildings and Improvem'ts thereon, and to the Heirs of his 
Body Lawfully begotten for Ever, And for want of such Heirs I give 
the said Land & Houses unto the Issue of my said Daughter Affiah, to 
be begotten, lawfully, Male or Female ------- and their Heirs for Ever, 
I also give unto my said Son Peter, the use of my Negro Man Harry 
during his Natural Life and after his decease I give the said Negro 
unto my Son George 


Iteem, I give and bequeath unto my GrandDaughter Sarah Malbone 
Daughter of my Son Reodolphus Malbone, one Lott of Land lying in 
Norfolk Town in Church Street Begining at Guys Land, and runing for 
breadth on the Street Sixty Five foot And so runing a way westerly 
to Mrs. Smiths Lott the full breadth as the Same is by me laid out 
& bounded w'th the Buildings & Improvements ----- thereon to her my 
said GrandDaughter Sarah and the Heirs of her Body lawfully Begotten 
for Ever 


Item, It is my Will and Desire that the Land w'ch I hold for —----- 
from Peter Godfrey lying out of Town be Equaly Enjoyed by my Loving 
Wife Marg't and Such of my Children as Shall live in Town, Either to 
Tend or to furnish w'th Timber or Firewood as they shall have occasion. 


And further I will and bequeath unto my Ex'rs hereafter named my 
Plantation in Tanners Creek, called the Wallnut Codd(?) to be by them 
Sold, and the produce thereof to be applied to the Benfitt & advantage 
of my personal Estate. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Elist Banister Fifty 
Shillings to buy Mourning and one Cow & Calf runing at her brother 
Reodolphus's plantation in full of her part of my Estate 


Item, I give unto my Son Reodolphus one pair of D--—- Steers, now in 
his possession. 


Item, as to all the Rest Residue & Remainder of my Money Goods Wares 
Merchandize, and Chattels of what Nature or kind Soever I give Will 
and Devise the Same to be divided in three Equal parts, one third of 
which I give to my Loving Wife Margaret, one third to my Son George 
and the other Third to my Daughter Mary Kenner, And I give to my Son 
in Law Simon Hancock one Moyadore to buy him a Mourning Ring. 


Lastly I do hereby make Constitute and appoint my Dear and welbeloved 
Wife Margaret Malbone and my Son in Law Mr. Simon Hancock Executors 

of this my last Will and Testam't Revokeing all other wills by me made, 
accordingly this to is be my last Will and Testament. In Witness Where= 


far 


of I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this 16th. day of May 1737 


Peter Mallbone, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed Published & 


Declared in presence of us. 
Samuell Bartee 
Margret Hill 
Alex. McPherson 


At a Court held the 16th. of June 1738 the above will 

was proved in Court by Marg'tt Hill and Alexander McPherson 
who made oath they saw the other Wittness Sign his name to 
ye same & being Swore to by the Extrix. is ordered to be 
Recorded & prob't in Due form granted the Ex'rs. 


Test Solo Wilson C Cl 
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WILL OF SIMON MATTHIAS 
dated, 6 December 1750 
proved, April 1755 


In the Name of God Amen, I Simon Matthias of the County of Norfolk in 
Virginia Being Sick and weake in Body but of Sound and perfect mind 
and memory Thanks be to Almighty God and Knowing that it is appointed 
to all men once to Dye Do make and ordaine this my Last Will and 
Testament in manner and forme as followeth 


First I Bequeath my Soul Into the hands of Almighty God that gave it 
(to) me and my Body to the Earth whence it was Taken and to be Decently 
Buried in a Christian Like manner at the Descretion of my Executors 
hereafter mentioned and for all the worldly Estate that it hath pleased 
Almighty God to Bless me with I Do give in manner and forme as follow- 
eth 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Son Natthaniel Matthias Fifty acres 

of Land with the appurtenances Being the Land and Plantation whereon 

I now Live being the Same Land that was given unto me by my Deceased 
Father Matthew Matthias By Deed, Recorded in the Records of Norfolk 
County will appear only Reserving to my Loveing wife Eleanor Matthias 

the previlege of liveing in my Dwelling house During her widdow hood or 
Single Life with the previledge of making use of anything on the same. 

So Far as for the plantations use Dureing the time before mentioned In 
Like manner I Reserve unto my three daughters that is to Ann Matthias 
Mary Matthias and Hannah Matthias the previledge to Live in my Dweling 
house During there and each of there Single Lives and after my wife and 
three Daughters aforesaid Shall Dye or marry then the Said plantation 
with the appurtenances To my Said Son Natthaniel Matthias and his heirs 
for Ever, I also give unto my said Son Natthaniel Matthias the previledge 
to cut and make use of any Timber that is on the North Side of the Roade 
on the Land I Bought of John Tucker I also give unto my Said Son Natthan- 
iel Matthias my old gun to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Friend Thomas Drury Tirty acres of 

Land more or Less according to the Bounds as followeth part of the Land 

I Bought of John Tucker being on the South End of the Said Land Begining 
at a ceeder stake or poast Standing in the westermost Line of the Land 

I Bought of John Tucker thence East a strait course across the Said 

Land to the Eastermost Line of the Land there Bounding according to the 
Known Bound of the Saide on the Southend according to the Several courses 
to the first mentioned Stake or poste to him the Said Thomas Drury and 
his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Son John Matthias the Remainding part 
of that Land I Bought of John Tucker Likewise all that Land I Bought of 
William Hancock also all that Land with the appurtenances I Bought of 
Anthony Etheredge to him my Said Son John Matthias and his heirs for 
Ever I also give unto my Said Son John Matthias my new gun also 


ff: 


Two Sow and Eight Shoats and Two Barrows and half of my out Standing 
Debts to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth Drury my negro 
man Fortaine only reserving the use of the said negro man to my Loveing 
wife Dureing her widdowhood But after her Death or marrage to my said 
Daughter Elizabeth and her heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Ann Matthias my negro Boy 
Pompey only reserving the use of him the said negro to my wife Dureing 
her widdowhood But after her Death or marrage to my Said Daughter Ann 
Matthias and her heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Mary Matthias my negro Boy 
Lonon only Reserving the use of him the said negro to my wife Dureing 
her widdowhood but after her death or mariage the Said negro Lonon to 
my said Daughter Mary and her heirs for Ever 


Item, I Leave Twenty Six pounds cash which ready money I Leave to pur- 
chase a young negro for my Daughter Hannah and my will and Desire is 
that my Executors purchase as Soone as Conveniently may be as good a 
young negro as can be Bought for that Sum and the negro So Bought with 
increase to be for my Said Daughter Hannah and her heirs forEver But 

In Case my Said Daughter Hannah Should Dye with out Issue then the Said 
negro and Increase to be Divided between my Two Daughters that is to 
Say Ann and Mary Matthias and their heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Loveing wife Eleanor Matthias my negro 
woman Pegg to her and her heirs for Ever All the Rest of my Estate 
of what kindso Ever not before given away I Do Leave to my Loveing wife 
Dureing her natural life and after her Decease to be Equally Divided 
among all my children that is to say Natthaniel Matthias, John Matthias 
Elizabeth Drury Ann Matthias, Mary Matthias and Hannah Matthias and 
their heirs for Ever And my will and Desire is that no part of 
my Estate to be Solde at publick Saile by any person whatsokver 

And for the true performing Every part matter and thing continued in 
this my Last Will and Testament I Do ordaine and appoint my Loveing 
wife Eleanor Matthias and my Son Natthaniel Matthias wholy and Joyntly 
Executor and Executrix of this my Last Will and Testament In witness 
whereof I hereunto Set my hand and fix my Seale this Twenty Sixth Day 
of December one Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty 


his 
Simon X Matthias, Wax Seal 
marke 
Signed Sealed published 
and pronounced in presents of 
Tho's Nash 
her 
Ann X Holsted 
marke 
her 
Bridgit X Holsted 
marke 
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WILL OF DUNCAN McNEILL 
dated, April 14th, 1755 
proved, May Court 1755 


In the Name of God Amen, April lth. day 1755 I Duncan McNeill of 

the County of Norfolk & Town of Portsmouth, do make my last Will 

& Testament in Manner and form following. First I Bequeath my Soul 
unto God and my Body I Commit to the Earth to be decently Buried at 
the discretion of my Executor's hereafter Named and as to my Worldly 
Estate I dispose thereof as followeth (that is to say) I do first 
Appoint all my debts and funerall expences to be pay out of my reall 
and personall estate by my said executors, but it is my desire that 
my Negro Wench Jeanie & her Children with all my Household furniture 
should be first sold for the discharging of my debts but in case they 
Should not be Sufficent to pay my debts, I desire my wife may move 
into the little House that the Big House may be rented out, to inable 
my Executors to pay my debts and after the payment of said debts, I 
leave unto my Loving Wife Mable McNeill Duering her life my Houses 
and Land, and the Remainder of my Estate, and after her decease to 

go to my Four Children John, Archibald, James, & Daniel McNeills and 
I do make and Appoint Col. William Cranford & Francis Miller Executors 
of this my Last Will & Testament Revoking all former Will, or Wills 
by me hereunto made in Witness whereof I have Hereunto sett my Hand 
and Seal the day & year first above 


his 
Duncan X McNeill, Wax Seal 
mark 
Written 
Signed and Sealed in presence of us 
Hillarey Herbert 
Richd. Butt 
his 
John X Wyatt 
mark 


WILL OF CHRISTOPHER MERCER 
dated, 21 January 1751/2 
proved, date missing 


In the Name of God Amen I Christopher Mercer of Norfolk County and 
parish of Eliz: in Virginia Being Sick and weak But of Sound and 
perfect memory and Calling to mind the fraility of this Life and 
ye Sertainty of Death I Doe nominate Appoint & ordain this to be 
my Last will & Testament in manner & form as followeth, Viz. 


J Give and Bequeath my Soul to God that Gave it, my Body to the 
Earth from Whence it came To Be Decently Buried according to the 
Discretion of my Executor hereafter mentioned and so for what wordly 
Goods it hath pleased God to Bestow upon me I Give as followeth, Viz 


Item, I Give & Bequeath to my Son James Mercer my negro Edom and Two 
Cows and Calves to him and his heirs for Ever. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath my Negro London to Be Equally Divided 
Between my Three Daughters Mary Betty and Abi. 


I Likewise Give and Bequeath Two Cows and Calves apiece to my three 
Daughters to them and their heirs for Ever. 


Item, I give and Bequeath all the Remaind of my Estate to Be Equally 
Devided amongst my four Children James Mary Betty & Abi to them & 
their heirs. 


Ttem, I Give to my Loving wife the use and profits of all I have 
within and without During her widowhood At her marriage or Death I 
Give all not Before Given to Be Equally Divided among my four Children 
James, Mary Betty and Abi to them and their heirs for Ever. 


T Likewise Constitute make and ordain my Loving wife and John Mercer 
Jun'r to Be my whole & Sole Executor of this my Last will and Testament 
Revoking all other wills By me any---? made Before the Date hereof 

This Twenty first Day of January 1751/2. 


Christopher Mercer, Seal 


Sealed & Delivered in 
presence of us 
John Mercer 
her 
Martha X Mercer 
mark 
her 
Mary X Mercer 
mark 
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WILL OF THOMAS MIERS 
dated, --- December 1753 
proved, April Court 1754 


In the Name of God Amen Thomas Miers of the County of Norfolk in 
the Colony of Virginia do make and ordain this to be my Last Will 
& Testament in the Following Manner 


Imprimis I Recommend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God Trusting 
through the merits & Intercession of my blessed Lord and Savoir 

Jesus Christ for a Happy and Joyfull Resurrection from Death to 
Eternal Life as to my body after I Depart this Life, I desire it 

may be buried in a Decent and Christian Like manner at the Discretion 
of my Exceutrix & as Touching my Wordly Estate with which it hath 
pleased ye Lord to bless my Labours I Give Devise and bequeath in 

the Following manner that is to say 


Item, I Give & Devise unto my son Joshua Miers all that plantation 
which I Purchased of one Richard Row, Containing about one hundred 
acres, also one other plantation containing about one hundred Acres 
which I bought of my nephew Thomas Miers. I Give the said two 
plantations & parcels of Land unto my said Son Joshua Miers & the 
Heirs of his body Lawfully begotten of his body for Ever & if he 
Should Depart this Life without Such Issue I Devise the Said Land 
unto my son David Miers & his heirs Lawfully Begotten of his body 
for Ever & in Default of Such heirs to return unto my right heirs 
for Ever 


Item, I Give unto my four children Sarah, David Joshua & Mary & unto 
each of them one feather bed & furniture 


Item, I give unto my grand children Barneby Renny and Elisabeth Renny 
each of them one pound Sterling money in full of any part they may 
Expect of my Estate. 


Item, All the Rest of my Personal Estate that I now am possessed 
Let it be of What Nature or kind soever I Give the use of the Same 
unto my well beloved wife for and During the time She Shall Live my 
widdow & that Immediately after her Death or marriage it is my Will 
that the Said Estate together with all Such that May Descend to me 
from or by Virtue of my Brothers will I desire May be Equally Devided 
amongst my Six Children Vix. Thomas Elisabeth David Joshua Sarah & 
Mary & in Case of the Death of any them my said Children before the 
Death or Marriage of my Wife it is my Desire that their Children if 
any Such may have the Same part as the father or mother would have 
had were they living at the time of the Death of my Wife. 


Item, I do hereby appoint my Loving wife to be Whole & Sole Executrix 
of this my Last Will & Testament Revoking all former wills by me made 


allowing only this to be my Last Will & Testament & it is my Will 
& Desire that my Executrix be not obliged to Give any Security for 
my Estate nor that it be brought to any appraisement. In Witness 
Whereof I the Said Thomas Miers hath hereunto Set my hand & Seal 

& do publish & Declare this to be my Last Will & Testament in the 
presents of these witness hereunto Subscribed Day of December 
in the Year of our Lord 1753. 


Signature and Seal Missing 
(mutilated) 
Jermiah Powell 
John Powell 
William Powell 
Absalom Creech 


77 


78 


WILL OF JOHN MILLER 
dated, 17 January 1753 
proved, September Court 1753 


In the Name of God Amen I John Miller Being very Sick and Weak of 
Body but in Sound & perfect Mind and Memory have a Desire to make 
this My Last will Viz: 


Imprimis, I give and Bequeath to my Son Benja' Miller all the Land 
from the Hollow pine Strate a Crose to the Crooked Run to him & his 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I give & Bequeath unto My Son Moses Miller my plantation With 
all the Land adjoyning to it as far as to that Said Hollow pine and 
Strait a Crose to the Crooked Run Joyning to the Land above Mentioned 
for Benja'. Miller 


Item, I give My Little gun to my Son Moses Miller & My yerling Colt 
Land as above mentioned to him & his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my Brother William Millers Son 
William Miller one hundred acres of Land which his Said Land his 
Said farther now Dwels On Only his farther to have Use & Libberty of 
that Sd. Land while he Lives to the Sd. William & heirs for Ever 


Item, I give & Bequeath all my Cyprus Swamp to Be Eaqualy Devided 
Between My Two Sons Benja' & Moses Miller & Theare Heirs for Ever 


Item, further More I give & bequeath all the Rest of My Estate to be 
Eaquealy Devided Betweene my beloved Wife and the Rest of my Children 
to them & There heirs 


and Lastly I Leave My Beloved wife Abiah Miller my Whole & Sole Excet. 
of this my Last Will and Testament In Wittness Whareof I have Set my 
hand & Seale this Seventeenth Day of Janure 1753 


his 
John X Millir, Seal 
mark 
Joseph Stewart 
John Godfrey 
Richd. Ballance 


WILL OF MATTHEW MILLER 
dated, 1 February 1798 
proved, May 21, 1798 


In the Name of God Amen I Matthew Miller of Norfolk County & parish of 
Saint Brides, being Very Sick & Week in Body But of Sound mind & 
memory, thanks be to God for it, do make and Ordain this to be my Last 
Will and Testament in manner an form following to Wit 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Loving Wife Feeby Miller Twenty 
pounds cash that is due me from James Creekmur One Bead & furniture 
One Cow & Calf One Sow & piggs One Yew & Lamb & my corn & pork and the 
one half of all my Household Goods to her and her heirs forever. 


Item, It is my will and desire that all the rest of my Estate not 

given away to be Sold by my Exc'rs. & the money after paying my Just 
debts to be Equally divided between my two children Lovey and Miles 
Miller to them & their heirs forever and Lastly I do appoint my Loving 
friend Ivy Holstead my whole Executor of this my Last Will and Testament 
as Witness my hand & Seal this first day Febr'y 1798. 


Matthew Miller, Seal 
her 
Elizabeth X Holstead 
mark 
his 
Malachi X Miller 
mark 
Wm. Wilson Sen'r. 
Wm. Wilson y'st. 
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WILL OF JAMES MILLISON 
dated, 1 December 1753 
proved, March Court 1759 


In the Name of God Amen I James Millison of the County of Norfolk 
Yoeman being sick and weak in body but perfect in mind and memory 
thanks be to God, calling to mind the uncertainty of death do make 
and ordain this my last Will and Testament in manner and form 
following, first I commit my body to the earth to be decently buried 
according to the descretion of my executors, and my soul into the 
hands of God hoping to reunite in the glorious resurrection, and my 
Temporal Estate I give and bequeath in manner and form following. 


Imprimis, I give and bequeath unto my Two eldest sons John & William 
all the lands I am lawfully possessed with and whereon I dwell to 

them and their heirs lawfully begotten in wedlock forever the said 

land to be thus divided, by a line from the river, running through 

the midst of the apple orchard and so to the Town road the north 

part of the said land I give to my son John Millison as aforesaid 

and the cther part I give to my son William Millison as before mention- 
ed, these lands always to remain possessed by the male heir or heirs 
bearing the name of Millison (?) only 


I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Annah Millison all and every 
part of my personal Estate wherewith I am or may be possessed to have 
and to hold the same to her own proper use and benefit to hold and 
possess the same all the time she continues a widow and in case of 
her marriage or death, she to receive the benefit and value of the 
third part of my personal Estate to be at her own disposal and Will, 
the other part to be equally divided among my four youngest children, 
James, Mary, Joshua and Lemuel for their proper use and behoof for- 
ever. Jacob Wilder and Annah Millison I appoint to be my executors 
of this said Will December lth. 1753 


his 
James X Millison, Seal 
mark 
Signed sealed & delivered 
In presence of us 


his his 
Edwd. X Wilder, Moses X Cooper 
mark mark 
her 
Susannah X Creekmur, Peter Dyson 
mark 


Robert Morie, William Millison 


March Court 1759 The above Will proved etc. 
as per Order Book - 
Teste Samuel Boush C D 
a copy - Test Wm. Wilson Jr. C.N.C. 


NOTE: Neither the original will nor this copy are recorded. 
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WILL OF JOHN MORSHEAD 
dated, 5 September 1726 
proved, 18 November 1726 


In the Name of God Amen The fifth day of September in the thirteenth 
year of the Reign of George of Great Brittain ye King Defender of the 
Faith etc - And in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred 
twenty Six I John Morshead of Norfolk County in the Province of Vir- 
ginia Gent. being Sick and weak in body but of sound and perfect memory 
(praise be given to God for the Same) - knowing the uncertainty of this 
Life on Earth and being desirous to see all things in order, do make 
this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following, Viz. 


First and principally I commend my Soul to Almighty God my Creator, 
assurely believing that I Shall receive full pardon and free remission 
of my Sins, and to be Saved by the precious Death and merits of my 
Blessed Savoir & Redeemer Christ Jesus; and my body to the Earth from 
whence it was taken, to be buried in Such decent & Christian manner as 
my Executors ----- hereafter named Shall be thought meet & convenient. 
And as Touching Such Worldly Estate as the Lord in mercy hath lent me 
My will and meaning is, the Same Shall be imployed & bestowed, as here- 
after by this my last Will is Expressed. 


First I give Bequeath & Devise Unto my Daughters Ruth Morshead, and 

Ann Morshead all that Tract or percle of Land I now live on with all 
the appurtenances & advantages whatsoever to the Same belonging or any 
wise appertaining Equally to be divided between them when they arive 

at the age of eighteen years old. And my will is that if my Daughter 
Ruth or Ann before they arrive at Eighteen years as afd. (aforesaid) 
without Issue then the Said Land etc. to divise wholely in the Survivor 
& to her heris or assigns forever. And if they both live to the age 
afd. then I give each moiety or half part (after divided) to each of 
them and to each of their Heirs and assigns forever Viz. I give each 

in their one part an Estate of Inheritance in fee Simple, but if either 
dye having Issues before they arrive to the age of HKighteen then the 
moiety of Said Estate be vested to that Issue and to his her or their 
Heirs and assigns forever as fully as if the mother had been of age to 
possess it or her part as afd. provided the Issue is Lawfully begotten. 


Item; I give Devise & bequeath unto my afd. Daughters Anne & Ruth my 
negroe Slaves, Viz. George, Caesar, Jack, Sarai, & Judith to them to be 
possessed with their Increase and to their Heirs & assigns forever 
Equall and in Equall portions to be divided between them when they are 
at the age of Eighteen years old, and my will is that the negroes and 
Increase be divided and holden to them and to Each of them as is di- 
rected for the dividing holding & confirming the Land afd. viz. if either 
dye before She arrive to eighteen years of age without Issue Lawfully 
begotten of her body then the Survivor to possess the whole Stock of 
negroes but if either dye before eighteen years of age and hath Lawfull 
Issue then the afd. half part of the negroes to be and Remain to that 


Issue and to his her or their Heirs or assigns forever as fully as if 
they had been in the mothers possession at full age and Equally Divided 
and further it is my will that if either of my Daughters afd. dye be- 
fore She is Eighteen years of age as afd. and hath Issue then it Shall 
not debarr the Surviving Sister from her partition, but her moiety may 
be Separated and the other moiety Immediately vested in the Issue of 
the other Sister as is before directed. Also my will is that if both 
my Daughters afd. have Lawfull Issue and dye before they are eighteen 
(as is before meant) that then the Estate afd. both of Land and negroes 
Shall be Equally Divided Viz, one half the Heirs of my Daughter Ruth, 

& the other half to the Heir of my Daughter Ann; Also if Both my daught- 
ers dye before they are of the age afd. and one of them hath Issue as 
afd. that then the whole Estate Shall be possessed by that Issue Viz., 
the Heir & to his her or their Heirs & assigns forever. 


Item, I give all my personal Estate (after my Debts, Legacies & other 
Expenses are paid) unto my Two Daughters, Ann & Ruth Equally to be 
devided between them at the day of mariage of Either or at the age of 
eighteen or to the Survivor and further to be managed as is Directed 
in the Bequest of the negroes afd. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto Tho's. Martin Sen'r. my Riding horse 
(called Brandy) and my Sadle & bridle w'ch I now use; to be paid out of 
my personal Estate by my Executors. - - - 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son-in-Law John Jones; my walking cane, 
my hand gunn and all my wearing apparrel to be delivered to the Said 

John Jones by my Executors at the appraisement of my Estate. And allso 
my Will is that the Said John Jones be paid and allowed out of my Estate 
Sufficient money & Sea Store to pay his passage & Transport him from 

here unto the Island of Jamica; by my Exect. at any time when he is 
willing to go with convenience. 


Item, My Will is That if my Daughters Ruth and Ann both dye before either 
arrive at the age of eighteen or hath Issue Lawfull, That then I give 

all the Estate both real & personall unto my well beloved wife and to 

her Heirs, Exect's. Admin's & assigns forever. 


Item, I give and Bequeath unto my trusty friend Stephen Wright of Norfolk 
County Gent. Twenty Shillings to buy a mourning Ring to be paid out of 
my Estate by my Executors. 


And of this my Last Will & Testament I make and ordain my Trusty and well 
beloved friends Capt. Stephen Wright & Tho's. Martin Sen'r. cf Norfolk 
County my full and whole Execut's and I do hereby Disallow revoke & 
annull all and every other former Testaments, Wills, Legacies, Bequests 
& Executors by me at any time before this Time named, willed & bequeathed, 
ratifying & confirming this & none other to be my Last Will & Testament. 
In Wittness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal the Day and year 
first written 
Signed Sealed published pronounced & Declared 
in presence of 
Nathaniel Gibb John Morshead, Wax Seal 
his 
Augustin X Smith George Otway 
mark 


At a Court held the 18th of Novem! 1726 
the within will was proved according to Law by all the Witnesses 
hereunto and being sworn to by the Exc'rs, Subscribed and ordered 
to be Recorded. 


Test Solo Wilson Cl. Cur. 
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WILL OF JOHN MURREY 
dated, 29 March 175) 
proved, April 1754 


In the Name of God Amen I John Murrey now Resident in the County of 
Norfolk and blessed be Almighty God for it I am at this time of Sound 
mind and memmory and Calling to mind the Certainty of Death and the 
Uncertain time thereof have thought it Expedient to make this my Last 
Will and Testament in manner and form following Revoking all manner of 
Will or Wills heretofore maide and do will and Desire that this only 
shall be deemed and taken as my last will and Testament 


Imprimis I bequeath and desire to Resign up my sole unto almighty God 
my Creator and Jesus Christ my only Saviour and Redeemer by whose most 
precious Death and Passion I Assuredly hope through his merritorious 
Intercession to Obtain full and free pardon and Remission of all my 
sins and Transgretions in this World and therewith to obtain a Blessed 
Resurrection at the last day and my body I desire may be Committed to 
the Earth the Original Mother of all man kind in it to be Dcently 
buried In a christian Manner at the Discretion of my well beloved 
Executors hereafter named and my Worldly Estate which it hath please 
God to make me Steward of for beyond my Deserts my Just Debts being 
first paid after my Decease I give and bequeath as followeth Viz: 


Item, I Give and bequath to Margreat Hill one fether Bed and furniture 


Item, I Give and bequeath to Lewis Denby one fether Bed and furniture 
one chist 


Item, I Give and bequeath to my house keeper Elener one Bay horse one 
womans Saddel and Fifty pound of Beef and Pork 


Item, I Give and bequeath to John Harford all the Remaind of my Estate _ 


I do hereby Appoint Nomminate and ordain my Loveing Friend John Harford 
to be hole and soul Executor of this my last Will and Testament and 
when it shall please God to Call me hence by Death I humbly Resign up 
my precious immortal Soul into his mercifull hands and pertection and 
have hereunto Set my hand and Seail this Twenty Ninth day March One 
Thousand and seven hundred and Fifty Four. 


his 
Signed Sealed & Delivered as his John X Murry, Wax Seal 
Last Will and Testament in p'sents mark 


of us 

John Chesire 
Joseph Johnson 
William Roberts 
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WILL OF RICHARD NASH 
dated, 1 March 1727 
proved, 21 February 1728/9 


In the Name of God Amen I Richard Nash of Norfolk County being Sick 
& Weak of body but of perfect Sence & memory Thanks be to God for it. 
I Thought fit to maik this my Last will and Testament in manner and 
forme as folloeth, Viz: 


Impremes I give and bequeath my Soule to God my Maiker and to his 
onely Sonn Jesus Christ my Redeemer hoopeing Through the merits of 
Thy passion I Shall Injoy Ever Lasting Life when he shall take me 

to his mercy where I hope to be Received amung the happy company of 
Saints and Angels & their to remain in Unity peace and friendship 
for Ever and my body to be buried in a Christian like and desant 
manner according to the discretion and order of my Executrix hereafter 
named after my Just and Lawful debts or paid and funeral Expences 
satisfied. I maik constitute and ordain my well beloved wife Sarah 
Nash to be my whole and Late Executrix of this my last will and 
Testament to order according to my Desire so Revoking all other wills 
formerly acted or done. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my well beloved Daughter Dina Grant 

a piece of woodland ground of Ten acres Joyning to that I sould to 
William Dale and from a branch called ye maipel branch and so straight 
up to ye head line be it ten acres more or less to hir my Daughter 

and hir heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my well beloved Daughter Mary Nash the 
Remainer part of my Land with all ye appurtenances their to belongin 
beeing fifty acres more or less to hir my Daughter and hir heirs 
forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Sarah Nash full priveleg 
of ye fifty acres of Land induring her widowhood onely my daughter 
Shall have privelege to build and clear, not mylesting her mother. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my beloved Daughter Jemima Nash my 
second best bed and a large puter Dish after her mothers decease 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my beloved Daughter Elizabeth Nash my 
best bed and furniture after ye decease of hir mother and a puter bason 
Likewise 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my beloved daughter Margrit Oweings 
one mideling puter baison 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Dina Grant a heffer yourling 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my wife all my personal Estate goods 
catell hogs househould all within and withought all In During hir 
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widdowhood and after to be Hakqolly to be Divided amung my children 
so commiting myself to the protection of Almighty God and my body 
to ye Earth from whence it came so I leave it to ye Discretion of 
my Exectrix to ordain according to my desires. Witness hereof I 
have hear unto Sett my hand and fixed my Seal this lth. of March 
Li27 


Richard Nash 
Joseph Manning his RN mark 
his 
William X Taylor Wax Seal 
mark 


Edward Grant 
Proved by Taylor & Grant & Maning 
21st..Feb 1720/9 


OW 


At a Court held ye 21st. of Feb'ry 1728/9 the above 
Will was proved by all ye Wittnesses as Swore to by 
the Ex'rs and ordered to be Recorded 


Test Solo: Wilson Cl Cur 
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WILL OF THOMAS NASH 
dated, 22 May 1733 
proved, 21 February 173)/5 


In the Name of God Amen, I Thomas Nash the Elder of the County Norfolk 
Being very Sick and weak in body but of Sound and perfect Sences and 
Memory thanks be to Almighty God for the Same, But caling to mind my 
mortality and Shortness of our abode here in this Tabernacle of flesh, 
have thought fitt to revoak and Disanull all other former wills, By 

me hereto made and Doe make and ordain this to be my Last will and 
Testament In maner and form following first I Bequeath my poor yet 
precious Soul into the hands of Almighty God my great Creator and pre- 
server & Dayley protector and into the hands of Jesus Christ my Glori- 
fied Redeemer and Into the hands of the Holy Ghost ye Sanctifier of 
all Souls when departed from this body of flesh and Inthrone it In 

the glories which our Lord Jesus Christ hath purchased for us as with 
his own precious Blood . Secondly, I Bequeath my body to the Earth 
whence it was taken, to be buried at the Discretion of my Executors 
hereafter named there to Lie untill the general Resurrection of the 
Dead when my Body will be raised and Reunited to my Soul that Soul and 
body may be glorified together & Enter into the Joy of my Lord and as 
for what Temporall Estate it hath pleased Almighty God to bless me w'th 
I give as followeth 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Eldest Son Thomas Nash all and Every 
of that tract and parcel of Land w'ch I bough and purchased of William 
Whithust to him my Son Thomas and his heirs for Ever only reserving 
that my True and Loving wife Ann Nash to have the use of the said 
plantation without aney molestion Dureing her natural Life. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son William Nash Eleven pounds 
currency now in his own possession being the value he received for a 
piece of land I Intended for him which he sold and he received the 
money for and one gun also now in his own possession it being in full 
of his part of my Estate hoping he my sd. Son William will be contented 
with the same as his part of my Estate. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son Solomon Nash all and every part 

of that Land which I bough of William Ives to him my said son Solomon 
and his heirs for Ever also I give him my sd. son Solomon my pistols and 
holsters and one small gun and hanger One Large Mergont(?) Bible. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Mary Nash my negro woman 
venass only Excepting the first child She Shall Bring after this time 
of making this Will to my Daughter Elizabeth Whithust and to her heirs 
when the sd. negro is a year and half old and fitt to be weaned from 
the mother. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Ellinor Matthias the next 
child the sd. negro Venass Shall Bring after that I gave my Daughter 
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Elizabeth to her my Daughter Ellinor and her heirs for Ever who the 
negro So born Shall be a year and half old and fitt to be weaned from 
the mother, and then the Said negro Venas and all the rest of her 
Increas unto her my Sd. Daughter Mary and her heirs for Ever 


Item, And as for all the Rest of my Estate of what quallity so ever I 
Give and Bequeath unto my true and Loving wife Anne Nash to her own 
proper use and possession as her own proper Estate During her natural 
Life and after her Decease what is left of the Estate to be Equilly 
Divided Between my four Daughters that is to Say Dorcas Elinor Elizabeth 
and Mary only reserving out of this part of my Estate now gave away, 

(I forgot one thing) that is I Give and Bequeath my negro boy named 
Harry unto my Daughter Dorcas Whithust and her heirs for Ever and I Doe 
make Constitute and ordaine my Loving wife Ann Nash and my Son Solomon 
Nash to be my Executor and Executrix of this my Last Will and Testament 
In Witness whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand and fixed my Seal this 
22'd. Day of May 1733. 


Tho's. Nash, Wax Seal 
Signed and Sealed 
In presents of us 
Tho's. Etheridge 
Will. Portlock 


Proved in Court ye 21st. of ffeb 173h/5, by all the 
wittnesses & Swore to by ye Extr's. etc. 


Sen eer eour 
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WILL OF JOHN OWENS 
dated, 27 January 1750 
proved, July Court 175) 
Norfolk County 


In the Name of God Amen I John Owens being Sick and weak in body 
thanks be to God for it. J thought fit to mack this my Last will 
and Testament in manor and forme as foboth Imprimis I gave and 
bequeath my Soul to God my macker and to is onely Son Jesus Christ 
hoping through the merite of is person to Eternal Life whom he Shall 
Soe fitt to tack me to is master purpose(?) of ----(?) to be carried 
among the Saints and Angles there to Remain in unity, pease and 
friendship for ever 


After all my Just Debts are paid and funerl Expenses are Satisfied 
I make Consento and appoint my Dearly beloved wife to be ye hole 
and Sole Executor of this my Last Will and Testament. 


Item, I gave and bequeath all my Estate within and without to my 
wife During her Life or Widowhood and afterwards to be Equly Divided 
amonch them all my Children and my Desier is that my Estate Shall 
not be soule but to be Equaly Divided amonch them. Witness my hand 
this 27 Day of Januray 1750 and Seal. 


is 
John X Owens, Wax Seal 
mark 
Witness 
Solomon Cherry 
his 
William X Tayor (7?) 
mark 


Abraham Meslor (7) 
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WILL OF JOHN PORTER 
dated, 25 June 1731 
proved, 16 November 1733 


In the Name of God, I, John Porter of the County of Norfolk, being in 
Perfect Health & Sound in memory thancks be to the Allmighty God: I 
bequeath my Soule to God that gave it etc., into his hands I commit 

my Sperrit, Trusting in the merrits of my blessed Saviour who redeemed 
me with his most precious Blood for Pardone and forgiveness of all my 
Sins. I doe make this my last will & Testament revoakeing all other 
wills heretofore made by me; I commit my Body to the Earth to be decent- 
ly buried, and afterwards my Debts is justly Paid I dispose of all my 
Goods that it hath Pleased God to bless me with all as followes. Viz --- 


Primis, I give and bequeath unto my Son Willoughby Porter and to his 
Heirs Lawfully begotten of his Body forever, Three negroe men, by name 
Jack, Triolus, Samm, and one negroe Boy by name Abraham, Allso Two 
negro women by name Paul, Sarah, and Three negroe Girles by name Venus, 
Nanny and Beck. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son John Porter & to his heirs Law- 
fully begotten of his Body for Ever, Three negroe men by name Billy, 
Strephon, Cupid, also Two negroe women by name Jenny, Cibah and one 
negroe Girle by name Hannah. 


Item, I give & bequeath unto my Daughter Sarah Porter & to her Heirs 
Lawfully begotten of her Body for Ever, one negroe Girle by name Kathern, 
which she has now in Antiqua, allso a side Saddle with a blew velvet 
cover & furniture Trimmed with Silver. 


Item, It is my will and that if Either of my Sons Deys without Heirs of 
their Body Lawfully begotten, then for his part of my Estate to desend 

to the Survivor, and my Daughter Sarah and to their heirs of their body 
Lawfully begotten for ever. 


Item, It is my will and pleasure that if both my Sons deys without Heirs 
of their Body Lawfully begotten then for my whole Estate Real and Personall 
to Desend to my Daughter Sarah Porter and to her Heirs for Ever. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my two Sons Willoughby Porter and John 
Porter and to their Heirs Lawfully Begotten of their Body for Ever Nine- 
teen Hundred & Seventy acres of Land up the West River at Cape Fear and 
all my Personall Estate in Virginia, allso I give unto my Two Sons and 
to their Heirs all my Land in Virginia all which Estate to be equally 
Devided between them Share and Share alike. 


Item, It is my will and pleasure that Capt. Cornelius Calvert has the 
bringing up my Two Sons, untill they come to the age of Twenty. Then 
for them to Have Possession of my whole Estate as aforementioned. 


91 


Item, J doe nominate ordaine constitute and appoint Capt. Cornelius 
Calvert, Capt. Solomon Wilson, and Capt. Thomas Willoughby my Executors 
to this my last will & Testament as witness my hand this 25th. of 


June 1731. 


John Porter, Wax Seal 
Witness 
Margaret Mason 
Mary Willoughby 


Proved in Court held the 16th Day of November 1733 
by all the Wittnesses hereto and Swore to by Tho's. 
Willoughby & Solo. Wilson Ext's. named by the Court 
ordered to be recorded etc. 


Test Solo. Wilson Cl Cur 
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WILL OF ARCHIBALD WMS. PORTLOCK 
dated, 17 November 1779 
proved, October Court 1790 


In the Name of God Amen I Archibald Wms. Portlock of Norfolk County 
Blockmaker, being in Sound Mind and Memory do make and ordain this 
my last Will and Testament in Manner and Form following 


Imprimis, I give to my loving Brothers Samuel Portlock and John 
Portlock all my wearing apparil to be Equaly Divided between then, 
if I should not return. 


Item, I give to my loving Sister Peggy Portlock one lott of Land 
given to me By Alexander Collett, lying on the west Side of Rode 
leading into Norfolk to Her and Heirs if I should not return 


I give unto my loving Father one Small Tennent Saw with all the Rest 
of my Tooles: 


Lastly, I nominate and appoint my Father Sam'l Portlock Senr. to be 
my Hole Executor of this my last will and Testament In Testimony 
whereof I Have hereunto Set my Hand and Seal this Seventeenth Day of 
November 1779. 


Archd Portlock, Wax Seal 
Witness 
Joel Mohun 
John Bogges 
Thomas Tatem 


WILL OF WILLIAM POWELL 
dated, 8 March 1754 
proved, April 1754 


In the Name of God Amen - I William Powell Senier of the Western 
Branch of Eliz'th River In Norfolk County Being very Sick and Weak 
but of Sound & Perfect Memory Thanks be to God Do make this my Last 
Will & Testament In maner & form Following Viz 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Son James Powell Five Shillings 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Son William Powell Five Pound Currant 
money of this Colloney 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Son Peter Powell Five Pound Currant 
money of this Colloney 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Betty Powell Five Pound 
Currant money of this Yolloney 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Son Joshua Powell The Plantation 
Whereon I now Live with all my Lands and Tenements to him and his 
heirs for Ever I also Give to my Son Joshua all the Rest of my Estate 
after Paying my Just Debts, & Leaguises here before mentioned 


Item, I also Desire my Estate may not be appraised 


Item, I nominate & Leave my Son Joshua Powell to be my hole and Sole 
Execatrix of this my Last Will and Testament 


As Witness my hand and Seal this 8th. Day of March 1754 


William Powell, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed and Delivered 
In the Presents of Us 
Thos. Ives 
Willis Eastwood 
Lemuel Powell 


93 


9h 


WILL OF SOLOMON RANDELPH 
dated, 19 April 175) 
proved, June 175) 


In the Name of God Amen I Solomon Randelph of the County of Norfolk ; 
being Sick and Weak of body: but of Sound & perfect memory thanks be 

to almight God For the Same do make and Ordain this my present Last 

Will and Testament in manner and form ffollowing that is to Say I 
recommend my Soul to God hopeing thro the meerits of my Blessed Saviour 
to have full Remission of all my Sins, and to Inherit Everlasting Life 
and my Body ye Commit to the Earth to be decently Buried at the Dis- 
cretion of my Excu'r hereafter named and as Touching the Disposition 

of all such Goods as it hath pleased God to bestow upon me I give and 
Dispose hereof in manner & form Following 


Imprimus I give and Bequeath unto my son Giles Randelph my plantation 
and Land Joyning upon pokety Road Containing one hundred acres as the 
Same is more or Less Joyning upon the Land of James Etheredge the Sd. 
Land to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my beloved Wife Elizabeth Randelph 

The Use of all my personal Estate Endureing hir widdowhood and at hir 
marrage to be Equally Devided between my wife and my Son Giles Randelph 
Giveing my Son Suffisiant Learning to Read rite & Sypher and if my 
above mentioned Son giles Randelph Should Die without an heir of his 
body I give my Sons part of my Estate to my wife for Ever And 

I Do hereby constitute & Appoint my wife Elizabeth Randelph Sole Exec- 
u'r of this my Last Will and Testament Revokeing Disanulling and makeing 
Void all former Wills by me made & this only to be taken for my Last 
Will & Testament In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and 
Seal this Nineteen Day of Aprill one Thousand Seven Hundred and fifty 
four 


Signed Sealed and Acknowledge his 
In the presents of Us Solomon X Randelph, Wax Seal 
John Ferebee mark 
Stephen Batchelor 
her 


Margaret X Batchelor 
mark 


WILL OF JOHN ROSS 
dated, 18 February 1799 
proved, April 15, 1799 


In the Name of God Amen I John Ross being of sound mind & memory do 
make my last will & Testament in manner following 


First I desire my body to be decently buried by my father and mother 


2d. Having bonds in the hands of Thomas Newton which I desire may 
remain there until they amount to three hundred pounds including 
interest which I desire may be divided as follows 


3d. I give to my Son Thomas Ross alias Thos. Etheridge one hundred 
pounds of said bonds 


lth. I give to my daughter Franky Ross alias Franky Etheridge fifty 
pounds of said bonds 


Sth. I give to my Sister Martha Harris Seventy five pounds of said 
bonds 


6th. I give to my Sister Amys use during her life the interest of 
seventy five pounds & after her death to be equally divided between 
my aforesaid Son & daughter Thos. & Fran(k)y Ross alias Etheridge. 


In Testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand & Seal this 18th. day 
of Feby. 1799. 


his 
Jno. X Ross, Seal 
Sign'd Seal'd deliver'd & mark 
acknowledged in presence of 
Thomas Newton 
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WILL OF THOS. SIKES 
dated, 12 February 1738/9 
proved, 16 March 1738/9 


In the name of God Amen ffeb'y. 12th. 1738/9 I Thos. Sikes of Norfolk 
County Being Very Sick and Weak in body but in Sound & perfect Memory 
thanks be to Almighty God for it and Calling to Mind the Certainty of 
death and the Uncertainty of Life I do Make and Ordain this My Last 
will & Testament In manner & form following that is to Say First & 
principally I Commend My Soul into ye hands of Almighty Go! hopeing 
through ye Merits of Death & passion of my Saviour Jesus C!:"ist to 
have full & free pardon & forgiveness of all my Sins And to Inherit 
Everlasting life & my body I commit to ye Earth to Be Descently 
Buried in Christian & Descent Manner & as Touching Such Worldlx Estate 
wherewith it hath pleased God to bless Me with In this Life I uive 
Devise & bequeath & Dispose of the Same In Manner & form following 


Item, I Give & Bequeath Unto my Loving Daughter Sarah Maning 50 Acres 
of Woodland in the great Swamp Joyning on Peter Smith & Henry Woodard 
Being the westermost part of my Land to She & her heirs forever 


Item, I Give & Bequeath to my GranSon Thos. Maning the first child 
That My Negro girl Pashant Shall have that Shall live to be one year 
old to be possest with ye Same at ye Decease of his Mother Sarah 
Maning to him & his heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give & bequeath unto My GrandSon Jonathan Maning my Negro 
Girl Named Pashant to be possest with ye Said Girl at the death of his 
Mother Sarah Maning to him & his heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give & bequeath unto my Loving Daughter Marecy Taylor fifty 
acres of Land in ye Great Swamp with ye house & plantation being ye 
Kastermost part of My Land to She & her heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give & bequeath Unto my Gran Daughter Elizabeth Taylor My Negro 
boy Named Jacob to Be Delivered to her at the Necease of her Mother 
Marcey Taylor to She & her heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Gran Son Joshua Creekmur My Negro boy 
Named Ned to be Delivered to him at his Mothers Decease to him and his 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Daughter Ailce Creekmur 23 Acres of 
Cipress Swamp being part of a late Survey Taken Up in Dixons Neck Swamp 
being the Nothermost part of the Survey to She and heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give & bequeath to my Loving Daughter Anne Sikes The first 
Child that my Negro Woman Moll Shall have that Lives to be one year 
old to She & her Heirs for Ever 


Ttem, I Give and bequeath to Loving Son Jermiah Sikes all the Remaining 
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part of my Lands which I have not already Given away to him and his 
heirs for Ever And I Give Him all the Remaining part of My 
personal Estate Which I have not before given away to be posset with 
the Same At the Decease of his Mother Excepting one fether bed and 
Furniture I Give to My Daughter Anne 


Item, I Do Appoint My Loving Son Jeremiah Sikes My Sole Executor of 
this My Last Will and Testament Revoking all former Wills by me formerly 
Made and Declare & Appoint This only to be My last will & Testament 
In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand & Seale ye Day & year 
first above Written 
his 
Thos. X Sikes, Wax Seal 
Signed Sealed Published mark 
Pronounced & Declared 
By the Said Thos. Sikes 
As his last Will « Testament 
In ye presence of Us 
Jas. Hodges 
John Gamon 
his 
Willm. X Nicholson 
mark 
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WILL OF JOHN SMITH 
dated, 12 December 1733 
proved, January 1733 


In the Name of God Amen The Twelfth day of December in ye Year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred thirty and three. I John Smith of 
Norfolk County, planter being very sick and weak in body but of 
perfect mind and memory Do make this my last Will and Testament, re- 
voking all my former wills, I give and recommend my Soul into ye hands 
of God ytithat) gave it and for my body I recommend it to ye earth, 

to be buried in a christian and desent like manner, not doubting, but 
at the general Resurrection, I shall receive ye same again by ye 
mighty power of God And as Touching Such worldly Estate, wherewith it 
hath pleased God to bless me in this Life, I give, devise, and dispose 
of ye Same in the following Manner and form 


Imprimis, I give & bequeath to Humphry my beloved Son all that Estate 
he now posseseth, according to ye line made by me and to consist of 
about three Hundred Acres of land, more or less, to him and his heirs 
lawfully begotten forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Son John ye part of my estate, called 
and commonally known by ye name of Mount Pleasant, to him and his 

heirs Lawfully begotten and for want of Lawfull Issue, it Shall descend 
unto William my Son, to & his heirs lawfully begotten, and for want 

of Lawfull Issue, then it shall descend to my Sons, Simeon and Levi, 
and to be divided as followeth, Simeon Shall pay Levi forty pounds 
current money of Virginia and then he shall possess ye Said Estate as 
before mentioned, and payment Shall be made unto ye Sd. Levi within ye 
space of Two Years in default of which; than Levi shall pay unto 

Simeon forty pounds current money of Virginia, and ye shall possess ye 
od. estate etc furthermore it is my desire and command that ye 
Sd. estate shall not be Sold but shall descend as before mentioned from 
heir to heir and be continued in the family 


Item, I give and bequeath to my son William Two hundred acres of Land 
more or less Lying on ye Southside Nuce river at ye mouth of Adam's 
creek, and if he should see fitting or have cause to Sell the Sd. 
peice of Lands; he may do it Lawfully, if not it shall descend to his 
heirs lawfully begotten, & for want of Lawfull Issue, y'n (then) to 
go to my Son Humphry, to him and his heirs forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Eleanor Two hundred Acres of 


Land more or less, according to a line made by me; Lying on ye SouthSide © 


of Nuce River, to her and to heirs lawfully begotten & for want of 
Issue, yn (then) to descend to my Daughters Jane & Rachel and to be 
equally divided betwixt ym. (them) and to their heirs Lawfully begotten 
forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Jane, Two hundred acres of 
Land more or Less, according to a Line yt. (that) is made by me, lying 
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on ye South Side of the River Nuce, to her and her heirs Lawfully 
begotten and for want of Issue than to descend and go to my Daughter 
Rachel to her and her heirs forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to Simeon my Son Two hundred acres of land 
more or less, according to a line made by me, and lying on the South 
Side of ye River Nuce, about a mile up Adam's Creek on ye South Side, 
and if my Son Simeon Should See fitting or have cause to Sell ye Sd. 
Land, he may, if not than it shall go to his heirs lawfully begotten, 
& for want of Lawfull Issue then it Shall go to my Son levi to him 
and his heirs Lawfully begotten forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to Levi my Son, Two hundred acres of Land 
more or less, according to a Line made by me; and lying on the South 
Side of Nuce River about a mile up Adam's Creek on the South Side, 
and if my Son Levi, Should See fitting or have cause to Sell the Said 
peice of Land he may, if not then it Shall go to his heirs Lawfully 
begotten and for want of Issue, then it Shall go to my Son Simeon to 
him and his heirs forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Rachel Two hundred acres of 
Land more or less according to a line made by me; Lying on the South 
Side of the River Nuce, to her and her heirs Lawfully begotten and 
for want of Issue, then to descend and go to my Daughter Jane to her 
and her heirs lawfully begotten forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Son Humphry the Seven head of cattle 
which he hath had already, one pair of pistoles & one pair of Hillards 
(or Stillards) with Holsters 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son John my negroe man named San, 
my White Horse, ye new bridle & Sadle, a Gun, & the draw Table to him 
& his heirs Lawfully begotten, and for want of Issue, then to my Son 
William to him and his heirs and if he Should want Issue then to my 
Son's Simeon & Levi 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Rachel my negroe man, named 
Samboe, also ye bed yt. (that) -----? Laid on with all belonging to it, 
a woollen Spinning wheel, a young white ewe to her and her heirs law- 
fully begotten and for want of Issue then to descend to my Daughter 
Jane to her and her heirs 


Item, I give and bequeath Jane, my Daughter, on feather bed with all 
belonging to it, it being that which Stands in ye outer room, one 
Linnen Spinning wheel with one black ewe to her and her heirs 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Son William a mare called by the name 
of Hateby? 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Son Simeon a Young black Horse, a 
feather bed being but a small one with what belongs to it, a wea----- 
and a Gun 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Son Levi, a Mare of Iron Gray Colour, 
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a Small feather bed with what belongs to it ye Gun called Godby, my 
great chest & a wea --- 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Jane one gray mare 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Rachel my young mare with a 
bauld face 


Item, I give & bequeath unto John Smith and Matthew Godfrey, my 
grandSons, all my part of ye Stock at Nuce river excepting a Steer of 
three years old 


Item, I give and bequeath ye rest of my household goods and moveables 
with all ye corn to be used, Stock of cattle and hogs, be equally 
divided amongst my Six children yt. (that) are here, after yt (that) 
my debts are paid and ye charges of my burial and it is my desiere 
yt. (that) every person have their Legacies in their own hands and 
that this my will may be proved within a month after my Decease & if 
they cannot agree about ye above Division yn. (then) it shall be 
devided by my Son John & Peleg Miller. 

his 

John X Smith 
mark 


Signed Sealed Published, Renounced and declared by ye Said John Smith 
as his Last Will & Testement in presence of the Subscribers December 
the Twelfth in ye above written. 
Witness Wm. Drake 

Willes Miller 

Abraham Etheredge 


NOTE: A partial abstract of this will was included in "Brief Abstracts 
of Norfolk County Wills, 1710-1753" by Charles F. McIntosh. 
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WILL OF RICHARD SMITH 
dated, 31 March 1727 
proved, 21 April 1727 


Norfolk County, In the Name of God Amen, I Richard Smith of this 
County being Very Sick and Weake in body; but of perfect memory 
thanks bee to God, and calling to minde the uncertainty of this 

life and knowing it is appointed for all men, once to Die Doe make 
and ordaine this my last will and Testament revoking and making all 
others now first I give and recommend my Soule to God, hoping through 
the mority of my Savior Jesus Christ, to receive the --- againe in 
perfect hapiness, and as touching my body I Desire it may bee Decently 
buried at the Discretion of my Executors hereafter named and as for 
my Worldly goods and Estate I give and Dispose of the Same in manner 
following: 


Imprimis, I give my Land in Norfolk Towne, between Mr. Newton and 
Mr. Masons Lott, to my foure Daughters Grace, Martha, Yeathy Smith 
and Passonie Lewelling, wife of Able Lewelling to be Equally Devided 
between them, to them and theire heirs for Ever. 


I give and bequeath my Land in England or great Britain in Dasatshire 
on the Island of Portland, unto my Mother(?) to her and her heirs 
forEver 


I give unto my Daughter Martha Smith my negro named Sampee(?) and to 
her heirs for Ever, the Said Negro. I allso give and bequeath, unto 
my Daughter Yeat Smith, a negro boy called George unto her and her 
heirs for Ever. 


I give unto my Two Youngest Daughters Martha and Yeaty(?) Each of 
them Twenty Pounds a Peace in ready cash and to their heirs I Doe 
allso give my other Seven Daughters Tenn pounds in ready Cash to Each 
of them or their heirs. 


And I Doe give all the rest of my Negroes, Lands, Household goods, 
Stocks, and the remaining part of my Estate not allready given I give 
unto my Nine Daughters to be Equally Divided Among them Excepting my 
Six beds, and furniture which I give unto my Six Youngest Daughters, 
the other Eldest having had beds Each of them formerly, all which I 
give unto them and theire heirs for Ever 


But not withstanding what is among mentioned in this Will Time not 
permitting to Write it over againe, I being Very Sick, my Will and 
Desire is that Marth Smith may have my great Silver Tankard, besides 
what is before given her to her and her heirs for Ever, and Allso give 
unto my grand Sonne Peter Spane(?), my Silver Tankard that holds about 
a Quart, which cost Seven pounds in London to him and his heirs for 
Ever 


And lastly I doe ordain and appoint my Two Sons in Law William Nicholson 
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and Able Lewelling Executors of this my last Will and Testament, to 
See all things in this will justly and Trully performed, in Witness, 
Whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand and Seale this 3lth. Day of 
March 1727. 


Richard Smith, Wax Seal 


Signed Sealed and ---- Delivered 
to bee my last Will and Testament 
in the presents of Us 

George Newton 

Thomas Herbert 

Peter Portlock 


Proved 21st. April 1727 by all the witnesses 
Norfolk) at a Court held the 21st. of April 
County ) 1727 


The will was proved in open Court by 
all the Witnesses & Sworn to by Extrs. is by 


Test. Solo: Wilson cCCCur 
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WILL OF SAMUEL SMITH 
dated, 31 January 1787 
proved, September Court 1789 


In the Name of God Amen I Samuel Smith of The Parish of St. Brides 

In the County of Norfolk and CommonWealth of Virginia being Weak 

in Body but of a Sound Mind, Memory and Understanding Do therefore 

Make this my Last Will and Testament In Manner and form as follows 
Viz ~ 


First, I Give and Bequeath unto my Mother Eunice Smith The Land 
whereon I now Live To hold and Enjoy the Same during her Natural 
Life together with all the appurtenances Thereon. And after the 
Decease of My Mother, The said Land and appurtenances Shall be 
Devol'd Unto my Brother Richard Smith, To him and his heirs forever. 


Secondly, I Give and Bequeath Unto my Brother John Smith My 
Plantation Situate Near the head of Black Water River -- Containing 
about Fifty Acres be the same more or less To him the said John 
Smith and his heirs Forever 

As Also Two negroes Viz Old Peg and Young Peg -- Also one Eed and 
Furniture 


Thirdly, I Give and Bequeath to my Mother Eunice Smith, My Mare, 
Bridle & Saddle to her only use and Behoof Forever Also 
Six Flag Chairs, One Bed and Furniture 


Fourthly, I Give and Bequeath to my Brother Richard Smith, Two 
Negroes Viz, Will and Mary To him and his heirs forever As also One 
Mahogony Desk, One Walnutt Table, One Bed and Furniture 


Lastly, My Books of Acco'ts And all other papers I Leave in the 
Power of my Exors. hereafter named at their Discretion to Act for 
the Estate and after my Just Debts being first paid. That whatever 
that may Remain Over and Above the afforementioned Legacys be 
Equally divided between the Above Legatees. And I do hereby Con- 
stitute and Appoint my True and Trusty Friends as follows, My Mother 
Eunice Smith, Lattimer Holstead, Thomas Bressie Sen'r. and Joseph 
Harding My Exors. of this my Last Will and Testament Revoking all 
former Wills by me heretofore made or that hereafter may be. In 
Testimony whereof I have here unto Sett my hand & Seal this Thirty 
first day of January One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Seven. 


Samuel Smith, Seal 
Sign'd-Seal'd-Publish'd and 
Declared In Presence 
Christopher Bromadge 
James Jolliff Sept. 1789 proved by E. Creekmur 
Edward Creekmur & lodged. feby 1791 Lat. Holstead 
qualified as Exor. 
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SAMUEL SMITH'S WILL 


Sep'r. 1739 Proved by E. Creekmur & lodged 
feb'ry 1791 Lat. Holstead qualified xor. 


My Real desire is to give Everything that I possess to 
Richard Smith to him or his heirs or assigns forever - 
all Lands and movables. 


Sam']l Smith, Seal 


Sep! 30th. 1788 
Test 
James Jolliffe 


We Eunice Smith (mother of) and John Smith Brother of the late 
Samuel Smith Deceased as hereby certify to all whom it may concern, 
that we do relinquish all right we have to the Administration on 
the said Decedents Estate in favor of Mr. Latimer Holstead whom we 
particularly request should take the administration -- Given under 
my hand this 17th. day of May 1790. 


her 
Eunice X Smith 
mark 
John Smith 
Attest 
Jas. Webb 


Kedar Webb 
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WILL OF THOMAS SNALE (SNAYLE) 
dated, 27 November 1753 
proved, February Court 175) 


I Give and Bequeath to my Daughter Ann Snale one Negro Girl name 
Vilet. 


I Give & Bequeath to my Daughter Francis Snale one Negro Girl name 
Juda. 


I Give & Bequeath to my Daughter Dinah Snale one Negro Girl name 
Ab 


I Give & Bequeath to my Son Thomas Snale all my Land & one Negro boy 
Jack. 


All the Rest of my Estate that I have not Given away to be Sold to 
Pay my Debts & funural charges 


I Point Capt. Josiah Smith & Mr. Nathan'l Tatem my Executors, In 
Witness I Set my hand & Seal this Twenty Seven day of November one 
Thousand Seven Hundred & fifty Three. 


his 
Thomas X Snale, Wax Seal 
mark 
Matth'w Godfrey Jun'r 
Willis Langley 
Mary Scott 
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WILL OF JACOB SWIFT 
dated, 3 November 1730 
proved, February 1795 


I Jacob Swift, of the County of Norfolk & State of Virginia, do make 
and ordain this my last will and testament in the maner & forme as 
followeth 


I give & bequeath to my wife Mary Ann Swift all my Reail and Personal 
Estate of all kinds whatsoever to her and to bee at her disposal and 
all the Reail & personal Estate of all kinds that shall bee my property 
in bucks County, in the State of Pensilvany -- and do appoint My wife 
Mary Ann Swift my hole and Sole Executrix of this my last will and 
testament as witness my hand and Seal this third day of November in 

the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred & thirty 


Jacob Swift, Seal 
Signed & Sealed in 
the presents of 
John Talbott 
Rob't. Ives Senr. 
George Wainwright 


WILL Of WILLIAM TART 
dated, 6 April 1772 
proved, September Court 1773 


In the Name of God Amen the 6th Day Aprell 1772 I William Tart of 
Norfolk County and Portsmouth Parish Being Sick and Weak in body 
but of Sound and perfect memory I do mak this my Last Will and 
Testament in Manner and form Following 


Item, I give and bequeth To my Son Ruben Tart that part of my 
Plantation whereon he now Lives and So to Jeams Tarts Line. 


I give and bequeath to my Son Thomas Tart the other part of my 
plantation whereon he Now Lives and so to the Line made between 
Them and to Joseph Fulfets Line. 


I give and bequeath to my son Thomas Tart that part of my Swamp 
Land that I have Intred, Likewise my will is that my Son Ruben Tart 
and Thomas Tart Should Sell all my moveable Estate and pay all the 
Debts that is Justly Dew and I Do Apoint my Son Ruben Tart and 
Thomas Tart my Executors. 


William Tart, Seal 
her 
Nice X Collins 
mark 
her 
Klisabeth X Tart 
mark 
Samuel Smith 
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WILL OF CAPT. NATHANIEL TATEM 
dated, 18 October 1737 


proved, 17 August 1739 
21 September 1739 


In the Name of God Amen I Nathaniel Tatem of the Colony of Virginia 
Marriner being Sick and weak of body but of Sound disposing mind 

and memory Thanks To Almighty God doe make this my last Will and 
Testament hereby revoking all other wills by me made and as Touching 
and Concerning what Earthly Estate it hath pleased Almighty God To 
Bless me With I give and Bequeath the Same as follows 


Item, I give and bequeath Seven hundred and fifty acres of Land with 
the Masion House thereon Standing Scituate Lying and being in Eliz- 
abeth River in Virginia unto my Son Nathaniel Tatem and to his Heirs 
Lawfully begotten of his body and for want of Such Heirs to Next of 
Kinn So from Generation to Generation but my mind and will is that 
my Loving wife Ann Tatem Shall Live in the mentioned house with half 
the plantation together without any --- or hindrance during her 
Natural Life. 


Item, I give and bequeath all the Land I have at Crane Island and 
there to belong--- which I do believe to be about Seven Hundred and 
Eighty acres be more or less with the Mansion House and all other 
houses on the tract thereon Standing Scituate Lying and being at the 
mouth of the Elizabeth River in Virginia unto my Son John Tatem and 
to his Heirs Lawfully begotten of his body and for want of Such heirs 
to next of kinn So from generation to generation 


Item, I give and bequeath that Lot or half acre of Land in Norfolk 
Town which I bought of Colo' Ed Moseley and negro boy Dick and negro 
boy Sam and negro girl Rose and her increase and all the houses on 
the sd. Lot unto my Son Trimingham Tatem and to his Heirs Lawfully 
begotten of his body and for want of such heirs to next of kinn from 
generation to generation. 


Item, I give and bequeath one negro man Kit and one negro man James 
and one by the name May and negro woman betsy and her boy Danill 

and negro boy --~ and negro girl Mol and all the above sd. negroes 
increase and also one feather bed and furniture and half doz. Leather 
Chairs and half doz. cane ones, cedar oval table and my negro woman 
beck and all her increase which is not given unto my daughter Love 
Tatem and to her Heirs for Ever 


Item, I give my negro man Tom unto my Son Nathaniel Tatem and to his 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I give my negro man James & one by the name bray unto my Son 
John Tatem and his heirs for Ever 
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Item, I give and bequeath Sixty pounds currant money Virginia unto 
my Son Nathaniel Tatem to build him a house on the Land I before 
gave him if he Should be married and want a house before my sd wife 
Shall dey but not else. 


Item, I give and bequeath all my vessels Viz my Ship Caesar and half 
the Brigantine Charming and my Sloop flat and Saleing boat and Two 
Hundred pounds currant money of Virginia to be equally devided be- 
tween my four Children Viz Nathaniel John Trimingham Love to Share 
and Share all alike immediately after my Decease unto them and their 
Heirs for Ever 


All the rest Residue and remainder of my Estate both real and persconall 
after my Just debts and funeral Expenses are paid and sattisfied I 
give and bequeath unto my Dear and Loving Wife Ann Tatem the rest of 
my negroes which are not given Viz Filory Dick Sambar Yamouth Sol 
Marsh Tomey filds and her child Ruth James Harry Abey Judey files 
Sam and Will and Magg are to Remain on the Sd. plantation with said 
house and houses and Everything in my house but what has been given 
before unto my Loving Wife Ann Tatem during her Natural Life and 
afterward to be Equally devided and Share and Share all alike among 
my four Children Nathaniel John Trimingham Love Tatem and Lastly I 
do hereby Nominate and Appoint my Said Loving Wife Ann Tatem and 
Capt. John Hutching Executrix of this my Last Will and Testament 
desiring her to See the Same performed according to the True Intent 
and meaning In Testimony Whereof I the Said Nathaniel Tatem now have 
hereunto put my hand and seal this Eighteenth Day of October one 
thousand Seven hundred and thirty seven 
but my mind and WilI is that my Wife have the 
rest of the plantation at Crane Island and 
the Lot at Town Till my Two Sons come to the 
age of Twenty one years John Trimingham and 
as come tc age to have the Land 


Signed Sealed published and 
declared by the said Nath']l Tatem 
as his Last Will and Testament in 
presence cf us 


It is my will and Desire that the lott that Lyes in Norfolk Town I 
Give to my Loving Daughter Lovey & her Heirs the Sd. Lott Bought of 
Peter Malbone 


Nath'1l]l. Tatem, Wax Seal 


Signed Sealed and delivered Item, I give unto Mary Snelings 

in the Fresence of the Daughter of William Snelings 
William Wood Twelve pounds currant of Virginia 
James Cox 


Wm. Godfrey 
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At a Court held the 17th. Day of Aug. 1739 Wm. Godfrey made oath 

he saw Capt. Nath'l Tatem acknowledge the above to be his will, 

and that the Last paragraph was written by the sd. Wm. Godfrey by 
order of the Sd. Dece'd: and that he saw Wm. Wood & James Cox 

Sign the Sd will as Witnesses to the Same and Ann Tatem Relict & 
Executrix Named Renounced any benefitt by the Sd. will John Hutching 
the other Exec. named Swore to the Same according to Law & a Certifi- 
cate is accordingly granted in due form 


Test Solo Wilson CC 


At a Court held the 21st. cf Sept. 1739 proved in Court by the 
oath Capt. Wm. Wood and that he saw James Cox Sign as a Witness 
to the sd. will wch is hereby Certified Etc. 


Solo Wilson CC 


NOTE: A partial abstract of this will was included in "Brief Abstracts 
of Norfolk County Wills - 1710-1753" by Charles F. McIntosh. 
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WILL OF THOMAS TATEM 
dated, 8 August 1800 
proved, 20 April 1800 


In the name of God Amen, I Thomas Tatem of Washington being Sick in 
Body but of Sound mind to make & ordain to be my Last Will and 
Testament in manner & form following 


Imprimus, I Give and devise unto my Loving Wife Martha Tatem the 
House and Lot I now live on During her natural Life, I also give to 
my Said Wife all my Household & kitching Furniture and a Negro man 

id Joe, I also Give all Stocks Subject to the use Aforesaid During 
her natural Life and after that Period, I to Desire that the property 
I have given to my Wife may be Equal Divided between my Children, 
Elizabeth, Martha, Thomas, William, Mariah, Dianah & Robert. Lastly 
I do Apoint my wife Martha Hxecutrix to this my Last Will and Testa- 
ment 


Sined Sealed in the presents this 8th. of August, 1800 
OL; 
Thomas Tatem, Seal 
Maxim'n Herbert 
Christopher Herbert 
Thomas Portlock 
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WILL OF ANNE TAYLOR 
dated, 14 July 178) 
proved, 15 July 178) 


Norfolk County) This 14 July 1784: Personally appear'd before 
me a Justice of the Peace for the County aforesaid Mary Wood & 
made oath that Anne Taylor of the County aforesaid did depart 
this Life on Saturday the 10th. Instant about One O Clock & that 
about Three Hours before She departed She desired that her Sister 
Catherine Forester might have everything she was possessed of and 
enjoy them forever as her own property & the Said Mary Wood 
further declar'd that the Said deceas'd appear'd to be in her 
perfect Senses at the time she related the above. 


Given under my Hand the Day and date 
as above Written. 


Brown 


Dinah Wood also made oath to the Contents of the above in open 
Court July 15, 178). 


Ls 


WILL OF RICHARD TAYI.OR 
dated, 28 October 175) 
proved, November Court 175) 


In the Name of God Amen October the 28, 175). in the reign of George 
our King, I Richard Taylor being Sick & weak in body but of Sound 
and Perfect memory Praise to be given to God for the same and knowing 
the uncertianty of this Life on Earth and being desirous to Settile 
things on Earth in Order do make this my Last will and Testament in 
manner & form following that is to Say First and principally 

I commend my Soul to God almighty my Creator Assuredly believing 

that I shall Receive full Pardon and full Remorse of all my Sins and 
be Saved by the Previous death and merits of my Blessed Savior & 
Redeamer Christ Jesus and my body to the Earth. 


Item, I give and bequeive unto my son William Taylor tow Beds 
and furniture & a Ruge, a Mare and hers, all the Puter that I have 
one chest & box and a Craile all my Turner Tules and my Acts (axe) 
Likewise and what hogs I have got Except Six to Jean Taler, a cow 
and couf and if my son William Taylor dyes to Return to my Mother 
Mary Taylor, after my son is at age and 5ix pounds to John Moore, 
Tow sadles tow bridles all the and all the household goods one Kess 
(chest?) my son William Taylor. 


Item, And my Cos (clothes) all so fore Sister and all so my 

corn one half to my Son William Taler and the rest to my mother Jean 
Taler and all so to my Sun William Taler a Great Wheale and one 
linning wheale and fore sheap and Three airon pots and one brass 
cittle (kettle) and Spit and flesh forkes and Tongs and pot hangers 
and Squimmer (Skimmer) and five white chears and Box airon and heaters 
and one Table and one pott one Tub one arrow(?) pestall and Two Bedsteds 
and a gun and one Great Wheal at Tomson and to Three earthen pleats 
(plates) one B ---? and all my clos (clothes) to be equelly deived 
betwen my Brother John Taler and James Taler. I all so desire that 
after my Sun dies that it may return to Catey Taler and Joshshewa 
Taler and Joseph Powers to be equelly devied. 


I All Sow Leave all my estate to James Taler and Elishahe Manning _ 
Richard Taler, Seal 


Richrer y:8 (Yate?) Thomas Best 
Richard Maybeigh 

her 
--- X Tucker 

mark 


NOTE: The last part of this will (from Item 2 on) is in a different 
handwriting. The spelling is not as clear as that in the first 
part of the will. 
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WILL OF MARMADUKE TUCKER 
dated, 28 March 175), 
proved, May Court 1754 


In the name of God Amen I Marmaduke Tucker of Norfolk Countey being 
of perfect mind & memory blessed be God for it. I thought fit to 
make this my last iill and Testament in maner and form as followeth _ 


Imprimas I give and beqeath my Soul to God my maker and to is only 
Son Jesus Christ my Redemer hoping through the merits of is person 
Enjoying Eternal Life When he shall see fit to Take me to his manor? 
where I hope to be Received among the happy Company of the Saints 
Angels & their to Remain in unity peace and friendship for Ever 

and my body to be buried in a christian and Decant maner according 
to the Discresion and order of my Exceters hereafter named. 


Item, I give unto my Son William Tucker my plantation that I live 
upon Concluding one hundred acres more or les to him and his heairs 
forever and my Horse to my Son William Tucker and I give to my Son 
William Tucker a hefer. 


Item, I give to my Daughter Olle (?) Tucker a Read Cow and I give 
to her a Learge puter Vish. 


Item, I give to my daughter Mary Cherry a blacke cow and a hefer 
yearling. 


Item, I give to my wife Judith Tucker one cow and yearlin and the 
Remainer part of my Estate that is not allready guild (?) away I 
give to my wife Judith Tucker During her life. 


Item, after my wife Judith Tucker Deceas to be Equelly Devided Be- 
tween my Son William Tucker and my daughters Mary Cherry and Olle 
Tucker and I make conistute and appint my Son William Tucker to be 
my hole and Sole Execter of this my last ill and Testement to order 
acording to my to be fullfiled in Every Respect as I have 
bequeathed in Witness Whereof J have heare unto Set my hand and 

Seal this March 28 Day 175). 


his 
Marmaduke X Tucker, Wax Seal 
mark 
Witness 
Joseph Cherry 
Joseph Tucker 
Joseph Biggs 
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WILL OF REBECCA ELIZABETH TUCKER 
dated, 3 June 1763 
proved, 16 June 1763 


I Rebackah Elizabeth Tucker Widow and Relict of John Tucker late 
of the Borough of Norfolk Gentleman Deceased, do hereby declare, 
That I will not accept receive or Take the Legacy or Legacys to 
me given & Bequeathed by my Sd. Husband's last Will & Testament, 
or any part thereof. And I also hereby renounce all Benefit & 
Advantage which I might claim by such Will. 


In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my Hand & Seal the 3'd Day 
Orwdune sf) 


Rebecca Eliz:a Tucker, Wax Seal 


Witness, 
Edward Archer 
Nicholas Wonycott 
John Hutchings Jur. 
Sam:1 Portlock 
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WILL OF GEORGE WAKEFTELD 
dated, 18 August 1753 
proved, December ct. 1753 


In the Name of God, Amen, I George Wakefield of Norfolk County, Planter, 
now being in Good health and Understanding, Thanks be to God for it, 

but Considering the uncertainty of this Life doe make and ordain this 
my Last will and Testament, I Give my Soul to almighty God hopeing for 
mercy and Intermission of my Sins Through the merrits and Intercession 
of my Blessed Redeemer Jesus Christ: & my Body to the Earth to be 
Burried in a Deasent & Christian Manner, and I Dispose of my worldly 
Goods in the Following manner, that is to Say 


Item, I Give & Bequeath to my Sunn Thomas Wakefield one Bead and 
Furniture & one Cow & Calf and one Two Year Old Heaffer to him and his 
Heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my Sunn Lemuel Wakefield one Bead and 
furniture, & one Cow and Calf & one Two year old Heaffer, to him and 
his Heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath to my GranDaughter Francis Wakefield the 
Bead that I Bought of her Fathers Estate and one Cow & Calf, to her 
and her Heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give and Requeath all the Rest and Remainder of my Estate, to 
my Well Beloved Wife Mary Wakefield Dureing her Naturall Life and after, 
to be Equally Devided amongst my Children, Share and Share alike, and 
Lastly I Nominate and apoint my wife Mary Wakefield my whole and Soul 
Executrix of this my Last Will and Testament In Witness Whereof I have 
Set my hand and Seal this 18th. Day of August 1753 


his 
Geo. X Wakefield, Wax Seal 
mark 
Sign'd Seal'd & Publish'd 
in the Presents of 
Richard Jones 
Jno. Willoughby 
his 
Wm. X Wood 
mark 
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WILL OF SARAH WALSTONE 
dated, 6 September 1791 
proved, October 1793 


In the Name of God amen the 6th. day of September one thousand Seven 
huncred and ninety one ] Sarah Walstone of Norfolk County and State 
of Virginia being Sick and weak of bcedy but of perfect mind and 
memory thanks be given to Almighty God for it do make 
Constitute and ordain this my last will and Testament Revoking and 
Disannualing all other Deeds of Gifts or writeings, that Ever may 
have bin Done by me heretofore, do Give and Dispose of what worldly 
Goods has bin please God to Kndow me with as followeth 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Elisabeth wWilarye; one 
flat Rimd Linning Wheal and all my wearing cloaths and Twenty Shilling 
Cash to be Raised out of my Estate to her and her Disposial for Ever _ 


Item, I Likewise Give unto my Daughter Elisabeth Wilarye and my Grandson 
Samuel Walstone and my Grandson Thomas Walstone and my Grand-Daughter 
Sarah Ann Walstone Ten head of Cattle Eleven head of hogs and all my 
household furniture that is not mentioned within doors or Without to 

be Sold at Publick Sale and Twelve months Credit to be Given with bond 
and approved Security and the money Equally Divided, amongst the afore- 
mentioned, now I Doe Nominate, and ordain and appoint Jesse Sikes 
Executor to this my Last will and Testament wherefore I do hereunto 

Set my hand Seal 


her 
Sarah X Walstone, Seal 
in presents of mark 
her 
faney X Meggs 
mark 
her 


Nancey X Timberlake 
mark 
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WILL OF THOMAS WATKINS 
dated, 2) January 1746 
proved, July Court 1753 


Virginia to wit I Thomas Watkins now resident in the county of 
Norfolk and blessed be Almighty God for it, I am at this time of 
sound mind and memory and calling to mind the certainty of death and 
the uncertain time thereof have thought it expedient tc make this my 
last will and Testament in manner and form following, revoking all 
manner of wills heretofore made and do will and desire that this only 
shall be deemed and taken as my last will and Testament. 


Imprimis, I bequeath and desire to resign up my soul unto Almighty 
God my Creator and Jesus Christ my only Savoir and Redeemer by whose 
most precious death and passion I assurely hope through his meritorious 
intercession to obtain full and free pardon and remission of all my 
Sins and transgressions in this world and therewith to obtain a 
blessed Resurrection at the last day and my body I desire may 
be committed to the earth the original mother of all mankind in it 
to be decently buried in a christian manner at the discretion of my 
well beloved executrix hereafter named and my worldly estate which 
it has pleased God to make me steward of far beyond my deserts my 
just debts being paid first after my decease I give and bequeath as 
followeth 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my loving and virtuous wife Elisabeth 
Watkins my Land which I now live on during her life, only debarring 
her selling any timber. 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter Martha Watkins all my 

land on the eastermost side of a marked Red Oak standing in the Bottom 
of a branch between William Warren and the Branch by the house which 

I now live in & running from thence a straight course to a marked 
white oak and from thence a straight course to a maple between Demer(?) 
Simmons and I. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my daughter Elisabeth Watkins all the 
remainder of my land. My desire is that if either of my daughters 
should offer to sell any part of their land that then my other daughter 
should come in for the whole. 


I give and bequeath unto my loving wife Elisabeth Watkins seven head 

of cattle, twelve head of hogs and six Sheep, three feather Beds, 

one mill and one great pot and one small pot, one frying pan, five 
chairs, two chests, and two Spits, and a third part of my pewter, and 
all the ccopers ware during her widowhood, and afterwards to be equally 
divided between my two children 
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My will and desire is that all the rest of my personal estate be 
sold for money and what debts is due to me and eight pounds ten 
shillings to remain in the hands of my executors till my aforesaid 
children do arrive at age or the day of marriage and then to be 
equally divided between my two children 


I do nominate appoint and ordain my well beloved friends Mr. Lemuel 
Caughverly & Mr. Cader Talbut executors of this my last will and 
testament and that my aforesaid exors be put to no further trouble 
than the proving of this my last will and testament and when it shall 
please God to call me hence by death humbly resign up my precious 

and immortal soul into his merciful hands prctection and have here- 
unto set my hand and seal this 2th day of January 1746 


his 
Thomas X Watkins, (no seal) 
mark 
Signed sealed and delivered 
as his last will & testament 
in the presence of us 
Isaac Talbot 
his 
Osborn X More 
mark 
his 
Tho X Simmons 
mark 


July Court 1753 proved & 
ordered to be recorded. 
Test Sam'l Boush C 


A Copy Teste Jno Boush d.c. 


NOTE: Neither the original will nor this copy are recorded. 
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WILL OF PATRICK WHITE 
dated, 17 February 1753 


proved, July 20, 1753 
further proved August 1753 


In the Name of God amen I Patrick White of Norfolk County being Week 

and Loe in body but of Parfeck mind and memray Do make and ordain this 

to be my Last Will and Testament Revoking and Disannualing all other 

Will or Wills by me maid and This to be my Last in maner as followeth _ 


Item, I Give and Devise to my Well beloved Daughter Betty White my 
Land and Plantation Whereon I now Dwell to her and the hears of her 
body Lawfully begoting Likewise Two young Cows and ther increas and 
one feather Bed and forniture 


Item, I Give and Devise to my Well beloved Daughter Mary White Two 
young cows and ther increas 


Item, I Give to my Well beloved Daughter Frances White Two young cows 
with their increas 


Item, I Give and Devise to my Well beloved Wife Mary White all the 
Rest of my whole Estate Both Rael and Parsenal and I Do make and apint 
my Well beloved Wife Mary White my whole and Sole Executor of This 

my Last Will and Testament Given Under my hand and Seal This 17th. 

day of febury 1753. 


Patrick White, Wax Seal 
Singd Sealed in 
presents of us 
Rob't. Roy 
her 
Margro. X Robertson 
mark 
his 
Keziah X White 
mark 


WILL OF EDWARD WHITHUST 
dated, 16 April 1753 
proved, July 1753 


In the Name of God Amen: I Edward Whithust of the County of Norfolk 
Being in Sound mind & memory Do make this my Last Will and Testament 
CViz )'s 


First I Recomend my Soul Into the hands of Almighty God who Gave it 
to me and my Body to the Earth whence it was Taken to Be Buried By my 
Executors after named and as for my Temporal Estate I Dispose of as 
followeth 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son John Whithurst that piece and 
parcel of Land Called the Deep Branch Neck Being all the Land on the 
North Side of the main Road which divides that Land from the plantation 
whereon I now Live to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I Give and Bequeath my Land and plantation whereon I now Live 

on the outh Side of the Said Road unto my Son Edward Whithurst to him 
and his heirs for Ever: But and if he my said Son Edward Should Depart 
this Life without Issue of his Body Lawfully Begotten then in Such case 
the Said Land to him given as aforesaid to goe and Decend unto my Son 
Anthony Whithurst and his heirs for Ever only Still Reserving that my 
Loving wife Lydia to have the use of my plantation with the House there- 
on During her Natural Life She my said wife not to Sell nor Destroy 

the Timber on the Said Land only for the House and plantation's use only. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath my handmill to my Son Edward the said mill to 
be kept on the plantation where it now Stands for the use of Such others 
of all my children as Shall think fitt to use the said mill for their 
Grinding as also my wife so long as She Shall live. I also give my 
said Son Edward one Two years old heifer and Increase 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Son James Whitehurst one small Gun to 
him & his heirs. 


Item, I Give and Bequeath unto my Loving wife Lydia Whithust all the 
Remainder of my Estate not Before given away to her During her natural 
Life and after her Decease what Shall then Be remaining I give to Be 
Equally Devided Between my three daughters Mary Etheridge Elizabeth 
Whithurst Typhena Whithust & their Heirs for Ever and I Do nominate and 
appoint my Loving wife Lydia Whithust to Be my Executrix of this my 
Last Will and Testament hereby Declaring that it is my Intent and mean- 
ing that this my Estate as Being given away may not be appraised by 
order of Court. 
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ize 


In Testimony whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand and fixed my Seal 
this Sixteenth Day of April one Thousand Seven hundred and fifty three. 


his 
Edward X Whithust, Wax Seal 
mark 


Signed Sealed and pronounced 
by the Testator to Be his Last Will 
and Testament in presents of 

Will. Portlock 

Richard Whihurst 


123 


WILL OF SOLOMON WILSON 
dated, 19 February 1754 
proved, date not given 


In the Name of God Amen: I Solomon Wilson of Norfolk County Being 
Sick and Weak But In Perfect and Sound Memory Do Make and Ordain this 
to Be My Last Will and Testament in Manner and form as followeth 


Item, I give and bequeath Unto My Loving Wife Frances Wilson all 
her stock and other Estate belonging to her Before I Married 
her 


Item, I give and bequeath unto My Son Simon Wilson the Plantation he 
Now Lives on together with the Plantation Called Connew Neck Includ- 
ing the whole number of acres, also a Plantation Called Sparrows of 
two hundred and ten acres, also half the Plantation called Providence 
Swamp with half the Stock Belonging thereunto: I give the afore- 
mentioned Lands and Stock unto My Son Simon Wilson, to him and his 
heirs for Ever: 


Item, I give unto my Son Simon Wilson My Negro Man Called Tripen and 
My Negro Man Called Dick: and my Riding horse called Diamond - I 
give the Said Negroes and horse unto my Son Simon Wilson to him and 
his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son Caleb Wilson the Plantation he 
now lives on: anda Negro Woman already Delivered Called Grace 

I give the Sd. Land and Negro to My Son Caleb Wilson to him and his 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Son Henry Wilson Two hundred and 

ten acres of Land Being the Land I Purchased of William Balance also 
half the Land I hold Called Providence Swamp with the other half of 
Stock ungiven Belonging thereunto also two Negro Boys Called Will: 

and Charles I also a Mare and Saddle also a --- -~- and I Leave my 
Sheep to Be Equally Divided Between my Son Simon and my Son Henry and 
Likewise I give my Son Henry Wilson two Beds and Such furniture as 
belongs thereunto. I give the Sd. Lands and other gifts forementioned 
to my Son Henry Wilson and his heirs and if he Should Die without heir 
lawfully Begotten of his Body: all his Estate Shall Return to my Son 
Simon Wilson to him and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Sarah a Negro Boy Called 
Frank and a Bed and furniture already delivered 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Abiah My Negro Woman Called 
Bess and her increase from this Date Being Seventeen hundred and fifty 
four to her and her heirs for Ever also I give unto My Daughter Abiah 

Wilson a Bed and Such furniture as belongs thereunto and if She Should 
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Die without heir lawfully Begotten of her Body then the Sd. Negro and 
Bed with the Increase of the Negro Shall Return unto my Son Simon 
Wilson and his heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Eliz'th Wilson my Negro 
Boy Called Sam and a Bed and furniture Belonging thereunto. I give 
the Sd. Boy and Bed to my Daughter Elizabeth Wilson to her and her 
heirs for Ever 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Jane my Negro Man Samse 
already Delivered In full of her Portion - I give the Sd. Negro to 

my Daughter to her and her heirs for Ever ye 

Item, I give and bequeath the Remainder of My Estate Ungiven to Be 
Equally Devided Between My Children Except my Daughter Jane - and I 
Leave My Son Simon Wilson My hole and Sole Executor IN WITNESS HEREOF 
I HAVE SET MY HAND AND SEAL THIS NINETEENTH DAY OF FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY FOUR 


Solomon Wilson, Wax Seal 
Sealed and Delivered 
In the Presence of us 
Edw'd Latimer 
Jcseph Church 
Anelizai Latimer 
Sarah Church 
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WILL OF SAMUEL WINGITT 

dated, November 2), 1731 

proved, 16 March 1732/3 

Norfolk County November ye 2th. 1731 


In ye Name of God Amen I Samuel Wingitt being verry Sick & weak butt 
blessed be God in perfect Sou(n)d Memowry Dwo make this my Last Will 
& testament first I Give & bequeane my Sole to God that made itt 
Seconly to Christ to Redeeme itt therdey to ye Holy Ghost to Sanktify 
itt & fourthley to ye Earth her - - - to be Disentley buered after ye 
mannor of a Christian. 


Item, I Give & bequeave unto my Two Sons all my Land being one hundred 
acres after my deceas to be Equally Devided betwen them by such men 

as I heare menchen John Bowers & Thomas fforeman butt is that my Son 
John Should have his part whare my mother Did formerly Dwell & my Son 
Samuell to have his part where I now Dwell & if Ither of my Sd. Sons 
Should Dey without heire the other “hall posses itt all 


Item, I Give and bequeane unto my well beloved wife Sarah all my 
movable Estait within Doors & without ~%o Long as She Lives a widdow 
but in case She Should marry then my Estate to Equeally Devided betwen 
my wife & Shilldrin I allso ordain my well beloved wife to be whole & 
Sole Excetotects of this my Last Will & Testament Given under my hand 
the Day & Year as above writton 


his 
Samuell X Wingitt 
mark 
Testes 
his 
Thos. X ffreeman 
mark 
her 
Frances X Eastood 
mark 


Thomas Hobgood 
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WILL OF WILLIAM WISE 
dated, January 16, 1736/7 
proved, 20 May 1737 


In the name of God Aman I William Wise of Norofolk Countey in Virginia 
Being Verey Sick and weak in body butt of parfet Sence and memory 
thanks be to God for it and caling to mind the unsartenty of this 

Life and that is appointed for all men once to die do mack and ordain 
this my Last will and Testament in the manor and form folowing Ricken- 
ing all other wills ever mad(e) by me furst and for most (foremost) 

I Recomend my Soul to God that gave it and my body to Be bured in 

Such decenty manor as my Executors hereafter maid Shall think fitt. 

As for my Worldly Eastat whilst it hath pleased God to Bles me with 

I give and bequeath as foloweth after all my debts paid 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Loving wife Ann Wise a negro Caled 
Cu ---(torn) a negor woman Caled Susanna to her during her natural 
life and after her desas then to be Sould and the money --- (torn) 
amongst my children 


Item, I give and Bequeath to my Loving Sun William Wise a negor boy 
Caled Jams to him and his hears Lofaly (lawfully) begot forever and 
if he dieth without are to Return to the Rest of my children and to 
be Sould and the money to be ecuely divided among them. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my daftor Mary Wise a neger garl Caled 
Ann to hur and hur hares forever onley the fust Living child that She 
Shall Bear to my Sun Charles Wise to him and his hears forever 


Item, I give and Bequeath to my Loving Sun John Wise a negor garl 


Caled hanow to him and his hears Lafoley Begoten By his Body forever 


Item, I give and bequeath to my Loving Wife Ann Wise all my hosel 
(household) goods tel my children Coms of age then to be equel devided 
amongst them as they com of age 


I leave the use of the Lott of Land and hous to my Loving wife Ann 
Wise to Bring up my Children to Seuling porvided that she is nott just 
to Sell it for to pay my debts 


I also give and bequeath to my Loving Sun William Wise one Seal Ring 
marked WW 


T also give and Bequeath to my Daftor Mary Wise one Larg hug (hoop) 
Ring to hur and hur hears forever 


Wm Wise 
Abel Lewelling 
Richard Davis (Seal missing) 
her 
Elizabeth X tomson 
mark 
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The above will was proved in Open Court --- the 20th. Day 
of May 1737 by the oath of Abell Lewelling and alsoe that 
he Saw Rich'd Davis and Eliz' Tompson Sign there names 
having in open Court refused the ----- of the Execution 

of ---- will, On the prayer(?) of John Taylor & Sam'l Smith 
--- --- --- of sd Wise for Letters of administration the 
will examined of the Deceased who having taken the oath 
According to Law and given Security is granted etc - 


Test Solo Wilson CcC - 
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WILL OF DAVID WRIGHT 
dated, 4 November 1771 


proved, November 1772 
March 1773 


In the Name of God Amen I David Wright of the Borough of Norfolk now 
of sound mind and memory tho' low in Bodily Health and well knowing 
the Incertainty of this Transitory Life do make publish and declare 
this to be my last Will and Testament, hereby revoking and making 
void all other Wills by me heretofore made. 


Imprimis, I give and bequeath unto my Frother James Murdaugh all my 
Lands to him and his Heirs forever upon Condition he pay unto his 
Son Josiah Murdaugh Twenty five Pounds and to my Sister Anne Crosby 
fifty Pounds and also to my mother Seventy five Pounds. In the 
Whole Two hundred Pounds 


Item, I give and bequeath unto my mother all the Residue of my Estate 
of every kind soever. And lastly I hereby nominate and appoint my 
said Brother James Murdaugh my whole and Sole Executor of this my 
last Will and Testament In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
Hand and Seal this fourth Day of November 1771 


David Wright, Wax Seal 

Signed Sealed publish'd and 
declared by the above named 
David ‘right as his Last Will 
in our Presence who have sub- 
scribed as Witnesses in his 
Presence. 

Nath. Wright 

Will'm. Wescott 

John Godfrey 
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WILL OF KELLY WRIGHT 
dated,12 March 175) 
proved, April 18, 1754 


In the Name of God Amen the l2th.day of March in the Year of our Lord 
1754 I Kelly Wright of ye western branch of Elizabeth River Norfolk 
County, Being Sick & weak in Body but of Sound & Perfect mind & Memory, 
Thanks be given to God for the Same, Do make & ordain this my Last Will 
& Testament in the following manner & Form, Principally & first of all 
I do Recommend my Soul into ye hands of Almighty God who gave it and 
my Body to ye Earth to be decently buried at the discretion of my 
Executrix hereafter named, & as touching all such Estate as it hath 
pleased God to Bless me with in this life, I do give & bestow thereof 
in ye following manner & form -- Viz, First my will & desire is that 
all my Just & Lawful Debts & Funeral Expenses be paid & discharg'd __ 


Item, I do give unto my Son William Wright my Gun 


Item, My will & desire is that there may be raised out of my Estate 
Twenty & One Shillings & Sixpence for each of my Two Sons Viz, Kelly 
& John Willis Wright to buy each of them a Gun & to be given to them 
asoon as they come to the age of one & Twenty years 


Item, All ye Rest & Residue of my Estate of what Kind & Naturesoever 

I do give & bequeath ye Use & benefits thereof unto my Wife Jane 
Wright for & during her Widowhood, And afterward to be equally divided 
amongst all my children ‘her Lawfull Dowry Excepted) 


Furthermore I do Nominate, Constitute & Appoint my Loving wife Abovs'd 
whole & Sole Executrix of this my Last Will & Testament -- In Testimony 
whereof I have hereunto Set my hand & Seal the Day & Date first above 
Written 


his 

Kelly X Wright, Seal 
Sign'd Seal'd & Declared to be mark 
his last Will & Testament in the 
Presence of us the Subscribers 
Richd. Harris 
William Deans 
Joshua Tucker 
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